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Trash Contract Awarcted to Montgomery County Refuse 

By Julie Milstien 

Montgomery County Refuse Company, the lower of the two bidders for Glen Echo 
trash collection, was awarded a contract for 1983 by a 3-0 vote at the December 
13 Town Council meeting. Councilwoman Rex Borsari was ahsent for the vote. 

Bids were received from Montgomery County Refuse, the present contractor, 
in the amount of $18,536 for 100 houses and 10 special pickups, and from 
Ronald W. Tenley for $24,100, plus dump fees, for the same service. 

The contract was for the 
period from January l , 1983 
through December 31, 1983, but 
contained an extension option for 
two additional years. Town 
attorney, Tom Craven, \'Jho was 
present, advised that the town 
could accept this without solici­
ting additional bids. 

,-------.., 

POLICE TO MEET WITH MAYOR 

REGARDING COMPLAINTS OF 

LACK OF COOPERATION 

After reading in last month's 
ECHO of the Mayor's concern over "the 
unwillingness of the County police 
to enforce County and Town laws in 
Glen Echo," Lt. James Vohn contacted 
Mayor Kuster and suggested a meeting 
with County police representatives in 
January. The Mayor is considering 
inviting the representatives, Capt. 
Renfrew and Lt. Roby,to the January 
17 Council meetinq. 

--- continu�d on page 2 
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POLICE TO MEET WITH MAYOR (from page 1) 

"Lt. Vohn wanted to know what 
our problems were and I quite frankly 
told him they were the lack of police 
enforcement of the town ordinances 
regarding traffic violations and the 
situation surrounding Trav•�· the 
Mayor recounted. He added that he told 
Lt. Vohn the town was concerned 
about both the actions of the clientele 
in the street outside Trav 1 s, including 
the noise and rowdiness, and a severe 
traffic problem at that location. 

The Mayor said he had already r:et 
with Sgt. Phillips at the Park Police 

substation in Glen Echo Park. "They 
are aware of the problems at Trav 1 s 
and have the same feelings about them 
as I do. In order to make those 
people do what they are supposed to do 
you have to crack down on them and 
the Montgomery County police aren't 
doing what they should do. 

"The people living on that side 
of town have as much right to live 
peacefully as the rest of us on the 
other side of town.'' he said. 

--- Carlotta Anderson 

,--...., 



�_Editorial 

When Mother Nature dumped 
eight inches of snow on Glen Echo 
December 12, the town streets were
well-plowed within hours. In fact,
after driving through many Bethesda 
and D. C. streets, we concluded that 
Glen Echo had the best snow removal 
for that storm. 

For this, townspeople should 
thank the conscientious and hard­
working Mayor and Town Council, who 
must plan not only snow removal 
but all the sundry operations that 
fall to the lot of the government 
of a small town. Indeed, with everyone 
(as it seems) busier than ever before
and volunteerism at a low ebb, we
should be doubly grateful that we 
have such public-spirited residents 
who are willing to devote many hours 
without pay for the benefit of their 
fellow townspeople. .. 

However, it seems excessive that 
,,,--- the hardest-working of the lot·-- the 

Mayor -- should also have to pla� and 
carry out the town parties. In the 
absence of other volunteers willing 
to take on the responsibility, Mayor 
Kuster organized and did much of the 
work for both the Halloween and 
Christmas/Holiday parties this year.
He even advertised in THE ECHO for
people willing to helpon fnel-lolida·y 
party and received only one response!

We also noted that around 64 
people attended the Halloween party
and at least 50 came to the Holiday 
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party -- that is, they had a couple hours 
free time to attend a party. Wouldn't 
it be nice if all the people who attend 
town parties offered to help with them 
and the Mayor could limit his respon­
sibilities to town business? 

OPPOSITION PLANNED 

TO BUS LINE CLOSING 

By Sheldon Milstien 

The Bannockburn Citizens Associa­
tion is planning to coordinate efforts 
of local communities opposed to the 
projected closinq of the N4/N5 bus line 
before METRO holds public hearings on 
the proposed changes next fall. 

Ed Mall•y, a representative of the. 
Association, said he will seek the 
formulation of a consensus position of 
all concerned local communities to 
present at the hearings, which have not 
yet been scheduled. 

METRO plans to phase out conmuter 
buslines and replace them with feeder 
lines to nearby subway stations as the 
subway to the suburbs is completed. 
This means that the N4/N5 lines, which 
now runs between Glen Echo and Farragut 
Square in D. C., will be eliminated. 
METRO proposes to replace it with a 
feeder line on Wilson Boulevard to the 
Bethesda METRO station. 

Commuters who currently use that 
line will likely suffer both increased 
commuting expense and travel time, 
especially for those who will have to 
transfer at METRO Center to another 
subway line. 

The Bethesda subway line is not due 
to be completed to Shady Grove until at 
least mid-1984 and will probably not be 
completed on time. 

BODY IDENTIFIED 

The body found by two hikers on 
Cabin John Island, just below Glen Echo 
on Thanksgiving Day was identified last 
month as Dona� Davis, 51, of the 5500 
block of 78th Avenue in Cabin John. 

The body was so badly decomposed 
that it was not possible to det�nnine 
the cause of death, accordinq to 
Sandra Alley, U. S. Park Service 
spokeswoman. 
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SANTA COMES TO GLEN ECHO 

A roly-poly San{a Claus with 
red cheeks manaqed to take time out 
from his busy pre-Christmas schedule 
to attend the Glen Echo town holiday 
party o�;Sunday, December 19 at the 
Town Hall. 

.App.roximately 50 tovm residents 
also attend"d and drank \>Jine and punch and 
snacked on hors 'd'oevres with their 
neighbors while a chamber music group 
serenaded th��-

The nall was.de·cked l'lith bou0hs 
and ornament� and a.Christmas tree �Y 
Jul4e Mitstien, Re* Borsari, Fred 
Kuster, 1 1ancy long and Pe�19y Ho 11 and. 
The punch·�as provided by Rollina and 
Hir� Sadarangan'i ·and p'aula \./olff brouqht 
a case .of vline; , .. 

The m�sical ensemble was arranaed 
by Rex- Borsari and �9-nsisted of 
i 1ichael Kligerman, Holin; \!illa
Kligerma:n, flute an'd Susan ·Tamulevich,
piano. 

The evenina concluded 1·Ji th some of 
the suests sinqinr Christmas carols. 

Ca�lotta Anderson 

Classified Ads 

THE CLARA BARTON CENTER o� MacArthur 
BoulevaraTntabin Jonn is looking 
for p�ople interested in serving as 
substitute teachers. If interested, 
call 320e4565. 

* ""' * * * * * * 

Cla�sified ads are free to Glen Echo 
res,dents and may be 1eft in THE ECHO�
box at tbe Post Office or given to·.,.­
Ann �irnpf�h, 23 We11es1ey Circle. 

•. 
P1 ease ��ot phone them to the Edi ten�·.·,;.Fee to non,resiaents; !iiOit per fine 
of 36 spas�s or fewer. Make ehecks 
payab1� to "The Town of G1en Eeho" and ma,1 them to Ann Simpich 23 Wellesley Circle, Glen Echo,'MD 20812.

AD DEADLINE: 24th of EACH MONTH 
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To:wit Council Highlights 

. December 13, 1982 

Proqress is beinn made on the 
new town str��t sirins, which �ill be 
white w-ftnnreen letterinci. Since 
the standards will Le replaced, the 
old standards will be �ade availatlc 
to tmm resicents on a first co1nc, 
first served hasis. 

Anyone interested in o�taininr 
standards, which could be used for 
house s inns or other r,urposes, r·ay 
acquire the� for a $5 donation to 
t�e Ar�or Day Fund. 

Mayor Kuster would like anyonr 
interested in inStallinq the stanrl;irrls 
and sions for the town to contact him. 

T�enarvlanrl 1fonidral Leanue is 
directinn municipalitiis to put worrlinr 
in their charters which will exemrt 
them from so. cific cnuntv laws which 
they do not.wish to have-arplied, re­
ported Counci h1on,an r:orsari. • Hm,1ever. 
municipality ordinances must be rit • - ..._,,, 
least as restrictive at those of the 
county in the area of public health. 

Mayor Kuster expressed his nrati­
tude to retirinn Clerk-Treasurer raula 
t.folff. This 1-,as joined by a unanimous 
vote of appreciation from the Council. 

Since then, the Mayor has been 
contacted by two town residents who are 
seriously interested in the post. :1rs. 
Wolff will pro�ably contine in her joh 
through January and February until a re­
placement can take over. 

- - - .. -· - - - - - -

Trav•� hQ� been sold . und9r �on-

d,tiona1 contract to two la1-,yers, one from 
Potom�c and one from Alaska, who plan to 
keep �t pretty much as it was, reported
Mayor Kuster. 

\ . He noted his h?pe that they will work
with the town to bring the·buildino into 
compliance with Mont8omery County code 
and to occupy the site in a manner in� offensive to the nei�hboring houses. �e w,11 try to invite the new owners to the
n�x t town meeting to hear the Council's v1@ws on what should be done at the site.

,,m .. Julie 1111stien
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NOTEWORTHY GLEN ECH()' BUILDINGS: 13 Vassar Circle. 
Part II 

By. J. M•nu-el Espinosa, 

As our hous·ebo.ld grev. from, five to six,, with the, birth 0£ a· .f'<llurlh. S'Gr.t 
in 19.54, and for· a t"1m8'· ta eight,. wdlth a grandmother and' atmt,, w:e gradually, 
enlarged the house, to: iits· pr.sent, s0i.ze.. Ses-:ildes addd:ng the, bed'room <if.own.­
stairs, next. to the, ailready exi&tfng sma1letr one,,, we ra.ised, the• oae$ s:iid;'e cs,J{ 

the roof to provide two ls.rg� and one, small bedrooms and a. bath,, enla::rg;;ed 
the downstairs bath�oCi>m,. enlarge'd:C 1ud :remodelled the dining ro.om, aJ!ld kitchen,. 
and added a living :r0om vtthl ffrep]aclf, removing the· outside screcened: poirclm .. 

The f'ront p;w.ch now· i& open ¥1:th1 three. square· pillars,. Hidder:i:. :iu•u;;i(de 
these pillars are> pr•s'&TVR,. for- sentimental reas,o� three o'f' the Vi:te:t:o-rlan 
style pillar&'. th-..t surrounded the, l!:.-s-haped pe7eh, of· 1950· .. 

Our family' 9; mo'St act.f.ire years, as � part of the· Glen Echo, scene we-Fe the, 
1950's and 1960's, when our f'6u�· s·ons: were, young,. I.iv:r:n,g the, lif'li' of Huck 
Finn and Tom Sawye�. Th� a�ealf> •cross Mae.Arthur Bou1eYard, and past Cabin Jo�l\'l: 
Bridg&, and along· MacArthur· �s,t Glen Edl·o Pa,rk. (which was in full swing as an

amusement park}, were still largely und'evelo,ped.. Glen, Echo was still a. 
_. country area edged by woods· and &h:ad'ed creeks; the Canal, and a beauUflir] area:

of the· Potoma.c!" •. · 

,r--,,.., 

The Parkway had not yet been 'built, and a steep path covered with l�e 
boulders led down: pra-t.icaJ.ly fr.om ou:r yard to the Canal., which could be. t:ros�· 
by a small wo·oden to'Ot. bridge, now gone,. In thes·e haunts,. th& 'boys-al.o:ng with 
other neighborho·od boy,s-&xplored every inch o·f the, land, finding· mini-balls,. 
and a cannon ball, of Civil War days, oddly colored rocks, large pieces of 
broken plates from the old Cabin John Bridge· Hotel that was destroyed by fire 
in the early 1930's, and the like. 

They fished and went swimming in the river, ice-skated on the Canal ,'.j:ust • 
b,low the town, and engaged in other more dangerous exploits such as rowing' 
out past Cabin John Island and being caught in a heavy storm, all a part of' 
the day's worry and anguish for the paren ts. In those days, in almost any 
given year, there were approximately 100 children in the town between the 
ages of four and fifteen.. Our boys counted among their f'rie·nds �arly- :fifty 
neighborhood boys. 

The 1950's and 1960's were also a very a.ctive period in the orgamzing 
of community activities for children by the Town Council, as might be· e·xpe•c:ted 
in view of their unusua1ly large numbers. Many mothers were involved in 
their and other children's activities. 

My wife Betty was a Cub Scout den mQther for over four years. She 1'&S 
active in organising the, annual Ha11oween Week events. In 1952,, she wa.s • 
placed in charge of these- events by the Mayor. It was a notable a.ffair,, 
beginning with a mock e1ection in whic'h the children were the participants·. 
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The town government was taken over for the week by the youthful elected 
officers - the Mayor, the Town Council members, Police Chief, Fire Chief, etc. 

•:, 
t . . • ; � 

One or another of our sons, Joe (Pepe), Raymond (Corky), John, and Tom, 
servee;t,in,,each··,of these capacities at ,one time :or·;,anothe:r;.-. • Some residsnts 
even ·re�eive4 ,parking -tickets for ;parking ,violations. ,£rom the youthful 
-"officers..- !!.��Frank.:Bl.air; later .of -Today fame;- featured the. 19:52 ele·cti.ohs .o_n 
his mq:rm.:ng,progI"am-on:Channel·4. ,_ ·,., ·, ..• · ··,� 

� ·�; , f. ' ·: • ,· -� 
·' >· i .• 

.. 7ih�)1J:.1oween -events -�nded with. an ev,enirng pro,ceS:$ion 'down· University 
Avenu� ,to the Fire. House on Vassar Circle (now, the'. &ptist <llurch),. led by'· i •• ··r:.:·· 
the Glen Echo Fire Truck, with children hanging on from all sides, and the 
smaller. one_sj riding in the ·ambula·nce, and 'finally a•: grand Halloween cristume • 
party,.,wi,th. the _judging Qt co_stume.:s., wi,th, prizes, and e.a-ts·. , 'For 13 Vassar 
Circle, those were memorable ye·aris--,,� , .. , ,. :.. � ;;..� 1 

• •• 

: •.' - -·· - - - • 

f. \ . .: . J' • .. ,•. 

' ,. I 



Paula Gaber'and Nanny Eldredge, both 
10 and students at Bannockburn Elementary 
School, were on the team representing 
Bannockb11rn on "It's Elementary," seen 
on Channel 7 on Saturday, December 11 at 
11 a.m. 

• • • • • 

Happy Birthday to: 

Bonnie Whyte-------------------January 9 
Ronnie Vine--------------------January 15 

• • • • •

Ann Simpich was unable to do "The 
Keyhole" this month due to the death of 
a close friend. Her column will resume 
�,th the next issue. 

-,,::,se leave i terns for "The Keyhole" in 
her mailbox at 23 Wellesley Circle or in 
flm ECHO box at the post office. 
--

NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, January 17 - 8:00 p.m. 
Glen Echo Town Hall 

ill Residents Encouraged to Attend 

Those wishing to add items to the agenda 
of the meeting should contact 
Cl.erk-Treasurer Paula Wolff, 229-2378 

• * * • • 

NEW FIRE CHIEF CHOSEN 

Acting Chief Phillip Stillerman 
was promoted to full time chief of the 
Glen icho Fire Department at the Novem­
ber 23 meeting of the Glen Echo Fire 

rd, according to Mayor Fred Kuster, 
t-�-easurer of the Fire Board.

The meeting was held at the Glen 
lcho Town Hall . 

7 By 

1t,\'\t\ 

FILL DIRT NOT GRADE
D

· 

The town is unhappy that e•ight' 
truckloads of fill dirt "contribut�tt-�·' 
by the s. Albert Pav'ing·Cqmpa:ny and� 
offered for use of any town' resident 
contain large stones and ,w1e-re no·t 
graded after being dumped·. The dirt 
was dumped on the right:..of ;_way.· nex't 1:.o
the Town Hall. 

Sediment Contr·01 Offi'cer· wrote the­
company advising that it ha:d breached'' art 
oral agreement to grade the dirt and,to­
provide "clean" dirt. The·• le-t t:er re;,. • 
quested action by N9vember 30,· 1982. 

Attorney Tom Craven told the• Council 
and Mayor at t;he December meeting that· 
they had an option of fil�ng for the 
cost of grading in Small Claims Cou,:rt, 
al though it might cost almost as much 
in legal fees as would be reco-ver·ed. 
He said he would require a written 
estimate of the cost of gradingin-
order tc file and the Mayor will obtain 
this beC.orGthe January Council' lliee·ti'lig'; 

---Juli·e Milstien, 

* * • • •
International School Expands 

The Washington International Scnool'-, 
located in the former Clara Barton 
Elementary School building in Cabin John. 
will be ,>perati ng a full elementary, 
school at that location begi'rining: with' 
the 198 3-84 school year, acc6rdilrfg tc,5' 
The Village News of Cabiri'John. 

The School has held' orily.f.c,Urtn ariE:f 
fifth grade classes at the"' Ggcbii1f J-c5lirf 
location since it open��'-�he-rEf ia:st;. yfftf;r.­
The School also has a: ftl!l el:emen'e:ary 
school at a campus in Geo-'rgetowriJ as ,well. 
as a secondary program at 'filiEf '.fu.e·ga,ron­
estate on Macomb St., N.W. 

The School has open house- toti•rs 
every Thursday from 12:00 to· frO(f. 
The phone number is )64·-18 jo. fns-tru"o-t--iiofll 
is bilingual in English and' French or 
English and Spanish. 
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.. , ... f r�m F,dd • Barrows 

• Glen Echo's Only Hummingbirds
rn.: -, , ..... 1-t-,� .i': '• ·••_[_,.-� ·:-· � ··' • • Iri' the last • three summers, while I have gardened in this town, my yard

,,,.;_ 9-r:��- ,���mr+v.t.stted from June to September ?Y spri tely ruby-throated humming-
,· .. , .. _9:;_;-§�.•-. ;,�th_ough there are hundreds of kinds of hummers, only this one s-pecie� 

,
u 

, • ·:;,�. f°:�r:iir:}�P a.;i.,�_n �9�0. 

• ·:, ·•.:.":'J: ,'ha:��.:•�e�r(��stly females among my flowers; P.�cas.ionally a �ale ha�
,_, _, _• "Vv .••. o: k •·• -� ."f• ·.. , 

been ·seS'n icio!l'ling about looking for nectar and insects. A male can be dis-
·,:�;:,:,it;��·g,H.s�,�� '_by °hi{ irridescent red throat plumage.

1.::.. /·_,,... '. -,.,} 1 < ·--: __ :.--7 � -; -� ) 

. • "_ ',• The bird.� wer�·-'especially attracted to red and orange flowers' such as 
• �w�:8�fmJqsJ'81<

> 

't,a), cann�s, and impatiens. Since the cannas have such deep
1.:tt;:f6w_ers:, • th'e·" b,irds would perch on the flowers momentarily while imbibing
·ni�:�e:r�,. -�pparent;J.y probing as deeply as they could,

:. Gladiolus of all colors were also visited by the ruby-throats; Some-
.. r ,'. (• .-, T" ,. ,., ' • ' f ·.- ' -- -<',. � • . ' . 

•• '.times a bird visited every open gladiolus flower, one by one, in a matter of· 
se6'orrds·, These 'birds are also eapecially fond of trumpet vine nowers, which 
fe�. perso,ns grew in Glen Echo,

,)',. · ,. ; . '� ' --
The ruby-throats overwinter in the tropics, Scientific sources report 

that an individual can fly nonstop across the Gulf of Mexico, yet it weighs 
only one-quarter ounce! 

' � 
• 

_ .. . �f you don't have a good place for growing the flowers hummingbirds like, 
; you - can still feed and observe them if you set up a plastic hummingbird feeder, 

A feeder outside a favorite window c n add zest to your life . 
• ,. _.·"1:,_ - �-'· ' 
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At 

GLEN ECHO PARK 

� 

A landscape architect of the 
National Park $ervice, Paul Steehr, 
has met with Councilwoman Debbie 
Beers t� plan the pl,yground to be 
sitea in Glen Echo Park. He expects 
to previae Counctlwo��n Beers with a 
meael or sketches which could be use• 
fer funaraising. 

A press release about the project 
will be issue• sHn. Diane Leatherman 
at Glen E�h� Park an« tewn resitent 
Cathie Pelak will help with clissemin­
ation of press infermation. 

The National Park Service �as 
been slate• for a possible 25% buaget 
cut by the Office of Management and 
Buaget, Parkway Superintenaent Jehn 
Byr�e reported te Col.ll"lcilwom.an Nancy 
L•n�. 

The Spanish ballroom renevation 
preject is almest cemnletea, although 
the Park Service hla only enour,h 
meney te paint three sides cf the 
BaUree11. 

Adventure Theatre 
presents 

THE ODYSSEY 

J�uary 15 - February 13 
Saturdays am. Sunaays 

at 1:30 ana 3:30 

Tieketa: $3 Reservatiens: 320-5331 

A puppet play true in spiri. t amt 
inciaent te Hemer's epic fer ehil•ren ef 
all ages. 

legiuiAg February 26: 
THE MARVELOm STORY OF PUSS IN !OOTS 

/ 

At the CLARA BARTON SITE 

Sunday, February 6-- 1 - 4 p.m. 
19th Century Papt"r Dol�: 
Mrs. YJ.arta Kr�bs will t,e brinr,ing 
ever 100 dells for display. VisH�rs 
are invited te bring their O¼'Tl raper 
dells to the nroer:un. 

There was a small ceremeny at the 
Clara Sa.rtcn House on December 15 
in which Jack Fish, Directer, National 
Caoital Region, N°,t �Emal ?ark :-iervice,
gave a dona,ticn to acnuire a graph�phone, 
a predecesser of th� �ramophone, to 
which Clara Barton used to list�n, as 
indicated in her vario'W't journals and 
diaries. 

Glen Echo Dance Theatre presents 
Cheryl Kcehler's 

A Japanese Tale 
As Told with Puppets and Dancers 

Saturaay & Sunoay, January 15 & 16 
8:00 p.m. - Glen Echo Dance Studie 

Admission: J5; students & seniers �4 

At the GALLERY 

January 9 through February: A shew 
henoring the eutstan<ling student5 in 
all media who have studiea under the 
Creative Education Program at Glen 
Echo Park in the papt year. 
Hours: Mon-Fri, 10-5; Sat. & Sun. 12-5 
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