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NEW POST OFFICE LEASE 

STILL UNDER NEGOTIATION 

By M. Grigsby and Carlotta Anderson 

The Glen Echo Post Office has agreed to a new 

three-year lease for its rental of the town hall which 
raises the rent to $26,000 per year beginning in 1998. 

The town proposed an addition to that rent equal to the 

cost of utilities beginning January 1, 1999. This pro­
posal was rejected July 30. 

The rent is currently $23,500, with utilities included. 
Mayor Beers calculated that the town is paying about 
$4,000/year in utilities on the building. 

Councilman Bernhardt said he thought the post office 

was the major consumer of energy in the building because of 
the number of hours it was open and nature of its business. He 
said he did not feel the post office was paying market rates for 
its rent, and that our paying of its utilities was a bad idea 
because we could not control their use. 

Councilman Brintnall suggested negotiating a clause 
whereby the town could, after one year, exercise an option to 
have the post office pay for its own utilities. The one year lag 
would give the town sufficient time to separate the metering. 
His motion was approved unanimously. 

August 1997 

TOWN T(J ASK FC)R ACTION 

ON RE-WATERING OF CANAL 

By M. Grigsby 

Representatives of the C&O Canal Preservation Coali­
tion last month asked the Town of Glen Echo to join their 
organization's efforts to address the apparent lack of canal 

repairs in the local area. Brookmont resident Steve Malloch 

told the town council that the eight-mile stretch between Old 

Angler's Inn and Lock 5 was not receiving its promised share 
of flood reparations and expressed <;oncern that the park 

service seemed to be '"reneging on [itsj commitment" to this 
sector. 

Mr. Malloch was accompanied by other coalition 

members, including its chair, Melissa Andrews. The coalition 
is a non-profit orgimization comprised of 13 neighborhood 

groups. Its purpose, Ms. Andrews said, is to ensure that 
certain sections of the canal are not "cannibalized" in favor of 
other sections. In particular, the coalition is interested in 
protecting the "last 22 miles of the canal." 

From the outset, the park service has maintained that 
its first objective was to mend "areas of highest use," namely, 
Georgetown and Great Falls, which receive a large volume of 
tourist traffic each year. Mr. Malloch objected that the span 
between Lock 5 and Old Angler's Inn has received the lowest 

percentage of repair money and shows the lowest percentage of 

-continued on page 3
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Paid Advertisement 

THE GLEN ECHO BAPTIST 

CHURCH 

VASSAR CIRCLE. GLEN ECHO MD. 

Jesus Christ is our Lord, Saviour and God. He still 
performs miracles at the Glen Echo Baptist Church. A born 
again fellowship. 229-4430. 

Sunday Morning: PRAYER 8:00, FAMILY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 9:30, WORSHIP AND PRAISE, l 1:00. All are 

invited!! 
Sunday Evening: 6:00 WHY WE BELIEVE THE 

JEWISH BIBLE, 7:00 PRAISE, TESTIMONIES. WOR­
SHIP, SINGING. 

Wednesday Evening: 7:00 PRAYER, TESTIMONIES, 
BIBLE QUESTIONS 

Friday Morning: 10:00 COMMUNITY PRAYER AND 

BIBLE STUDY 
Collecting food and clothing for the homeless and needy. 
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TOWN OF GLEN ECHO 
MARYLAND 

20812 
Town Office 320-4041 

6106 Harvard Avenue or Box 498, Glen Echo, MD 
20812 

Office Hours: Monday and Friday: 9:30 am- 12 noon 
or by appointment 

MAYOR 

Debbie Beers 

CouNClL MEMBERS 

Norman Bernhardi 
Michael Brintnall 
Gloria Levin 
Nancy Long 

CLERK-TREASURER 

Betsy Platt 

ANI!\1A1. CoNmm. OFFICER 

Al\�·f..\l. CONTROL BoARn 

Kathleen Horwitz 

Sarah Patton 

229-7308

320-2469
229-6792
320-5068

320-4041

320-2171

320-0037

FOLIAGE OVER SIDEWALKS 

RENIOVED BY TOWN 

Overhanging planl materials thal were obslrucling 
pedeslrian use or Lown sidewalks were removed by the Lown 
landscapers iasl monlh al town expense. 

Residents had been asked lo do this work themselves 
by June 30. A minority did not comply sufficicnliy lo enable 
pedeslrians lo use sidewalks wilhout either ducking over­

hanging foliage or dodging foliage that blocked use. The 
town council had decided lo cul whal remained al Lown 

expense rather than engage in protracled requests or warn­
ings lo those who were in violation of the ordinances. as it 

has done in lhe past. 
Clerk/Treasurer Belsy Plall walked arow1d Lown 

witi1 lhc foreman of the landscape crew to explain what 

needed lo be done. ln parlicular, she slressed lhat corners of .-­
sidewalks should be easily turnable and all sLreet signs should 

be unobstructed. 



CANAL (FROM PAGE 1) 

completed repairs for any of the regions discussed in the Flood 
Recovery Plan released in June. 

Councilwoman Long noted that a good portion of the 
$22 million designated for flood repairs has been spent re­
searching ways that future flood damage can be mitigated, and 
that this type of investment does not show up on progress 
updates as any kind of "repair." The park service's decision to 
pursue sustainable reparations, rather than opting for what it 
calls "band-aid" solutions, is the slower (and ostensibly more 
expensive) alternative. 

This point is particularly relevant locally, where many 
repair timetables are contingent upon successfully countering 
damage that occurred further upstream. 

C&O Canal National Historic Park Assistant Superin­
tendent Kevin Brandt said the park senrice's minimum goal is 
to restore the canal to the standards of two years ago, before the 
flooding. He acknowledged that the coalition was correct in 
asserting that fundraising plans to raise money for the "High 
Priority [Unfunded] Projects" was not final. But he added that 
current plans and funding should be sufficient to restore the 
canal, including the area between Old Angler's Inn and Lock 
5, to its previous state. 

Coalition members presented the town council with 
the draft of a letter endorsed by its member civic associations 
requesting that the park service ·'revisit its priorities·· and "fix 
more things in this section," and invited Glen Echo to sign the 
letter. The coalition planned to send the letter Lo Congressional 
delegates as well as the park service. 

The town council decided instead that as a municipal­
ity it should write its own letter. Mayor Beers has asked 
Councilwoman Long to draft it. 

The coalition· s efforts were outlined in a front page 
article, "'Delays Leave Part of C&O Canal Dry:' in lhe IYash­
ington Post of July 14. 
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CAROUSEL STAMP SHEET 

NOW HUNG IN TOWN HALL 

By M. Grigsby 

Councilwoman Nancy Long at last month's town 
council meeting officially accepted a commemorative frame of 
the sheet of carousel stamps presented to the town by the U.S. 
Postal Service in October 1988. Residents Deborah Lange and 
Peter Somerville donated their computer and craft skills and 
materials to mat and frame the set, \'\--hich had been stored in 
the town hall office. The framed set is now displayed upstairs 
in the town hall. 

It was because of the tm-vn' s efforts to save the 
carousel at Glen Echo Park, which were spearheaded by 
Councilwoman Long, that the postal service presented the 
town with the sheet of its 25-cent Carousel Stamp Series (the 
second set was 32-cents), as well as a proclamation establish­
ing October as National Stamp Collecting Month, and a cer­
tificate of franking. 

Of particular interest is the "'cover" which is visible 
on the proclamation. A '"cover" is the ink stamp used by post 
offices to indicate, among other things, a letter's place of ori­
gin. "First day covers," which come from the city where the 
postage stamp is actually issued are of the highest value to col­
lectors. 

First day covers of the carousel stamp are postmarked 
from Sanduskv, Ohio. While there is generally no recognized 
value held by ;,second day covers," Glen Echo's cover that day 
was a specially designed depiction of the park carousel. 

NEXT TOWN COUNCIL l\'lEETING 

Monday. August 11-8:00 p.m. 
Glen Echo Tmrn Hall 
Contact the mayor to add an item to the agenda 

Cheese, imported and domestic T 
T Organically-grown produce 

Nuts, dried fruit, grains & beans sold in bulk T 
T Health & bodycare, cruelty-free 

Serving the community since 1975. 

Bethesda Co-op 
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BARBARA LOHMANN ODELL 

1923-1997 

Longtime resident and town Yolunteer Barhara Odell died .July 3 at her home at 7317 Columbia Ave. of a liver ailment 
She had lh·ed in Glen Echo with her husband. Harry. since summer 1971. and worked part time at the Glen Echo Post Office 
in the 1970s. Barh,ua also seJ Ted on the tmrn Animal Control Board .. the Board of SupeJTisors of Elections. and as a 
deliYerer of T71e Fehn 

Barbara was a natiYe of Brooklyn. NY and a graduate of Columbia University. where she also received a master's 
degree in education. She taught health and physical education at public and private schools in Ne,, York. New Jersey and 
Rhode Island in the late 1940s. 

She and her husband moYcd to the Washington area in 1949 and also Jiycd in Germany, Israel Sri Lanka, Greece, 
Jordan and s,,itzcrland, ,,here Harry scncd at Foreign Senice posts. She ,ms co-chairman of the German Study Group of 
Washington and a member of the Association of Foreign Scnicc Women. 

In addition to her husband, she leaves a daughter, Deborah Odell, of Alexandria; a son, Dm id Odell, of Baltimore; and 
three sisters. 

Barbara was an agreeable and unassuming woman with a ready smile, always ready lo help and earl} out her duties 
conscientiously. She was a well-respected and cherished member of the Glen Echo communit:y and will be sorely missed. 

"Let's talk about what's 
happening up and down 
MacArthur Blvd." Lilt\LONG & 

�FOSTER
® 

PIANO WANTED 

The town needs a new piano for the Glen Echo 
Town Hall. If you have one to donate, please call 
Clerk/Treasurer Betsy Platt at (301)320-4041 or ( 301) 

PRODUCE VENDOR SETS UP 

AT WILSON LANE SPOT 

By Carlotta Anderson 

Fresh fruits and vegetables are again being offered Lo 
the local community from a picturesque cart parked in the lot 
at MacArthur Blvd. and Wilson Lane. Vernon Lingenfelter 
was approved by the county as a site specific vendor to sell 
produce at that location. No other vending will be permitted 
there, however. 

A law passed two years ago prohibited vending less 
than 200 feet from any intersection, and the vendors previously 
ensconced at Uiat location had to move. The distance was 
reduced by executive regulation last November to 100 feet, 
according to Hal Phipps of the Department of Environmental 
Protection. Mr. Lingenfelter's cart is 100 feet from both 
Wilson Lane and the Union Arch Bridge, and 50 feet from U1e 
center of the roadway, as required. 

v,;

907-7600
229-7990 REAL� 

Mr. Lingenfelter years ago worked at the van that sold 
shrimp there, when the only other vendor was the well-known 
Tony Dicarlantonio, some of whose produce came from his 0 

own farm on MacArthur Blvd. near Angler's Inn. Tony died 
in December at U1e age of 9 5. 

---------------



TOWN COUNCIL NOTES 

July U 

Animal Control Board member Kate Horwitz said 
licensing of 1>ets in Glen Echo was roughlv two-thirds 
complete. (Townspeople were notified that licens�s were to be 
obtained by June 30. with fees doubling by August J and 
tripling by September I.) Resident Renny Springuel expressed 
concern that the town had not specified the appropriate proce­
dure for filing animal complaints The council set a timetable 
for the next town meeting. pending the response of the town's 
attorney to the latest animal control policy draft .. 

Susan D. Grigsby was sworn in as Elections Officer

for Glen Echo ... 

There have been no changes made regarding the Glen

Echo website because the decision to use George Linzer's 
commercial system has not been finalized .. 

Clerk/treasurer Betsy Platt is continuing to research 
alternatives to the tmvn's current hanking policies because of 
the potential impact of the CREST AR merger .. 

Mayor Beers asked for a moment to remember Bar­

bara Odell, a longtime Glen Echo resident who served the 
community in many ways and who died July 3 ... 

Mayor Beers will not be present at the August meet­
ing .. 

--M. Grigsby 

Enjoy wildlife 
at your window 

• Feeders • Nest Boxes
• Birdbaths • Binoculars
• Seed • Free Birdwalks

Wtld Bird Center 
10124 River Road • Potomac 

765-9453

r---, 
1$2.001 
I 

Off 1
I I 
I any 40 lb. I 
I hag of Wild I 
I Bird Cent<.!r I 
I 

Premium 
I 

seed 
L---.J 
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WELCOME, NEWCOMERS! 

11 ,,as while brO\Ysing the Internet one c,cning that 
Andy and Stacey l'vlaJmgren called up the Glen Echo website 
and learned that a house in town was for rent. For several 
years they had been visiting houses for sale in Glen Echo, 
never finding what they were looking for, but eager to move 
here. 

In April, they left their Alexandria condo and moved 
to 42 Wellesley Circle with the idea that renting was a good 
way to check out the community. "Everything was just what 
we had been looking for," Stacey reported. 

As a child, she had visited Glen Echo Park while 
living in Rockville. Andy grew up in Clifton, Va., a town of 
Victorian homes in Fairfax County that is about the same size 
as Glen Echo. They met while attending St. Mary's College, a 
state college located in southern Maryland near the Patuxent 
Naval Air Base, and married three years ago. Another member 
of the family is Pepper, a two-year-old Boston terrier. They 
expect a child in December. 

Stacey, who has already attended several town Ladies' 
Nights, is conference director for the Special Libraries Associ­
ation. She puts together conference and trade shows for law 
librarians, pharmaceutical librarians and other infom1ation 
professionals. 

Andy is Senior Program Leader for the environmental 
health center of the National Safety Council, a non-profit 
organization. He manages a technical support hot-line for 
CAMEO, a chemical data base used by fire and police officers 
who need to know the hazards and health effects of chemical 
spills and the like. 

Stacey and Andy invite Glen Echo anglers to come 
fishing with them in their 22-foot fishing boat kept on Chesa­
peake Bay near Solomon's Island. Stacey also indicated she 
would be available to help witJ1 Glen Echo's coming centennial 
celebration. 

L5l1JI'ES O:f (jL'EN'ECJ-fO 

You are invitee[ to a Ladies Niglit 

at Car{otta .:Anderson's, 
38 We{fesfey Circ{e 

Wecfnesaay, .:Aug. 13, 8:oo y.m. 



Henry Barrows and Carol Barton are raising the 
roof. In this case, it is the roof of their house at 6005 Yale Ave. 
and the purpose is to construct and additional two bedrooms 
and a bathroom. After the work is completed, they will be 
putting new siding on the house ... 

A resident whose house abuts park land saw a red fox 
in her yard last month. It was very mangy and had lost a lot of 
fur, but otherwise seemed healthy. She was able to shoo it 
away ... 

An obliging council member with a washing machine 
possibly saved the town several thousand dollars in the past 
weeks. The dingy curtains in the town hall ballroom came 
back from the dry cleaners looking even worse than before. 
The council discussed the possibility of having new ones made 
for the 10 windows, an expenditure estimated ai more than 
$200 per window. Councilman Norm Bernhardt offered to 
wash the existing ones instead. They turned out iooking bright 
and new and are again hanging in place ... 

Glen Echo Park was profiled on Channel 4 on July 
22. lfyou missed the broadcast and would like to see it, bring
a tape to Debbie Lange and Peter Somerville at 49 Wellesley
Circle and they will make a copy for you ...

THEFT FROM AlJTO 

ATGLEN ECHO PARK 

A two-way portable radio was stolen by two men from 
a car parked in the Glen Echo Park parking lot on JW1c 19 at 
about 5:00 p.m. The owner of the vehicle saw U1e crime in 
progress when he returned to U1e parking lot. When U1e 
suspects saw him approaching. they jwnped out of U1e car, but 
he was able to iackle one and hold him with the aid of 
bystanders. 

Police officers from the park police station arrived and 
arrested Uiat suspect. The other fled with the radio in a 
maroon Nissan Maxima. He was described as a white male, 
wiU1 short dark hair, and U1e nickname of .. Gus.·· The suspect 
arrested is an 18-year-old from Wheaton, 6 ·r, 280 pounds, 
according to the U .. S. Park Police. 
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TEEN PARTIES A PROBLEM 

By M. Grigsby 

Two requests by non-residents to use the Glen Echo 
Town Hall for "teen parties" last month spurred the town 
council to a discussion of an apparent conflict between the 
town's own interests and its responsibility to the general 
public. 

Teen parties are not very popular with town residents, 
Councilman Norm Bernhardt said, because of the "noise and 
destruction" which have accompanied them in U1e past. He 
suggested that such parties be denied use of the hall. CoW1cil­
woman Nancy Long added that this undesirable behavior 
occurs even though the adult sponsors of the parties invariably 
promise their party will be different. 

Last month the council voted to deny use to the 
Synergy Dance Group because its frequent use of the hall 
would curtail the use by 0U1ers. However, since two teen 
parties over a six-month period could not be interpreted as 
causing any scheduling restrictions for others, the council took 
no action. 

LANDSCAPING 

zn harmony with your 

taste & budget 

Washingtonian Award Winner 

Unusual Design• Wood Decks• 

Brick & Stone Patios • Railroad 

Ties • Waterfalls & Pools • 

Unique & Beautiful Plantings 

Ivlark Willcher & Co. 

(301) 320-2040

MD 13305 DC726 



RACCOON ALERT! 

Raccoons have taken up residency in Glen Echo and 

environs and have targeted town trash cans for their late 
evening/early morning meals. If you don't very firmly affix 
the top on your trash can, they will pick and choose an1ong 
your leftovers, strewing less delectable morsels on yards, 
streets and sidewalks. 

The best way to thwart their foraging is to get trash 
cans with lids that can be tightly closed with handles and tl1en 

hook bungee cords from handle to handle. Even tl1at doesn't 
always work, and raccoons sometimes roll cans all the way into 
ravines to dislodge the tops. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FREE. Slide attachment for swing set. 301-320-
8129. 

STUDIO SPACE FOR ARTIST WANTED. Sharing 

fine. I do small fine art pieces. Teaching. Small 
class s1lace nice but not necessary. 301-320-0537. 

(_ 'lassi/ied ads are .free to Glen cdto residents. 
Fee to non-residents: $. 75 per line of 55 characters or 

.fewer. Display ads: $./ per column inch. Ad'i may be 
le/i with or mailed to the editor at 38 1,Vel/esley ( 'ircle, 

Ulen r:cho, Aff) 20812. Make checks payable to: fown 

olG!en /�dw. /)ead/ine: ]./
11, 

oleach month. 

AT CLARA BARTON 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Sunday, August 23, 10:00-12:00 a.m. Win-Win 

Fun: Cooperative games for the whole family. To register call 
(301) 229-1347.

The senior program meets Wednesdays from 10:00-
2:00. 

The exercise program, open to anyone 55 or older. 
will continue on Wednesdays and Fridays from 11 :00-noon. 

Discounted theme park tickets are available for pur­
chase at the center. To avoid disappointment. call first. Tick­
ets for Kings Dominion, Six Flags, Hershey Park, Adventure 
World, Busch Gardens, Water Country, Dorney Park and 
Sesame Place are all available at great reduced prices. 

For infonnation on any of the programs call (301) 
229-0010.

The Center is located at 7425 MacArthur Blvd, Cabin 
John. 
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ARTISTS FROM KYRGYZ 

PERFORM AT TOWN HALL 
By Peter Somerville 

On Saturday, July 12, Glen Echo Park and Glen 
Echo Town Hall hosted the Kambarkan Folk Ensemble 
from the Kyrgyz Republic, a small mountainous country 
north of the Himalayas to the west of China. The group 
was here to celebrate the visit of its country's president, 
Askar Akayev, to the U.S. 

On Saturday afternoon in the park, the ensemble 
performed an exciting program of music, song, and dance. 
The dances depicted traditional folk stories and were very 
lively and expressive. The costumes were extremely color­
ful. On SahJTday evening an informal party in the town 
hall provided an opp01iunity for local residents to meet the 
group and offer hospitality with a pot-luck supper. 

Through an interpreter from the embassy, the few 
English speakers in the group, and an album of pho­
tographs of the country and its people, we found out more 
about this remote area. The group is composed of the 
country · s leading instrumentalists, singers and dancers 
and has performed in Asia and Europe. 

Thanks partly to the efforts of local residents 
Betsy and Jamie Platt, the group perfonned at four concert 
events in the Washington area before moving on to North 
Carolina 

LAW & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

(301) 229-8500

.• •· . 

.. - � . . �_:}\\;�. �� �-·-'·:.�_

Hearher Couage 

Financial Planning 



COMING EVENTS 

Saturda), Aug. 9-Bcausolcil with Michael Doucet 
Satunla), Aug. I(>---The Lone Starlets 

Satunla), Aug. 23--Thc Tom Cunningham Orchestra 

Saturda), Sept. 6---Thc Snilles 

ANNUAL LABOR DAY ART SHOW, AUG. 30, 31 
AND SEPT. I-noon to 6:00 1>.m. 

Every Friday. traditional country dances 

Every Sunday. contras. square and folk dances 

Sunday afternoon tea dances: 

First & third Sundays. waltzes. foxtrots and ball­
room. 4:00-6:00 pm 

Second and fourth Sundays. traditional American 

and international dancing for all ages and abilities. 
3:00-5:30 pm 

FROM THE TREASURER'S REPORT 

Knopf & Brown (legal Mar., Apr., May) 
Landscape Projects (June & July) 
James H. Brandon (Quickbooks training) 

$3,917.34 
$1,579.59 

$750.00 

FREE HALL EVENTS 

FOR GLEN ECHO RESIDENTS 

The following activities booked at the town hall are free 
for town residents: 

Friday, August 8, 8:00 p.m. Ed Trickett, singer and 

songwriter. A recording artist since the I 960s, he 

collects and interprets ballads, sea songs and other folk 
songs and accompanies himself on six- and 12-string 

guitars, hammer dulcimer and piano. Sponsored by 
Folklore Society of Greater Washington. 

Sunday, August 24, afternoon and evening. Sacred 

Harp Singers. Sponsored by Folklore Society of 
Greater Washington. 

Every Wednesday, 8:00-10:30 p.m. English Country 
Dance. Live music. No experience or partner needed. 

Sponsored by Folklore Society of Greater Washington. 
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ADVENTURE THEATRE 

Hansel and Gretel 
August 2 through September 7 
Weekends at I 30 and 3:30 
Tickets: $5.00 Call 320-5331 

THE PUPPET THEATRE 

Cinderella 

Through August 31 

Wednesday through Friday. 10:00 & 11 :30 
Saturdays & Sundays, 11 :30 & I :00 
Tickets: $5 Call 320-6668 

PROPERTIES ON THE MARKET 

6104 Harvard Ave. 

5806 Oxford Rd. 
24 Wellesley Circle 
5906 Oxford Rd. 

$339.000 
$374.900 
$240,000 

Under contract 

Intimate Vining 
Nestfetf alon11 tne Potomac in nistoric (jfen 'Ecfw, Maryfantf. 

Servin,f American Cuisine ~ Specidi.einff in :Tresn :Tisn & Seafood; ,,,,,,.,,,. 
:Tine Wines anti Premi11111 Cilfars 

..Cunc/i, 'IJinner, Saturday fBreaifast & Sunday !,pruncn 
Infom,ation or !l(_eseT'/'Jations ~ Call (301} 229-2.280 :T� 229-.2518 


