Town of Glen Echo · 6106 Harvard Avenue · Glen Echo · Maryland 20812 ·  
  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES for DECEMEBR 9, 2024
  
CALL TO ORDER: MAYOR DIA COSTELLO, 7:32 PM 
 
Mayor: Dia Costello 
Councilmembers: (CM) Julia Wilson, Dawn Tanner, and Dan Spealman, Matt Stiglitz  
Town Manager: Angie Zeidenberg 
Residents: Emily Parsons, Aaron Hirsch 

FINANCE REPORT: Eva Webb, at LSWG, provided a quarterly financial report. 
Income: Total Income to date is about $400,000.00, July to November. Total expected for the year is approximately $800,000.00, so finances are right on track. State Income tax received so far is about $85,000.00 out of the total $180,000.00 for the year. The Highway User amount is a little behind with $6000.00 to date. Ms. Webb noticed that the town received $11,423.10 from Admissions & Amusements, which is about $10,000 over budget. Mayor Costello is checking with Comptroller to find out why we received this amount. Rental income is $20,000 of the $50,000 budgeted. Interest has accumulated $28,000.00 of the $35,000 budgeted.  Glen Echo received a total of $40,000 for the year from the County revenue sharing. Cable Franchise also brought in about $5,000 which seems a little high. The Echo will be receiving funds for advertisers, so nothing has been reported at this time. 
ARPA funds will need to be spent by December 31, 2024. All ARPA funds will be designated for the remaining road work in the spring of 2025. 
Council and Mayor discussed the idea of raising fees for Town Hall rentals and the Irish Inn parking lot.  Further discussion will take place at the January Council meeting. 
Expenses: Payroll/Salary/Employee taxes are on budget. The Auditor has been paid in full. The budget for accounting services (LSWG) did not include the audit assistance, so there will be a budget amendment in that category. Legal costs are lower at this point. Town Hall utilities are a little more but should equal out in the end. Town Services and Recycling on track for year. Total expenses of the budget so far in this fiscal year is $211,000 of the total $628,000.00 that is budgeted, using ARPA funds for most of these expenditures. 
Balance sheet as of November 30th, total bank account shows $1.9 million. 
CM Stiglitz asked about the increase in WSSC expense. There was no apparent explanation, and the town manager or mayor will contact WSSC. 

CM Wilson asked about how the town is doing financially – with bank accounts and investments. Ms. Webb assured the town that they were in very good standing and explained that the State of Maryland requires investments to be “lowkey” since public funds are involved. Right now, Glen Echo is profiting from high interest rates, the PNC money market account, and the one CD. LSWG will continue to monitor this for Glen Echo on a quarterly basis. 
Ms. Webb reminded to spend the ARPA funds by December 31. All ARPA funds will be designated to the rest of the road work in the spring of 2025. 
Mayor Costello recommends going over the budget with MS. Webb quarterly rather than going over the budget without their input every month. CM Spealman and CM Stiglitz requested to still have access to budget to review each month. LSWG will upload budget documents onto the LSWG portal. 

MOTION TO APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORTS for October and November: 
Motion: CM Spealman, 2nd: CM Stiglitz; All in Favor 

OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
CM Stiglitz noticed utility paintwork on Princeton Ave. Mayor Costello explained that it could be the future new build on Princeton Ave. CM Tanner asked about timing, and Mayor Costello and TM Zeidenberg will meet with Sandy Spring Builder, who has the home owner contract, to learn more in mid-December. 

MAYOR UPDATES AND OLD BUSINESS: 
Mayor Costello announced the death of beloved resident, Debbie Lange. CM Wilson offered to send a card from the Council. There will be a service to honor Debbie’s life on January 10th at the Town Hall. 

MacArthur Project plan (former Wild Bird Center) has withdrawn their plans for now. For now, the mayor understands that they will plan to have 6 stations in the hair salon on the first floor, and McFarland Woods, building company office, on the 2nd floor. CM Tanner inquired about permit expiration dates as the tree removal permit has been authorized. CM Wilson asked for clarification on parking spaces they currently have. Mayor Costello explained that the parking spaces will not change at this time. CM Spealman noted that as there is no change of use for the building, the county will not intervene with required parking. Mayor Costello wants to make sure that the business traffic will not be stressful for the residents on Bryn Mawr. CM Spealman asked for clarification if further notification will be required for the tree to be removed. CM Stiglitz stated that more notice will be required if there is a street obstruction/construction equipment permit needed for the tree removal. 

National Park Service is reworking the Glen Echo Park plan (Crystal Pool, park activities, fountain area, green space, expanding space behind Ballroom, etc) and there will be a comment period for the community feedback until January 24th. Mayor Costello and CM Stiglitz mentioned that the park service used to have a representative attend the Glen Echo Council meetings. CM Spealman asked if NPS cares about the town of Glen Echo’s perspective on the future of the park. Mayor Costello thinks that they do, and she suggested writing a letter from the town about upcoming changes. 

Regarding the Clara Barton House renovation, the NPS owned Clara Barton House has to have a signed construction contract by October 2025 or they may lose the 12 million dollars in federal funds allocated for the needed renovation.  Mayor Costello remains focused on how the construction will impact the town and the long-term effects of things such as night lighting, and potential HVAC noise effecting residents once the renovation is completed.

WMATA is currently focused on the Foundry Bridge Project in Georgetown. Jim Ashe, the WMATA lead, continues to want all three bridges to be removed due to safety concerns.  At this point, there is no date for the removal of the Wilson Bridge that affects Glen Echo.

Mayor Costello praised the council in allocating the ARPA funds in a timely fashion. 

Holiday Party was well attended. Council members discussed the cost of Mr. Omelette Catering. Council agreed that it is a good use of town’s funds for this popular event. 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER MINUTES;
Motion made by CM Spealman, 2nd Wilson; All in Favor

MOTION TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER MINUTES: 
CM Stiglitz suggestions: on page 2 proposing “a requirement for” and “under” the county code. Added language for the decision point. 

MOTION MADE BY CM Spealman; 2nd CM Wilson; All in Favor 

TOWN OPERATIONS REPORT: 

Holiday Party appreciation for all the help with clean-up, setting up with Mayor Costello, CM Wilson washing tablecloths, CM Stiglitz delivery to MANNA. 

Elevator should be completed by Friday and final payment made soon after completion. 

ARPA funds have been allocated. The remaining ARPA funds will go to Chamberlain Construction for the road work to be completed in the spring of 2025. 

Leaf Collection- start thinking about the necessity for next year. CM Tanner would like to have education around leaving the leaves for pollination, etc. 

COMMUNITY GARDEN REPORT: Aaron Hirsch 
Charlotte wrote a summary of the first year of the Community Garden.  Grant money was used to construct a community garden, with 18 gardeners this first year. There are 32 total plots available. The unused 16 plots were used for community plots. Water bill was lower than expected. The council and Mayor discussed the possibilities of letting non-residents participate in the garden. It was agreed to wait another year and see if more Glen Echo residents participate next year. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCIL TO HEAR RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS:  
 Emily Parsons mentioned that the advertisers will be invoiced soon. 
The Echo Party is on December 18th. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS: 
CM Wilson and Patty Sieber raised more money than ever before for S.O.M.E. 
MLK Day activity on January 20th for sandwich making for men’s shelter. 
Mayor Costello mentioned that Level Gym may become town houses or apartments. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:53 
CM Stiglitz moves to adjourn; 2nd, CM Spealman; All in Favor 

Minutes Prepared by:  Angie Zeidenberg 
 
Approved:_______________________________Date:________________                               
 
Mayor, Dia Costello  
  
  
 
 
 



