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Council and  
Mayoral Updates
Council Member Spealman 
raised the possibility of 
having a receptacle for 
dead batteries in Town 
Hall where residents could 
drop off. He will look into 
next steps and local drop 
off locations. Mr. Spealman 
also mentioned a small 
Maryland town—Colmar 
Manor—that installed stop-
sign and speed cameras 
around their town to have 
the dual effect of curbing 
dangerous driving and rais-
ing some funds. He said that 
the town only gets to keep 
10 percent of the ticket rev-
enue but that meant $100k 
last year. Mr. Spealman 
came with another idea: We 
should invite local lawmak-

ers to come to Council meet-
ings. Mayor Costello agreed 
but said we’d need to wait 
until after the next session 
when they are less busy.

Mayor Costello reported 
that she’s been approached 
by several residents asking 
if it was safe to protest ICE 
along MacArthur Boulevard. 
She’s been referring them 
to the ACLU’s bystander 
training. She also 
said she’d raise 
it with our lo-
cal police contact. 
She’ll be meeting 
with him to dis-
cuss the recent 
Cabin John home 
break-ins and 
burglaries and a 
middle-of-the-
day car break-in 

on Vassar Circle that had 
happened earlier that day. 
Council Member Stiglitz 
added that he had called 
911 after hearing gunshots 
and squealing car tires in 
Glen Echo park parking lot 
around midnight in early 
January.  

Mayor Costello updated 
the Council on some of the 
big pending projects in 
the area. However, there 
wasn’t a lot of actual updat-
ed information. The trestle 
bridge removal is on hold, 
and WMATA will begin with 
the one in Georgetown. The 
Clara Barton House rehab, 
at first budgeted for $28M 

and now $12M, might be 
through the historic pres-
ervation process, but there 
isn’t any concrete informa-
tion about start dates. Fi-
nally, the replacement of the 
aging cantilever on Clara 
Barton Parkway is stalled 
because of a lack of funding.

The Mayor noted that 
the Town’s annual Holi-
day Brunch was a success. 
She’ll pass on to Mr. Om-
elette that the line for food 
was oriented the wrong way. 
She gave a special shout out 
to resident Angela Hirsch, 
who has been making the 
gingerbread houses for the 
brunch for the past decade. 

Mayor Costello convened the Council meeting on Janu-
ary 12 along with Town Manager Susan Theis and all 

four Council Members, though Council Member Tanner was 
virtual. Also virtual was a scout working on a merit badge.
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Two plows had  
trouble dealing with  
the icy snow left from. 
our day-long January 25 storm.
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She is passing the gra-
ham cracker and frost-
ing mantle to residents 
Maureen Linke and Bray 
Hill for next year. May-
or Costello also raised 
the idea that Town Hall 
host some movie nights 
for local kids. Mr. Speal-
man, aka The Cinemani-
ac, said he’d be happy 
to help. He also report-
ed that the funds for the 
MLK Day service project at 
Town Hall had been raised.

Mr. Stiglitz asked some 
questions about the month-
ly fees charged by PNC 
Bank. In the end, he and Ms. 
Theis agreed to go to the 
bank branch for some clari-
ty and to push for lower fees 
lest we take our business 
elsewhere.

Negotiations with the 
U.S. Postal Service for their 
new rental lease will be-
gin in spring and be final-
ized by the end of the year. 
The Mayor shared that the 
branch’s postmaster told 
her that this branch does 
more business than the oth-
ers in the area, most likely 
due to the easy parking.

Compost Program
After the mostly positive re-
sponse from the recent com-
posting survey, the Town 
looks poised to offer this as 
a service. The questions that 
remain are which provider 
will be used—Compost Crew, 
which several residents al-
ready use, or Monster Or-
ganic—and whether the 
Town will pay for all or part 

of the service. This will be a 
pilot program, so the dura-
tion is also being debated.

Mayor Costello said that 
she was open to trying to ne-
gotiate the fees down during 
the process of selecting the 
vendor. Ms. Theis said that 
the programs are really flex-
ible, so the Town just needs 
to select a provider and tell 
them what we want, regard-
ing who pays what.

Most on the Council liked 
the idea of residents paying 
for the bins as buy-in and 
then having the Town pay 
for the service. But Council 
Member Wilson wondered 
if paying for the bins ($20) 
would keep some residents 
away when the purpose of 
the pilot is to encourage or 
otherwise introduce resi-
dents to composting (which 
Ms. Wilson noted is quite 
mainstream in some plac-
es—“All of London com-
posts!”). It should be noted 
that Monster provides free 
bins and washes them out 
after emptying. Mr. Stiglitz 
was the most skeptical of the 
Town paying for the service 
outright, calling composting 

Some 
neighbors 

are already 
using 

Compost 
Crew.
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“boutique-y” and question-
ing the fairness of paying for 
a service that only some res-
idents participate in. Others 
on Council pointed out that 
residents aren’t required to 
recycle or ride on the bike 
paths, but those amenities 
are available to them (and 
paid for by their taxes).

No matter the outcome of 
the details, the chosen com-
post company will be asked 
to come to Town to educate 
residents on the service and 
stimulate interest. Resi-
dents with an opinion are 
encouraged to contact the 
Mayor and Council.

Tree Ordinance
Mr. Spealman reworked the 
latest draft of the tree ordi-
nance, so the other Coun-
cil Members were react-
ing and determining next 
steps. In this draft, the di-
mensions for trees sub-
ject to consideration for a 
permit are larger: 30 inches 
around at 30 inches off the 
ground. The assumption is 
that nearly all tree remov-
al permits will be granted, 
but in this new ordinance, 

the Mayor and Council will 
have the right to not grant 
the permit.

Many on Council are open 
to the statement of conser-
vation and common good 
that such an ordinance 
would make. Mr. Stiglitz de-
scribed this as the philo-
sophical split—should the 
Town be able to tell resi-
dents what they can do with 
trees on their property. He 
wasn’t ready to answer that 
question, but the reworked 
draft will be sent to the Town 
lawyer Ron Bolt to be craft-
ed into a new ordinance 
for discussion. Mr. Stiglitz 
said once it was complet-
ed, Council Members could 
amend it as desired before 
passing, if passing.

Odds and Ends
Ms. Theis is exploring a ser-
vice ($10/month) which 
would allow the Town to text 
emergency alerts to resi-
dents. This would be an opt-
in service. Mayor Costello 
said that she’d been con-
tacted by someone asking 
about the Town’s short-term 
rental (Airbnb) regulations. 

There aren’t any, but Ms. 
Theis will look into what the 
County rules are.

It’s budget time! The 
Mayor and Council will be-
gin meeting next month to 
discuss budgeting priori-
ties for the next fiscal year, 
which begins July 1, 2026. 
The work session, which 
residents may attend to ob-
serve, will be February 11 
from 7–9PM.

Town Permits
A permit for a fence at 5 
Vassar Circle has been ap-
proved, and a fence permit 
for 43 Wellesley Circle is 

pending. The construction 
at 7370 MacArthur Boule-
vard is expected to be com-
pleted by early February.

Town Expenses
In December, the Town paid 
$3,653 to Key Sanitation, 
$2,920 to resident JoAnne 
Murray (specs for Town Hall 
fire doors), $2,500 to Lee’s 
Tree Service (Town tree 
pruning), $1,356 to LSWG 
(two months’ work), $1,275 to 
Masters Electrical Construc-
tion (updates in Town Hall), 
$1,200 to Marceli Cleaning, 
and $1,071 to Mr. Omelette 
Catering. —Emily Parsons

Glen Echoan Cristina Bermudez 
provides delicious, healthy family 

meals made with fresh, locally-
sourced organic ingredients. 

Delivered straight to your door.

CATERING AND BAKERY
Visit oldtwist.com or contact cristina@oldtwist.com

“Neighborhoods along the Canal are my specialty— 
I live there and love it!”

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell

301-654-3200 office

Town SMS Service

The Town is looking to initiate a SMS service for 
important, limited, time-sensitive notifications 

(i.e. street snow removal updates, emergency utility 
repairs, event reminders) to supplement email com-
munication. If interested, please provide updated 
cell numbers to the Town Manager. Residents will re-
ceive a link in an autogenerated message via Con-
stant Contact to “opt in” to the service. Residents can 
opt out once the text service begins. Please note, the 
Town will not be sending out marketing or promo-
tional materials through this service.
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In the depths of winter, 
trees are perhaps at their 

least charismatic, and cer-
tainly their hardest to iden-
tify. As I continue to build 
my skills at winter botany, 
I sometimes try to discern 
tree identities by touch: the 
white, flakey bark of a syca-
more, the blocky “alligator-
skin” of a persimmon, or 
the deep, dark grooves of a 
tulip poplar.

Bark is a fine clue to 
who is who, but my favor-
ite way to navigate the win-
ter woods is to look at the 
buds. All new growth on a 
tree is compacted inside 
its buds. Late summer—
think of those hot, humid, 
dank days of late August—is 
when many trees produce 
next year’s buds. Leaves fall, 
and buds appear from be-
hind the foliage. Then, ex-
posed, they lie dormant for 
months, long before any 
creeping sign of spring ap-
pears. In March, they’ll ex-
plode, shoot, and sprout, but 
for now, they rest.

Every tree species’ bud 
is completely unique. Some 
are wispy points, angular 
and slim; some are spheres. 
Some are soft, even fuzzy, 
some are smooth, some are 
scaly. A few are pink, some 
are yellow, some are green; 
many are a deceptively dull 
brown. Perhaps they are 
not quite as arresting as the 
flower blossoms they hold, 
but there’s a quiet dynamism 

inside—you just have to look.
Spicebush is one of the 

most common understo-
ry shrubs in Town—indeed 
almost everywhere along 
the Potomac. Their buds 
are shaped like small suns. 
Scratch along the stem, or 
pluck off a couple of these 
yellow globes, and you can 
smell the Mediterranean 
in Maryland. The scent of 
spicebush is complex: cy-
press, fresh pine, orange 
zest, and black pepper. In 
late winter, a week or so 
before the buds open into 
flower, I harvest a handful 
of stems for tea, which is a 
glorious treat to stave off the 
winter blues.

Beech trees make the most 
elegant buds of the winter 
woods—long, slender, and 
sharply pointed (see photo), 
resembling polished spears. 
Scaled and perfectly sym-
metrical, they project from 
the twigs at distinct angles. 
Because young beeches of-
ten retain their papery, tan 
leaves all winter—a phe-
nomenon called marces-
cence—the golden buds often 
hide among the rustling foli-
age, waiting patiently for the 
first true warmth of spring to 
expand into fresh leaves.

I don’t remember who 
told me that pawpaw buds 
are the exact shape and tex-
ture of a mouse ear. Now, I 
cannot help but see win-
ter pawpaws as “mouse 
trees,” and it is hard to not 

In Your Backyard
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want to touch every one of 
these round, velvety buds. 
In spring, these buds will 
swell and split, green petals 
will spill out and become a 
dark burgundy, almost black 
flower. I thumb over the fuzz 
in February and think of 
April’s flowers and the fruit 
of September.

There is a profound mys-

tery in these little knobs 
and darts. We often walk 
past them, seeing only 
“dead” sticks, yet they are 
the physical manifestation 
of hope, wild possibilities 
held in check by the frost, 
waiting for the precise mo-
ment to explode with new 
life. —Charlotte Taylor 
Fryar

6729 Goldsboro Road

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

Mo Abutaa
Service Manager

GLEN ECHO

A.S.E. Certified 
MD Inspector

This month’s column features a sensitive bacon-
loving boxer mix named Mac. While owner Ju-

lia Wilson describes him as caring and “affectionate,” 
Mac has a mischievous side. If you have noticed the 
Wilsons gardening at night, it’s because Mac digs up 
new plants in the family garden. Mac, adopted from 
a rescue at six weeks 
old, is named after 
“a bridge in northern 
Michigan called Macki-
nac Bridge,” where he 
spends his summers. 
While Mac has many 
canine friends, he has 
a special fondness for 
the workers at The Irish 
Inn who “give him ba-
con when he walks by.” 
Mac’s perfect day would 
start off with a lazy morning, sleeping in and eating 
a nice breakfast. This would be followed by a hike in 
the woods, maybe even stopping by persimmon trees 
in the park as “he loves eating the persimmons that 
have fallen onto the ground.” Next, he would have fun 
running around with Willow, one of his best friends. 
After all that action he would recharge with lunch 
and a restful evening, eating dinner and sleeping on 
the couch with his family. At his size, Mac is a gentle 
giant: While he may be scared of cats, he is very pro-
tective of smaller dogs. “He wants to keep them safe,” 
says Wilson. —Liam Dobson

hounds about town
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                                     Check us out on Facebook 

            @Hugheslandscapingsupplyco 
         

 

Office: 301-330-4949 

Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com 

 

 
 

 

 

               

         

     

                    

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home.  
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Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home. 

Check us out on Facebook and 
Instagram (@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco)

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 1983  
by John Hughes, on the principles of customer service and exceeding 

customer expectations. Principles that the company still has in place today. 
Give us a call today to schedule a free estimate at your convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck building, tree care, any kind of yard maintenance, 
and anything else that you may need done outside of your home.

7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20812
301-229-3700

GLEN ECHO HARDWARE
Authorized Distributor of

Makita • Paslode • Fein  
Benjamin Moore Paints

5481 Wisconsin Avenue 
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!
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The Maccoby-Hubbard 
family moved into 

their new home on Welles-
ley Circle in December but 
have been regulars in Glen 
Echo for many years. Both 
Ida, now 14, and Martin, 11, 
went through Bannock-
burn Nursery School and 
Bannockburn Elementary. 
Through those years, they 
became close friends with 

the Parsons-Amdur and 
Hirsch (hi!) families and 
grew to love Glen Echo’s 
small town feel and pedes-
trian safety. That’s a feature 
their previous home lacked, 
along with a third bedroom 
for their expanded family.

Their search for more 
space coincided with the 
Clune family’s decision to sell 
their home of many years, 
43 Wellesley Circle. While 
the planning and construc-
tion process was lengthy, 
they are thrilled to be in their 
new home, near friends, and 
in Glen Echo at last!

Max and Ashlie met as 
undergraduates at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, where 

they were friends and room-
mates. They fell out of touch 
for a decade—Max went 
to law school in Syracuse; 
Ashlie got her library sci-
ence degree in New York. 
Max moved to Chicago, then 
back to his hometown of DC; 
Ashlie, a native of Cincinna-
ti, moved from New York to 
L.A., where she worked as a 
librarian at the Getty Center.  

Around 2008, Max 
reached out to Ashlie on 
LinkedIn. He didn’t just 
add her to his profes-
sional network: they fell 
in love, and she joined 
him in DC in 2010. 

Max works as an attor-
ney in private practice. 
Ashlie’s library degree 
served her well as the 
long-time co-chair with 

Emily Parsons of the Ban-
nockburn Elementary Book 
Fair; she is now a regular 
volunteer at the Pyle Middle 
School library.

Ida is a freshman at Whit-
man, where she has gotten 
involved in Whitman Drama 
both on tech and onstage 
for the upcoming musical. 
Martin is a Pyle sixth grad-
er and is happy to be scoo-
tering around Glen Echo. 
Sharing their home are dog 
Archie and three cats. 

They are grateful for the 
warm welcome from neigh-
bors, and for their patience 
through the long construc-
tion process. —Angela 
Hirsch

New to Town

(301) 229-8500

6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205

www.lawandassociates.com

Investment Advisory Services offered  
through Law & Associates, Inc.

Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer  
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

Securities offered through  
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 

Member FINRA/SIPC

 

 

GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

A Full Service Heating & AC Company 

Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions, 

Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery 

1-888-474-3391 

griffithheatingandair.com 

griffithoil.com 

‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’ 

www.GriffithEnergyServices.com
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It’s the cinephile Super-
bowl season, with the 

Oscar nominations just 
released, and the Acad-
emy Awards taking place 
March 15 at 7 PM on ABC 

and Hulu. I’m lucky to have 
been able to catch all of the 
Best Picture nominees just 
in time for publication, so 
here’s my rundown of the 
contenders, in order from 
my favorite to my least.

Sinners: It’s always grati-
fying when the movie you 
like the best gets the most 
Academy attention. Far and 
away my favorite this year, 
Sinners, from writer/direc-
tor Ryan Coogler, outpaced 
the field when it came to 
nominations with a record-
setting 16. It’s also hearten-
ing that it’s such an original, 
inventive, and thought-pro-
voking film. If you just want 
a good vampire thriller, it 
delivers that for sure. But 
the movie also transcends 
the boundaries of a genre 
movie to serve as a reflec-
tion on race, class, desire, 
corruption, and the deep 

roots of culture. Its score 
and songs are hauntingly 
beautiful. The performanc-
es definitely earned the 
three acting nominations 
the movie received, and 

those performanc-
es could also gar-
ner it a win in this 
year’s newest Oscar catego-
ry: Casting. If you only have 
room in your schedule for 
one best picture nominee, 
this is the one I’d urge you 
to see. (Streaming on Ama-
zonPrime and HBO Max, 
and rentable on the usual 
online platforms.)

One Battle After An-
other: In a year without 
Sinners, this would have 
been your Best Picture 
front-runner, and it still 
might eke out an upset, giv-
en how topical it is. Writ-
er/director Paul Thomas 
Anderson has pulled off a 

(practically literal) 
roller-coaster ride of 
a film—at the same 
time funny, fraught, 
shambolic, tense, 
and thrilling. Leon-
ardo DiCaprio, nom-
inated for Best Ac-
tor, must revisit his 

extremist past to rescue his 
kidnapped daughter from 
the domineering authori-
ties. He’s helped along the 
way by Benecio Del Toro, 
nominated for his chipper 

performance, and 
hindered by Sean 
Penn, nominated 

for his aggressive perfor-
mance. This film also has a 
lot to say about race, as well 
as human connection, au-
thoritarianism, and cycles 
of violence. If it’s not going 
to be Sinners’ night, then it’ll 
be One Battle After Another’s. 
And given his long run of 
quality films, I’d be satisfied 
to see Paul Thomas Ander-
son get some acknowledge-
ment. (Streaming on HBO 
Max and rentable.)

Hamnet: Based on the 
beloved book, Chloé Zhao 
has written and directed a 
patient and lush film about 
the impact of the death of 
a child on Shakespeare’s 
family. Jessie Buckley gives 
a soulful, wise performance 
as Agnes Shakespeare and 
is almost a shoo-in for Best 
Actress. The movie is worth 
watching for her perfor-
mance alone, but the whole 
production is moving and 
heartfelt. It’s not streaming 
yet, unfortunately, but if you 
hurry, you can still catch it 
at the Avalon.

Sentimental Value: Like 

Hamnet, Sentimental Value is 
helmed expertly by a con-
fident, nominated direc-
tor (Joachim Trier in this 
case) and anchored by the 
brilliant performance of its 
leading lady (Renate Re-
insve, nominated for Best 
Actress). The film also deals 
thoughtfully with loss, de-
pression, and difficult fam-
ily dynamics. But it’s set in 
modern Norway, as a father 
(Stellan Skarsgård in a bril-
liant, nominated perfor-
mance) tries to reconcile 
with his daughter through 
movie-making. (Rentable.)

Train Dreams: Also 
nominated for its impressive 
cinematography, the movie 
is beautifully filmed and has 

a lovely, moving soundtrack. 
It seems somehow both epic 
and intimate at the same 
time. The film spans the 
quiet life of a lonely logger 
in the early part of the 20th 
century, who ponders the 
changing world around him 

the Cinemaniac
Oscar 

Roundup

Sinners

Hamnet

Train Dreams

One Battle
After Another

Sentimental Value
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as he takes solace in love, 
struggles with loss, and is 
haunted by the indiscrimi-
nate cruelties of the world. 
(Streaming on Netflix.)

Marty Supreme: It’s 
sometimes difficult to 
watch Timothée Chalamet’s 
driven, nominated perfor-
mance as the titular char-
acter striving for fame and 
fortune in the world of 
1950s international ping 
pong. He’s skilled at the 
sport, true, but also skilled 
at the con, and he doesn’t 
seem to care who gets hurt 
as he pushes his luck to the 
breaking point in order to 
face the World Champi-
on. Does he learn any les-
sons along the way? You’ll 
have to judge for yourself. 
(Still in theaters like Land-
mark Bethesda and AMC 
Montgomery.)

Frankenstein: It’s fun to 
watch Oscar Isaac chew up 
the scenery as the not-so-

good Dr. Frankenstein, and 
Jacob Elordi deserves his 
nomination for breathing 
life into a misunderstood 
monster driven to ven-
geance. The film is a solid 
retelling of the classic tale. 
But overall, it’s most im-
pressive (and was primarily 
nominated) for the distinct 
and stylized way it looks, re-
ceiving nods for Cinematog-
raphy, Production Design, 
Costumes, Hair and Make-
up. (Streaming on Netflix.)

Bugonia: Most of director 
Yorgos Lanthimos’s movies 
are admirably compelling, 
stylish and experimental. 
But he can’t keep himself 
from going over the top into 
flights of fancy that take 
you (or at least me) out of 
the story. With great lead 
performances from Emma 
Stone (nominated) and Jes-
se Plemons (surprisingly 
not), Bugonia looked like it 
could have been Lanthimos’ 
chance to pull off a gritty, 
grounded thriller that keeps 
you guessing, even after the 
movie ends. But instead, it 
meanders too much into the 
silly and the surreal in a way 
that undermines the whole 
project. (Streaming on Pea-
cock and rentable.)

The Secret Agent: For 

the second year in a row, 
we’re reminded of the per-
ils of authoritarianism by a 
film that explores the dan-
gers and darkness of the 
1970s Brazilian dictatorship. 
While I prefer the quiet re-
alism of last year’s I’m Still 
Here, there’s much to appre-
ciate about this year’s entry. 
In both cases, the films were 
nominated for Best Picture, 
for Best Foreign Language 
Film, and for the dignified, 
nuanced performance of 
their lead. This year it’s Wag-
ner Moura who has to con-
tend with the corruption 
and arbitrary cruelty of the 
military regime as he tries to 
protect his family. The film 
is suffused with gorgeous 
color, loving connection, and 
the quiet dignity of its im-
pressive cast. But I found the 
framing mechanism, while 
symbolically important, to be 
ultimately unsatisfying. (Still 
in theaters like the AFI and 
Landmark Bethesda.)

F1: This is a perfectly fine, 
well executed action movie, 
but one has to wonder how 
it snuck its way into the Best 
Picture ranks. Sure, the ed-
iting, sound, and special ef-
fects are exhilarating (I drove 
home having to remind my-

self to slow down), and the 
movie deserves its nomina-
tions in those categories. But 
the story is pretty rote, and it 
has nothing broader to say. 

Regardless, it’s a good pop-
corn flick, so if you’re in the 
mood for some old-fash-
ioned, roaring action you can 
stream it on AppleTV.

The Avalon: Quality the-
aters like the Avalon are 
now scrambling to get Os-
car-nominated films on 
their calendar, so keep an 
eye out for one-offs and 
short runs. The Avalon al-
ready has the nominat-
ed documentary, Cutting 
Through Rocks, scheduled 
for February 4. It’s about a 
fierce, feminist, motorcycle-
riding local councilwoman 
in Iran (which makes me 
wonder which of our own 
Town’s fierce councilwom-
en are most likely to hop on 
a Harley). And on Febru-
ary 18 at the Avalon, you can 
catch a curious French girl 
experiencing the magic of 
nature in Little Amélie or the 
Character of Rain, which is 
up for Best Animated Fea-
ture. All of the Oscar Shorts 
are expected to start there, 
as well, on February 20. 
—Dan Spealman

Frankenstein

Bugonia

Marty Supreme

F1

The Secret
Agent
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Join your neighbors in a 
celebration of the sea-

son at the annual Winter-
lude! Gather on Febru-
ary 28 (rain date March 1) 
from 5–9 PM outside the 
Town Hall on Harvard Av-
enue. We will have a potluck 
(please feel free to bring an 
easy dish), hotdogs, smores, 
hot chocolate, and mac and 
cheese (though it is BYOB). 
We’ll also have plenty of 
music, firepits, luminaries, 
lights, and friends to help 
keep you warm, inside and 
out. As usual, this event is 
to raise money for supplies 
for the nearby Greentree 
Family Shelter in Bethesda. 
If you’d like to contribute, 
$5 will purchase one of 
the 200 luminaries 
we need to line Har-
vard. Council Mem-
ber Dan Spealman 
will make sure the 

contributions get to Green-
tree. Checks and cash are 
welcome. PayPal at paypal.
me/dspeal; or Venmo using 
@Dan-Spealman. Text Dan 

with any questions at 
202-560-2237.

Glen Echo's 
chef/baker 

Cristina Bermu-

dez is offering a new week-
ly “bake drop”—e.g. three 
types of banana bread. You 
can sign up to receive her 
weekly menus at www.old-
twist.com, place an order, 
and pick up at her Wellesley 
Circle home on Saturdays. 

More than two doz-
en neighbors met at 

Town Hall on January 19 for 
our annual service proj-
ect for MLK Day. In about 
30 minutes—a new record—
this group made 200 lunches 
for the Montgomery Coun-
ty Coalition for the Home-
less. Thanks to the volun-
teers, residents who donated 
money, and the Event Squad 
who plans this special event.

Glen Echo Park contin-
ues to hum with activity. 

Our Fall/Winter education 
session is wrapping up with 
record-setting participation. 
This spring and summer, 
we’ll introduce new classes 
and seven additional camps 
for youth and adults, with 
registration opening in ear-
ly February. In the galleries, 
the Holiday Art Show wel-
comed more than 250 visi-
tors and generated the high-
est sales in the show’s history, 
spotlighting the extraordi-
nary talent of 90 local art-

ists. Three new exhibitions 
featuring women artists will 
open later this month.

Dance and public events 
continue to bring energy to 
the Park year-round. Win-
ter’s Eve drew nearly 800 
neighbors for performances, 
crafts, and seasonal cheer, 
and our social dances are 
seeing steady growth. We’re 
also proud to launch Dance 
for Parkinson’s Disease, a 
free weekly class made pos-
sible through private dona-
tions. It’s another example of 
how Glen Echo Park serves 
the whole community.

Behind the scenes, im-

portant facilities work is 
moving forward. We’re pre-
paring for roof repairs in the 
Arcade building, advancing 
planning for parking lot re-
habilitation, and continuing 
close coordination with the 
National Park Service on 
long-term projects, includ-
ing the Spanish Ballroom 
renovations.

Finally, I want to extend 
special thanks to all neigh-
bors in the Town of Glen 
Echo, whose extraordi-
nary participation helped 
make this year’s End of Year 
Campaign success possi-
ble. This year’s effort raised 

25 percent more than last 
year with support from over 
500 donors. Our Town was 
named one of two Neighbor-
hood Challenge winners out 
of 15 participating neigh-
borhoods. To celebrate, we’ll 
be joining fellow winner 
Bannockburn for a joint Day 
in the Park later this year. 
Details are forthcoming, but 
the spirit behind this win 
is already clear: Glen Echo 
may be small, but it is unde-
niably mighty. Your generos-
ity and engagement contin-
ue to shape the future of this 
Park we all cherish. —Mona 
Kishore

Our Town Park

winterlude!

Have You Heard ?

Volunteers load up bag  
lunches to be delivered as part 
of the MLK Day service project.



The Echo   11

Town Hall Events

February 4, 11, 18, 26  8 –10:30 PM, FSGW English  
Country Dance, Wednesdays, free to Town residents

February 11  7–9 PM, Council’s budget work session, 
open to residents to observe

February 24  7 PM Saving Trees and Nature Around 
Glen Echo, presented by Tree Friends United

February 28  5–9 PM, Winterlude, a celebration of 
lights and charity fundraiser

Local Events 

February 1  10 AM–3 PM, Blood  
Drive at Clara Barton Center

February 6  7–9 PM, Family Bingo  
Night, Clara Barton Community Center

Glen Echo Park Events

February 7  10 AM, 45-minute, ranger-led Civil Rights 
Tour starting at the carousel, free

February 7  11:30 AM and 2 PM, Screening: Ain’t No 
Back to a Merry-Go-Round, Ballroom Back Room, free

February 5, 12, 19, 26  11 AM, kids story time at the 
Aquarium

February 14  9:30 AM, Four-mile ranger guided his-
tory hike starting at the Carousel

The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
The Enchanted Mermaid  February 7–March 1 
Tiny Tots select Weds, Sats, and Sundays at 10 AM

Adventure Theater MTC 
www.adventuretheater-mtc.org; 301-634-2270 
Freckleface Strawberry The Musical   
February 13–March 29

Goings On

Feb. 2, Luisa Garcia Arean, 9
Feb. 3, Jasper Gillberg, 3
Feb. 4, Siena Belinkie,12
Feb. 5, Grant Ellis, 7
Feb. 15, Rafe Parsons Amdur, 14

                  They Say it’s Your 

BBirthday!irthday!

Please join us for these free informative programs that 
will be held in the Glen Echo Town Hall. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 AT 7 PM

Saving Trees and Nature  
Around Glen Echo
By Tree Friends United, Carl Gunther & Jon Nowick

Come find out about common invasive plants that are 
overwhelming and destroying trees and native habitat 
around our community and what you can do about it. Tree 
Friends United, a local grassroots citizens action group, will 
educate you about the challenges we face and the progress 
of individuals and groups to restore our ecosystem.

Tree Friends United is a group of over 250 citizens cen-
tered in the Glen Echo area who are concerned with the ac-
celerating spread of invasive species overwhelming Mont-
gomery County’s parklands, roads, and neighborhoods. As 
volunteers, we assist the National Park Service, the County, 
and residents in removng invasive vines that are smothering 
trees and the plants that are destroying native ecosystems. 
As advocates, we are allied with other groups to seek broad-
er public awareness of the problem, achieve better funding, 
and establish coordinated action to counter invasives.

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 AT 7 PM

Beautiful Native Plants for our Gardens
By Holly Shimizu

As we learn about the huge benefits of native plants for 
attracting birds and all kinds of beneficial wildlife, it has 
become increasingly important to plant native plants and 
think about our gardens as part of our surrounding environ-
ment. Fantastic work by Doug Tallamy with his Homegrown 
National Park Organization and Margaret Roach’s writings 
in The New York Times, and many others, nature-based gar-
dening is currently the trend. We know the time is now!

Holly Shimizu is a nationally recognized horticulturist, a 
former Executive Director of the U.S. Botanic Garden, and a 
resident of Glen Echo.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, AT 7:00 PM

26 WELLESLEY CIRCLE • MARTHA SHANNON HOSTING
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Kelly Bohi
Realtor DC | MD | VA
kelly.bohi@compass.com 
M. 301.580.4991
O. 301.304.8444

I live, work, and 
have grown my 
family here.

As your Glen Echo neighbor, 
I offer first-hand experience 
and expert knowledge of the 
neighborhood’s market. If 
you are thinking of selling 
or buying a home in the 
upcoming year reach out today 
to see how I can help! 
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Scan Here To Get 
in Touch Today!

Please call
BBrraadd  KKlliinneeddiinnsstt
301-656-7252


