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" MONEY THE BIG PROBLEM,

PARK OFFICIAL TELLS TOWN
By Diana Hudson-Taylor and Susan Grigsby

What is the park’s problem, money, management or a
combination?, members of the Glen Echo Park Committee
asked the superintendent of the George Washington Memorial
Parkway, which includes Glen Echo Park, at a meeting Feb. 19
at the town hall.

“Money,” Audrey Calhoun answered without hesita-
tion.

Because the park is part of the National Park system,
she explained, it is subject to National Park rules. This means
it can keep no more than 20 percent of the money it makes.
This and other National Park regulations hamstring the park’s
ability to maintain its current buildings.

Two suggestions offered at the meeting of getting
around the financial problems were: 1) put the management of
the park in someone else’s hands in order to circumnavigate
the financial restrictions currently imposed by the National
Park Service; or 2) pass legislation through Congress exempt-
ing the park (as was done for the Presidio in California) from
them. Ms. Calhoun noted that Congresswomen Connie
Morella has already offered to introduce this legislation for the
park.

Getting the cooperators (artisans) at the park to under-
take long-term investment in their buildings is unreasonable,

—continued on page 2
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MASSIVE PUBLIC RESPONSE
FOR GLEN ECHO PARK PLANS

By Jerry Bodlander and Carlotta Anderson

The National Park Service has agreed to extend the
Mar. 5 deadline for public comment on the firture of Glen Echo
Park to September 1 after an enormous public response to the
proposed five scenarios it presented at several meetings last
month.

The extension was made after a request from Rep.
Constance A. Morella to allow more time to respond to the
various plans. Comments should be sent to: Superintendent.
George Washington Memorial Parkway, Turkey Run Park,
McLean, VA 22101.

The five scenarios for the development of a manage-
ment plan for the park were first presented publicly at a Jan. 20
meeting at the Glen Echo Town Hall attended by about 30
people. A Feb. 3 meeting at the Clara Barton Community
Center attracted over 1,000 people, most of whom could not get
into a hall accommodating 300. In addition, many of those
expressed disappointment because there was no presentation of
the scenarios there, as there had been in Glen Echo. and
because the park service personnel were not in uniform and
therefore not identifiable.

Fran Norton, a Glen Echo Park official, told the Glen
Echo Town Council at its Feb. 9 meeting that park service

—continued on page 3
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MEETING MAR. 14 TO DISCUSS
FUTURE OF GLEN ECHO PARK

A public forum to discuss possible plans for the
firture of Glen Echo Park will be held on Saturday, Mar.
14, at 11:00 a.m. at Pyle Middle School on Wilson La.

" It is sponsored by the Montgomery County Council and
the District 16 delegates. All those interested are
invited to attend.

The forum will be preceded by a walk-through at
the park by park service officials and local legislators
beginning at 9:00 a.m.

Paid Advertisement

PARK COMMITTEE MEET (FROM PAGE 1)

she said, since the George Washington Memorial Parkway
guidelines limit them to three-year contracts. However, exam-
ples of longer 10-20-year contracts do currently exist locally
and in other national parks.

Whatever is done, the 15 people present at the com-
mittee’s second meeting were assured that the land at Glen
Echo park will always stay part of the National Park Service
and only the management and/or structures might change.

THE GLEN ECHO BAPTIST

CHURCH
VASSAR CIRCLE, GLEN ECHO MD.

Jesus Christ is our Lord, Saviour and God. He still
performs miracles at the Glen Echo Baptist Church. A born
again fellowship. 229-4430.

Sunday Morning: PRAYER 8:00, FAMILY SUNDAY
SCHOOL 9:30, WORSHIP AND PRAISE, 11:00. All are
invited!! '

Sunday Evening: 6:00 WHY WE BELIEVE THE
JEWISH BIBLE, 7:00 PRAISE, TESTIMONIES, WOR-
SHIP, SINGING.

Wednesday Evening: 7:00 PRAYER, TESTIMONIES,
BIBLE QUESTIONS

Friday Morning: 10:00 COMMUNITY PRAYER AND
BIBLE STUDY

Collecting food and clothing for the homeless and needy.




PUBLIC RESPONSE (FROM PAGE 1)

people agreed that their arrangements for the Clara Barton
meeting were flawed.

County Executive Douglas Duncan was at the Feb. 3
meeting, Councilwoman Nancy Long reported. She said she
wants to stress the town’s concerns that whatever happens at
the park not be what he seemed to envision at that meeting,
which she described as “a second Wolf Trap.” She said that
whatever is planned it should not be with the intention of
accommodating thousands of people.

Ms. Norton noted that the park is visited by 438,000
people a year, and that the Folk Festival attracts 6-7,000 if the
weather is nice. Several council members said parking during
the festival is very difficult and expressed concern if a similar
situation would exist on a regular basis.

Ms. Norton said there have been no concrete propos-
als for the park, “just people with ideas.” Some people plan to
take a look at the buildings to see what repairs are needed. A
majority of people are looking at options 2 and 5 (“NPS
Management  of  Self-Sustaining  Cooperators,”and
“Management for a Single Private or Non-Profit Entity”), she
said, and those need to be spelled out. She says a sixth
scenario may also be developed involving a satellite campus of
a local university.

Councilwoman Gloria Levin said the real issue is
whether there is money to follow through on any of the ideas
and she wondered how realistic they are.

The town’s Glen Echo Park Committee met on Feb. 5
and 19 (see article, p.1) George Washington Memorial Park-
way Superintendent Audrey Calhoun attended the second
meeting and answered questions on a range of topics concern-
ing the park. Its next meeting, to which the public is invited,
will take place on Thursday, Mar. 5 in the council chambers of
the town hall. Committee members are: Eleanor Balaban,
Debbie Beers, Norman Bernhardt, Raya Bodnarchuk, Susan
Grigsby, Diana Hudson-Taylor, Tim Maloy, Harry Odell,
Robert Radzyminski, and Bea Smith, with Nancy Long as
chairman.

LACK OF POLICE RESPONSE
CONCERNS COUNCIL

By Jerry Bodlander

After police declined to investigate two break-ins of
Glen Echo cars in December Mayor Debbie Beers wrote a letter
urging them to take this type of crime more seriously. She told
the town council last month that she had received no response
from the police to her letter and that in the meantime she had
heard of another break-in.

Councilwoman Nancy Long said it occurred on
Princeton Ave. and apparently was not reported to the police
because the owners had read in The Echo of the non-response
to previous crimes. Mayor Beers said the new break-in should
be reported to police in a follow-up letter.

Council members had various suggestions for improv-
ing police-community relations. They included having the
police community officer attend a town council meeting; ask-
ing John Wells, the town’s police liaison, to look into the
situation; and having a neighborhood constable patrol the
streets. Mayor Beers said a resident who suggested the latter
solution thought no one would mind paying an extra $2-300
per year in taxes for such an employee.

She said an idea to ensure adherence to town ordi-
nances might be having a code enforcement officer who is just
in charge of writing tickets. Councilman Bernhardt said that
to de-politicize such a method the town would have to employ
someone who does not live in town to do the job.

The park’s perilous future has elicited an outpouring
of media attention. “Save Glen Echo Park,” an editorial in the
Washington Post urged on Feb. 14. “The Last Dance at Glen
Echo Park?” asked a Feb. 1 article in the paper, followed by
one Feb. 4 inquiring“Last Tango for Spanish Ballroom?”
“Glen Echo Faces Imminent Funding Crunch” headlined 7%e
Almanac for Jan. 28-Feb. 3, which quoted several Glen Echo
town residents.
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MEETING MAR. 12 TO HEAR
C&O CANAL UPDATE

A public meeting to update citizens about repair
work being done on the C&O Canal will be held at the
Glen Echo Town Hall on Thursday, Mar. 12 at 7:30
p.m.

Douglas Faris, Superintendent the C&O Canal
National Historical Park, and Kevin Brandt, Assistant
Superintendent, will be present.

The new footbridge below Glen Echo is scheduled
for construction in April.

FREE HALL EVENTS
FOR GLEN ECHO RESIDENTS

The following activities booked at the town hall are
free for town residents:

Saturday, Mar. 7, 8:00 p.m. Folklore Society of
Greater Washington concert. Bruce Molsky, old-time fid-
dler, guitarist, banjoist and singer. Performs Appalachian
music to the blues. Has appeared on “Prairie Home Com-
panion.” Call 301-320-7099 for reservations. Free to town
residents.

Sunday, Mar. 8, 3:00-5:30 p.m. CONCERT
AND COMMUNITY DANCE for all ages. Bill Mayhew,
a popular local story teller, shares some of his stories with us.
Tom Hinds, one of the best callers on the East Coast, calls
the dance with music provided by Roustabout. Sponsored by
Folklore Society of Greater Washington.

Wednesday, Mar. 18, 10:00 a.m.
Garden Club meeting.

Saturday, Mar. 21, 8:00 p.m. Square dance call-
ing contest and dance. Sponsored by Folklore Society of
Greater Washington.

Every Wednesday, 8:00-10:30 p.m. English
Country Dance. Live music. No experience or partner
needed. Sponsored by Folklore Society of Greater Washing-
ton.

Springfield

WILL VIRGINIA TOWER
MAR GLEN ECHO VIEW?

The erection of a 170-foot telecommunications
tower next to the Central Intelligence Agency in McLean was
recommended last month by the Fairfax County Planning
Commission by a 7-1 vote. The recommendation was sched-
uled to go to the County Board of Supervisors for review on
Feb. 23.

As reported in The Almanac of Feb. 18-24, a test
using a balloon determined that the three-sided communica-
tions tower would be visible from Cabin John and Glen Echo.
However, the commission decided that because the tower
would be more than a mile away, it would not have an
adverse visual impact on the Maryland areas.

The Echo reported last June that the Potomac Con-
servancy considered the proposed tower an “extremely nega-
tive addition to the Potomac River viewscape” and was
asking that no action be taken pending analysis of alterna-
tives.

The Almanac article quoted Fairfax County Plan-
ning Commissioner John Palatiello as calling it “brilliant” to
build a tower that can’t be seen from Virginia but only from
Maryland because numerous Maryland communications tow-
ers are unsightly and visible to Virginia residents and Mary-
land has refused to let the proposed Western Bypass join
Route 270, which would require a Potomac River crossing.

The cellular telephone tower would be 22’ wide at
its base and would accommodate up to 96 panel antennas
from up to eight carriers, the paper reported. Apparently the
CIA has requested that the tower not be camouflaged because
the agency would like to be able to see that no unauthorized
changes had been made to it.

The National Capital Planning Commission also
will review the plans, the article said.
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FORMER RESIDENT’S
GRANDDAUGHTER KILLED
IN WYOMING CAR CRASH

Nancy McDonald, who lived for many years at 24
Wellesley Circle, has notified The Echo that her “most pre-
cious granddaughter, Carlene McDonald, aged five years, was
killed in a car crash on New Year’s Day in Rock Springs,
Wyo.” “My son and I are devastated,” Nancy writes.

Carlie had visited Glen Echo several times, toured
Glen Echo Park, and enjoyed the playground and several meals
at the Inn at Glen Echo. “She loved the whole scene and
looked forward to another trip East in August.”

Carlie’s mother, Susan McDonald, the driver of the
car, will appear at hearings beginning March 5.
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TOWN COUNCIL NOTES
February 9

Councilman Brintnall said town attorney Norman
Knopf wrote that he thinks the idea of having the town adopt
the county animal control ordinances and letting the county
enforce them is a good one. Mr. Knopf believes the town can
give up issuing pet licenses and offering free rabies shots, since
these are policy decisions not involving legal considerations.
Councilman Brintnall thought the town might appoint an
ombudsman for pet issues to help residents work things out
locally...

Mayor Beers reported there has only been one bid for
the right-of-way survey. It offered a variety of options, with
the top cost of $6,400. ..

Councilman Bernhardt suggested getting another
telephone line for the town hall office. The clerk/treasurer
agreed it would be a good idea because it would enable people
to call her while the computer is online...

The council voted to donate use of the town hall to the
Potomac River Basin Consortium for their May 8 dinner.
The Consortium, which will hold a program that weekend at
Glen Echo Park featuring music of the Potomac River Basin,
was looking for co-sponsors. A motion to make an additional
$50 donation was defeated 3-2 (Long and Bernhardt ayes;
Beers, Levin and Brintnall nays). ..

Several council members expressed concern that
many people are still parking in areas that are marked with
yellow lines, making it difficult to turn into some of the
streets...

Councilman Bembhardt reported he installed two set-
back thermostats at the town hall. He says the town is paying
$1.23/gallon for oil from Griffith Stewart while Buyers Up is
charging 40 cents less. He said the town should be able to do
better than its current deal and should shop around...

--Jerry Bodlander

LADIES OF GLEN ECHO

You are invited to a Ladies
Night
at Diana Hudson-Taylor’s
16 Wellesley Circle

Wednesday, March 11, 8:00 p.m.
Please RSVP, 301-229-2163

GLEN ECHO WEBSITE
HAS NEW ADDRESS

Glen Echo finally has its new website address,
thanks to long efforts by Peter Somerville. To find out
all the local news and link up with Glen Echo Park and
other useful Internet addresses, go to: http://
www.glenecho.org.

BURNED-OUT STREET LIGHT?

If you see a burned-out street light, you can report
it to Pepco by calling 202-833-7500 and giving the
location and, preferably, the pole number. You should
also note whether it is a wooden or metal pole.

If the problem is a burned-out bulb, the light will
be replaced within 72 hours, Pepco says. If it is a
wiring problem, allow 7-10 working days.

“Let’s talk about what’s
happening up and down
MacArthur Blvd.”

907-7600
229-7990



PRINCETON RESIDENT
TEACHES DANCE CLASS

Interested in a full body aerobic workout for those who
love to dance? Princeton Ave. resident Cathie Polak teaches
“Dancin’ Fitness” at the Bannockburn Elementary School
Monday and Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. for the Montgomery
County Department of Recreation.

Presented in an entertaining format using steps from
jazz, tap, ballet, and modern dance, the one-hour sessions
include warm-up, stretching, abdominals, upper body toning
with optional weights and cool-down. Cathie encourages Glen
Echo residents to sign up, since “the more the merrier.”

Cathie was asked to start teaching the class four years
ago after taking it for 17 years with the recreation department.
As a child she took lessons in jazz, tap and ballet dancing.

The class begins Mar. 30 and costs $69 for 20 ses-
sions. She gives the same class at Leland Community Center
on Tuesday and Thursday at 9:15 a.m. beginning Mar. 31. For
further information, call 301-217-6797.

A children’s fitness program is also offered at the
Bannockburn location for grades 1-4. The eight 45-minute
long classes are held Friday at 3:45 p.m. and begin Apr. 24.
The cost is $40.

Other recreation department classes offered locally
include Japanese Dollmaking at Pyle Middle School on Mon-
day at 7:30 p.m., and many classes at the Clara Barton
Community Center (see article this page).

HARVARD RESIDENTS
PROPOSE ALTERNATIVE TO

PLANNED STORM DRAIN
By Jerry Bodlander

Residents of lower Harvard Ave. would like the town
to write a letter detailing an alternative to the current plan to
construct a new storm drainage system, part of which would
run through their back yards, Mayor Debbie Beers told the
town council last month.

She said she wanted to hear why the alternative would
be preferable to the county plan, but also to see the feasibility
study behind the current plan so it would be clear why it was
designed as it was.

The residents suggested that the drain be placed
somewhat differently in their yards than currently outlined in
order to save a tree as well as other benefits, she said. Council-
woman Long said the county hasn’t thought about access for
construction or repairs, and that the project will hurt those
whose homes are affected because it will limit what they can do
with their property.

Mayor Beers said she thinks the longer the town
delays, the more likely it is that the county will do nothing.

DICK SPICER—-RELOCATED

Mobil’

KENWOOD MOBIL CENTER
5201 RIVER ROAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20816

Dick Spicer
SERVICE MANAGER
MD STATE INSPECTOR

Ph: (301) 652-9527
Fax: (301) 652-1138

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE

WHAT’S DOING AT
CLARA BARTON CENTER

Class programs offered this spring by the Mont-
gomery County Recreation Department at the Clara Barton
Center spring include: Roller Jam Hockey Clinic (ages 5-12);
Wee Wanna Be Tiny Tots sports program (ages 3-5); Defini-
tions (adult fitness); Gymnastics (ages 3-5); Karate/Jujitsu,
(ages 5-12, 13 and up); Latin Nightclub Dancing; and Night-
club Country Western Dancing. For further information on
these classes call 301-217-6797.

The Teen Center meets Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday for drop-in and homework hall from 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Dances are also scheduled. Volunteers to serve on the Teen
Center Advisory and Planning Council are needed. Please call
Linda Jones at 301-229-0010.

The Clara Barton Senior Program meets on Wednes-
days from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Activities include exercise,
speakers and trips. The exercise program meets Wednesdays
and Fridays from 11:00 a.m.-noon. Mondays there is Drop In
Bridge, from beginners to advanced.

The Clara Barton Community Center is located at
7425 MacArthur Blvd. in Cabin John. Call 301-229-0010 for
further information.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Neighbors,

As an area resident and frequent customer at the Glen
Echo shopping center, I am appalled at the quantity of trash,
gum and cigarette butts which spew out of the 7-11 and into
the parking lot. Much of it is carried over and dropped at the
bus stop beyond the Exxon station.

The 7-11 seems alone in its disregard for the cleanli-
ness of our neighborhood. My understanding is that a family
comes to sweep the sidewalk and empty the trash cans each
evening but by then litter from the lunch rush has had time to
blow everywhere.

Please help me keep pressure on the 7-11 manage-
ment by writing to them care of the store at 7305 MacArthur
Blvd., Bethesda, 20817. The property manager is Mr. Lee and
the 7-11 area representative is Mr. Say Tran.

Thank you.

David Sproul
Sumner

(Editor’s note: David Sproul was a longtime resident of
Glen Echo and reporter for The Echo until he moved to
Sumner two years ago.)

LAW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(301) 229-8500

Heather Corrage

Financial Planning

TOWN WANTS STRIPING
AT MACARTHR INTERSECTIONS

TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS
By Jerry Bodlander

Responding to the January accident in which resident
Jim Anderson was hit by a car turning into Harvard Ave.,
council members last month expressed concern that crosswalk
striping at entrance intersections is faded or non-existent.

Councilman Norman Brintnall said he has long been
worried about lack of delineation for the crosswalks and rec-
ommended heavy duty yellow striping, as well as investigating
better lighting for some areas.

Other council members noted that the areas, which
are part of the MacArthur Blvd. bike path, are county property,
not town property, and their maintenance is the county’s
responsibility. It was mentioned that the county could use a
more permanent, light-reflective paint which would be better
than the striping the town normally does.

Mayor Debbie Beers said she would write to the
county and request permission for the town to do the striping,
but she stressed that the county can’t be allowed to give up on
maintenance of the area. She also noted that nothing can be
done now because the bike path is torn up by the re-lining of
the aqueduct pipes.

NURSERY SCHOOL AUCTION

The Bannockburn Cooperative Nursery School
will be holding its annual fundraising auction on Satur-
day, Mar. 21, from 7:00-11:00 p.m. at the Bannockburn
Clubhouse.

This “Fiesta Auction” will feature margaritas, a Rio

Grande fajita dinner, dessert bar, and more. There will
be a silent and live auction of a variety of items donated
by the community and local businesses.

Tickets are $5 per person admission, and $16 per
person for admission and dinner. For more information
or to purchase tickets call Peggy Philleo, 301-320-8635.
To make a tax-deductible donation to thc auction call
Peg Jobst at 301-229-5541.

NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, March 9—8:00 p.m.
Glen Echo Town Hall
Contact the mayor to add an item to the agenda




ORWELL’S 1984 ARRIVES 14 YEARS LATE
By Morris Cobern

Bureaucratic and technological wheels have spun
more slowly than George Orwell anticipated, but his predic-
tions are finally coming to pass, helped by lots of little broth-
ers.

An insidious State Motor Vehicle Administration pro-
gram allows anyone with a $2 bill and your license plate
number to obtain your name, address, weight, birthday, etc. To
block this access, call 1-888-682-3772, enter your driver’s
license, social security number and birth date by phone. If my
experience is replicated, the computer will pleasantly tell you
that it could not process the request and to wait for a clerk
(about 10 minutes). Then a surly voice asks for the informa-
tion and says the blocking is implemented, with the unstated
implication that you’re perverted, subversive, or both.

After taking these actions, it might be wise to check if
your efforts were successful. It wouldn’t take much talent,
using the MVA program, to devise a safe way to target houses
for break-ins. While you and your car are away, your plate
number could be the key to invite semi-clever housebreakers to
do their thing. And it might also provide information for that
guy in the truck you accidentally cut off on the Beltway.

Perhaps pressure from organizations such as the
NSHB, the HBA, and the IUDSC (Natl. Soc. Of House break-
ers, Heavy Breathers’ Assn, and Int’l Union of Dinnertime
Sales Callers) encouraged the state to offer this service.

(Editor’s Note: Morris Cobern prints The Echo)

FROM THE TREASURER’S REPORT
January/February 1998

Holiday Party food, etc.

$1,279.72
Website name registration $100.00
Maid Brigade (hall cleaning) $196.00

(A full accounting of all bills paid and payments re-
ceived is available as part of the town council minutes.)

CLASSIFIED ADS

FREE: Woodburning stove/fireplace insert (Fisher
brand). If you can haul it away, it’s yours! For
further info, call Michael and Dorrit @ 301-229-
6066.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: Beautiful classic Cape
Cod in Glen Echo featuring sensational first floor
addition. Gourmet Kitchen, sundrenched Dining
and Great Room. Hardwood floors throughout,
3BR, 3Full Baths, Fireplace in Living Room, Fin-
ished Basement for au pair or home office. Deck off
Great Room. Offered at $399,000. Agent co op.
Please call for appointment 301-320-9448.

WANTED: Running partner for early morning runs
(around 6:30 a.m.). Call 202-633-9211 days.

FOR SALE: Twin beds with sheets & quilts, $75
each. Butcher block table, all purpose, 3’x4’°, $25;
small area rugs from Ikea, cheap. Timothy Maloy,
Oxford Rd., 301-229-4745.

SECTIONAL SOFA, 6, pieces, 4 corners, 1 center, 1
ottoman, light gray wool, good condition. All or
part. Cabin John. $500. 301-320-2429. Leave
message.

Classified ads are firee to Glen Echo residents.
Fee to non-residents: $.75 per line of 55 characters or
Jewer. Display ads: 84 per column inch. Ads may be
left with or mailed to the editor at 38 Wellesley Circle,
Glen Echo, MD 20812. Make checks payable to: Town
of Glen Echo. Deadline: 24" of each month.

PROPERTIES ON THE MARKET

5900 Oxford Rd. $399,000

Intirnate Diniryg

Nestled along the Potomac in fistoric Glen Echo, Maryland.
Serving American Cuisine ~ Specializing in Fresh Fish & Seafood,
Fine Wines and Premivm Cigars
Lunck, Dinner, Saturday Breakfast & Sunday Brunch
Information or Reservations ~ Call (301) 229-2280 Fuax 229-2518




