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TROLLEY RIGHT-OF-WAY

= PROPERTY AUCTIONED

By David Sproul and Carlotta Anderson

A three-mile long section of the old trolley line which ran
alongside Glen Echo was sold by auction on June 16 for $42,500.
The buyer and only bidder was Leonard N. Bebchick, an attorney
acting on behalf of a group of transit riders who won a 1960s
class action suit against D.C. Transit System Inc. and its boss, O.
Roy Chalk.

The auction was a foreclosure sale that took place because
D.C. Transit defaulted on a note scheduled to be paid to the
riders. The note was secured by the property.

Glen Echo Town Councilman Bill Shultz was an observer at
the auction, which was held on the steps of the Judicial Center
in Rockville. He asked Mr. Bebchick if he was interested in
donating to the town some of the right-of-way abutting Glen
Echo. Mr. Bebchick rejected the suggestion because his clients
wanted to realize a financial benefit from the land, and they
were not eligible for a tax write-off because they wete a
non-profit group.

He told Councilman Shultz the group would be very
interested in discussing selling a section to the town.

A $25,000 deposit was requited in order to bid. Mr. Bebchick
is out of the country until July, and it was unclear why he had
begun the bidding at the higher price. William Harvey, substitute
" trustee, said that it is common at foreclosure sales that only the
noteholder shows up. Glen Echo town attorney Tom Craven was
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COUNCIL SETS NEW TAX RATE
Most Will Pay Less Than Last Year

By Gloria Levin

At the June 14 budget hearing and town council meeting
the town council voted to raise the property tax rate slightly in
order to partially offset a decrease in income due to lowered tax
assessments.

Mayor Beers proposed increasing the rate from $.31 to $.35
per $100 valuation in order to achieve a “constant yield” of
revenue. She estimated that few town property owners would be
paying higher taxes because the assessed values of most town
properties had decreased substantially. Keeping the same tax rate,
therefore, would produce lower income for the town.

The council voted instead to raise the rate by only $.02 (to
$.33) as a compromise. Councilwoman Nancy Long voted against
the motion. She said she wanted to “maintain a healthy surplus”
and have “a comfortable cushion in the bank.”

During the discussion at the hearing, Tom Kenney presented
to the council a graph showing the steep increase the $.35 rate
would cause those whose taxable assessments go up 10% each
year because they are capped or because of improvements to the
house or a change of owners. He proposed a zero percent cap for
those properties. Mayor Beers said any such change should be
motivated by its affecting more than a few people. Even for
those affected, she estimated the increase to be under $50.

A $15.,000 line item for repaving the Town Hall parking lot
and installing a storm sewer on the property was added to the
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SUNNYSIDE
WINDOW WASHING
and

Expert, friendly residential service
Call today for a free estimate

301-913-2863

If bird feeding is your favorite hobby,
we’ll be your favorite store.

10% Off Any
I Purchase W/This Ad I

Cash, check only; no optics
L I I S . ..

Wild Bird Center

7687 MacArthur Blvd.
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 229-3141

A half-mile past the one lane bridge
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BUDGET (from page 1)

mayor’s proposed budget for the coming fiscal year. Other minor
changes included adding $5,000 for a review of the condition of
town streets and the town hall.

The council approved a final budget of $197,050 with an
estimated income of $111,037. Last year $148,601 was budgeted,
with $83,924 actually spent by the end of April,1993.

The size of the town surplus (currently $237,032) was
questioned by Councilman Jim Anderson. He claimed that the
town could operate for four years simply by using the current
surplus. Councilman Michael Brintnall said he considered the
surplus a set-aside for future capital needs, and thought that, if
anything, the surplus was too low for longterm capital
expenditures.

Mayor Beers said that she intended to spend the budgeted
funds this year in view of several years of non-action. She noted
that an indeterminate amount would be needed for compliance
with the Americans With Disabilities Act and ongoing street
improvements.

The mayor said that at the urging of its auditors, the town is
attempting to collect all the $15,000 taxes owed on business
property or from those whose businesses are located in their
homes, which is listed in the budget as *"Personal Prop. Tax.”
Petsons subject to this tax have been contacted and if necessary
the town will contract with a collection attorney.

More than a dozen residents attended the hearing. One said
she opposed the mayor’s plan to improve landscaping at town
entrances because she felt it would call attention to the town.
She said she'd prefer the town looking *a little shabby” in
exchange for maintaining the current security.

The mayor said she wanted to purchase a FAX machine for
the Town Hall office and possibly add another street cleaning in
late spring or summer.

EXTRA ECHOS AV AILABLE

If you didn't get your copy of 7%e Fcho or would like
an extra one, there are a few left each month at the Glen
Echo post office.

Just ask a clerk for one.
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REAL ESTATE? Tell a friend 1o cali JANE STEVENSON
L at Shannon & Luchs. (O) 886-9292 (H) 229-3578

SUN SMILES ON TOWN PICNIC

The weather was beautiful, and a turnout of more than 50
Glen Echo residents turned out for the annual town picnic on
Sunday, June 13. Many remarked that they thought it the most
enjoyable in many years.

While their elders shared dishes they had brought and
beverages provided by the town, laughing children cavorted on a
Moonbounce, arranged by Kate Horwitz, who organized the
party. She was assisted by John Barrett and Jim Horwitz.

FROM THE TREASURER 'S REPORT
May 1993
Lam’s Landscaping (April & May) $1,745.28

MacArthur Animal Hospital (rabies) 20.00
Esther Cerruto (T.H. cleaning) 100.00

(A full accounting of all bills pard and payments recerved
Is available as part of the town councr/ minutes,)

LAW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(301) 229-8500

‘“W/%W’// z

Heather Cottage

Financial Planning
Investments
Insurance




OLD TROLLEY LINE CORRIDOR AUCTIONED (from page 1)

informed prior to the auction that the property would be sold as a whole, not piecemeal.
The auctioned land included much of the former trolley right-of-way from Radcliffe Lane to the Dalecarlia reservoir in D.C. The
riders group did not buy the section including the still-standing railway trestle and the former turn-around west of Radcliffe Lane

because of possible liability problems, Councilman Shultz was told.

Some sections wete previously deeded to the government for the Clara Barton Patkway and Glen Echo Park, Mr. Harvey said.
Other parts are easements granted for the railway, which, when abandoned, may revert to the person who granted the easement.
While a substantial portion was owned outright by D.C. Transit, Mr. Harvey said it was “impossible for me to figure out if that is the

majority or minority of it.”

If abandoned land has been in continuous use by the same person for 20 years, it sometimes may be acquited by adverse

possession, Mr. Craven told the town council last month.

According to an article in the Washington Post, the land,
which no longer contains tracks, varies from a width of 120 feet
to 30 feet. It said the 15-acre corridor was assessed at $571,000.
The last trolley ran in 1960.

The article quoted Mr. Bebchick as saying the bulk of the
property had no value but the group thought it might be able to
sell part of it to the National Park Service so it could widen the
Clara Barton Parkway. There was no comment on whether the
group was interested in selling portions to individuals.

The 30-year-old transit riders suit was initiated because of
fare increases in the 1960s, according to the Aosz In 1989, the
U.S. Supreme Court decided they were owed a multimillion—dollar
refund, but so far no distribution plan has been approved by the
U.S. Court of Appeals. The Riders fund now has $11 million and
is still owed $4.8 million.

It will be several months before all legal formalities of the
sale are concluded, Mr. Harvey said.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

THE GLEN ECHO BAPTIST CHURCH
VASSAR CIRCLE, GLEN ECHO, MD.

SERVICES
Sunday BIBLE SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.
OPEN BIBLE FORUM 6:00 p.m.
EVENING SERVICE 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday PRAYER TIME 7:00 p.m.
Friday COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY AT ANNEX

10:00 a.m.
0 Pastors: David L. Cole and Roger Armold
0 Over fifty years of crisis counseling and referral.
a Collection center of food and clothing for the homeless
and needy.
Call us: 229-4430 or 229-3314

JESUS CHRIST IS THE ANSWER TO EVERY
PROBLEM OF LIFE AND DEATH!

CLASSIFIED ADS

PROGRAMMER WANTED. I need a personable
programmer to assist me with work on two research
grants. The programmer should be able to use statistical
software for an IBM compatible PC to set up data files
and codebooks, do data entry, occasionally answer
computer-related questions, meet with project staff
periodically. There is the potential for work over a
three—five year period. Hourly pay range from $10 (data
entry) to $20 (programming) per hour. Work tends to
occur in batches rather than on a weekly basis. Call
Laurie Leitch 229-1210 (eves.) if interested or if you
know someone who might be.

PETSITTERS. We will care for your pets while you
are away. $l/day. Call Ashley, 229-1374 or Victoria,
229-2962.

WANTED. Used ping pong table. Must be plywood
or fiberglass (not particle board). Call Anderson, 229-
3748.

PIANO LESSONS: Sign up for summer/fall lessons
and be prepared for an enjoyable, uplifting experience
with Ms. Ann Mitrisin, a long experienced nationally
certified teacher. (301) 229-7882.

TYPING, transcribing, word processing. FAX ser-
vices. Experienced, good references. Call Jennifer, 229~
9121.

Classified ads are free to Glen Echo residents. Fee to
non-tesidents: $.75 per line. Display ads, $3 per column inch. Ads
may be left with or mailed to the editor at 38 Wellesley Circle,
Glen Echo, MD 208 12. Make checks payable to: Town of Glen
Echo. Deadline: 24th of each month.
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NEW OWNERS COMPLAIN OF RADCLIFFE LANE PROBLEMS
By David Sproul

New town property owners Alec Graham and Madeleine Carter came to the town council last month to describe their objections
to recent town actions near their house on Radcliffe Lane and to request that others be carried out.

As laid out in a letter submitted to the council, they complained that a truckload of wood chips had been dumped in the woods
beyond the paved portion of the street and that they were concerned that the town intended to establish a compost area thete. They
said that they had been assured by Mayor Beers before they bought the house, which they rent out, that the town *“had no plan™ for

the site and that if they had known that anything would be put
there they would never have bought it.

Mayor Beers countered at the meeting that she had told them
only that no construction was planned there, but that the land
had been used for decades as a composting site and she had no
inclination to see that use end.

The conflict boiled to the surface tecently when a town
contractor, under the supervision of Councilman Bill Shultz,
deposited on the land a thin layer of wood chips which had been
produced during the clearing of vines and undergrowth on the
trolley right-of-way. The clearing operations also removed what
Ms. Carter and Mr. Graham saw as a valuable screen from
MacArthur Blvd.

They said they thought advance notice should have been
given them before either of these things transpired and they
wanted assurances this wouldn’t happen again. They also asked
that the town plant a strip of leyland cyprus and erect a 6’6"
fence along MacArthur Blvd. on the Chalk right-of-way to
provide a screen.

They also complained that the strip of town land along
Radcliffe La. was an eyesore. They asked the town to clean it
up and put a picket fence around a neighbor’s vegetable garden
on that property in order to block the view of it.

Councilman Brintnall proposed, and other council members
agreed, that as a compromise the town would distribute wood
chips elsewhere whenever possible and neatly maintain grassy
areas on the land in question, as well as clean up any trash.
Additionally, the area would not be touted as a public composting
site.

Mayor Beers agreed to look into the practicality of a
water-diverting bump at the top end of the road, which they
requested in order to redirect water run-off.

® ¢ FELLEN EULE. LCSW. BCD

Clinical Social Work Practice
Children. Adolescents
t Adults. Couples. Families

3501-520-00%2

8512 Carlynn Drive
Bethesda. Maryland 20817

414 Hungerford Drive. #240
Rockville. Maryland 20850

THE KEYHOLE
Leo Mondale and Sarah Patton of 7309 University Ave.
spent several days at the Outer Banks, N.C. While there,
they celebrated the third birthday of daughter, Sophie. Also
Jjoining in the fun was her brother, Freddy, who will soon be
one year old.

—Tillie McNoldy

BRIEFL Y NOTED

The Bannockburn community is inquiring whether a bus
stop at the Glen Echo shopping center could be funded by
the Keep MC Beautiful program sponsored by the Dept. of
Transportation...

The Wilson Lane sidewalk is scheduled to be built in
1994, the Bannockburn Newsletter teports. It is to be 3500 feet
in length and will cost a reported $112,000...
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Let’s talk about what's
happening up and down
MacArthur Blvd.”

B LONG &
907-7600 W FOSREALTE“IR{;




TOWN COUNCIL NOTES

Town property owner Sally Law came to the meeting to inform the council that she and The Inn at Glen Echo were distributing
petitions opposing the consttuction of a storage, power and utility building for Glen Echo Park outside the perimeter of
the existing park or directly across from their Tulane Ave. businesses. Ms. Law said that she had also protested to Sen. Barbara
Mikulski, Rep. Connie Morella and other legislators as well as Kitty Roberts, Superintendent of the George Washington Memorial
Parkway. Mayor Beers offered to allow petitions to be delivered through the town hall mail slot...

The council granted a request from resident Gloria Levin to use the town hall in December for the benefit of the Ivy
Inter-American Foundation. The permission was unusual in that the council has traditionally avoided town hall uses which
involve items for sale. Ms. Levin assured the council that proceeds will go to charitable causes and that the items for sale will not be

of very high cost, theteby minimizng the amounts of money involved...

Councilman Anderson reported that vehicle ordinance violators are being pursued in the prescribed steps...

The council decided to award a contract for painting the town hall to the Renaissance painting firm for $14,400. The firm’s

bid calls for full priming and includes new paint for the fences...
Councilman Anderson announced that he had nominated this

reporter as his replacement representing Glen Echo to the

Montgomery County Police Citizens® Advisory Board...

The council postponed a decision on paving the town hall
parking lot but expects it to cost around $15,000...

—David Sproul

in harmony with your
taste & budget

WASHINGTONIAN
AWARD WINNER

Unusual Design ® Wood Deds
Brick & Stone Patios ® RR. Tles
Unique & Beautiful Plantings

Mark Willcher
and Company

320-2040

INCIDENTS ON TOWPATH

June 12, 1993 —Rape. Wednesday, 1 p.m., on Blue Trail
off C&O Towpath near Old Angler's Inn. 23-year-old female
attacked and shot with a stun gun by white male, 40-50, 6,
medium build, blue hat, Rayban glasses, aqua polo shirt with
penguin, Docker shorts and new boots.

June 20, 1993--Sexual Assault. Rape. Sunday, 6:15 a.m.
on the C&O Towpath between Fletcher's Boathouse and Chain
Bridge. A woman who was fast-walking was attacked and
raped. Description: Black male, very dark, 25-35, 5’5"-5'8",
155-170 Ibs. Short black dreadlocks, yellowish teeth with gap in
front, goatee, wearing multicolored button down short sleeved
shirt with long tails, carrying grey nylon bag.

April 25, 1993 -Indecent Exposure, Sunday, 10:25 a.m. on
the C&O Canal near Potomac, MD. A woman was walking or
jogging on the path when a nude man approached her from out
of the nearby bushes. Description: White male, 30's, 6° tall, 175
Ibs., long brown hair, beard. The U.S. Park Police say this man
has been around for a couple of years and they would very much
like to apprehend him. If you have been approached by this man
or know of someone who has, please call U.S. Park Police, (301)
492-6293, as soon as possible.

March 6, 1993--Indecent Exposure, Saturday, 1:15 p.m. on
the C&0O Canal near Lock 7. A woman was walking on the
towpath and saw a man in the woods near the river exposing
himself. Description: White male, 30s, 6°, slim, with a green
baseball hat with a blue/gteen windbreaker and blue jeans.

—Road Runners Club of America, Bulletin #28 and U.S.
Park Police



GLEN ECHO PARK ACTIVITIES

PARK EVENTS

July 17

Goldenwood Trio, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Concert in the Spanish Ballroom

Music from the folk and classic traditions.
$6 adults; $4 children

July 18

Octondre Chamber Ensemble, 4:00 p.m.
Concert in the Spanish Ballroom

$8 general; $6 students/seniors

ADVENTURE THEATRE

Charlotte’s Web

Through July 18

The Fabulous Fable Factory
July 31-September 5

Weekends at 1:30 and 3:30
Tickets: $4.50 Call 320-5331

WEEKEND DANCES AT THE PARK

July 10—Nathan & the Zydeco Cha Chas

y

/ July 24—Tom Cunningham Orchestra plays music of
the trumpet masters

Workshops 8-9: Dances 9-midnight.
Every Friday and Sunday, squares and contras.

THE PUPPET COMPANY

Cinderella

To July 11

Jack and the Beanstalk

July 21-August 29

Every Wednesday and Thursday, 10 & 11:30 a.m.
Most Saturday and Sundays, 11 a.m., 1:00 & 2:30 p.m.
Tickets: $4. Call 320-6668
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GLEN €CHO

Pharmacy
7311 MacArthur Boulevard
" Bethesda, MD 20816
SHIP YOUR (301) 229-5656 |,
~"  PACKAGES HERE Fax: (301) 229-3036

USE OF THE TOWN HALL

All residents are entitled to use the Town Hall on
payment of a $50 deposit, which is returned if the hall and
grounds are left in a clean and undamaged condition.

Non-profit organizations may apply to use the hall with
a $50 deposit, which is returned on the basis of the above
qualifications.

Other groups may rent the hall for $400, with a $50
refund if hall and grounds are left in a clean and
undamaged condition.

For all other information and reservations for use of the
hall, please contact Councilwomn Nancy Long. 229-1369
(evenings and weekends).

PROPERTIES ON THE MARKET

6108 Princeton Ave. $379.000
36 Wellesley Circle $450.000
32 Wellesley Circle $197.000
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