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Town Audit
Ms. Webb presented her 
findings to the Council as she 
does each year. Once again, it 
was a clean audit. Ms. Webb 
reported that the Town has 
assets equaling $2,170,000, 
with a net position of 
$1,957,000. Expenses in-
creased $96K over last fiscal 
year, but revenues increased 
by $144K. The Town’s net po-
sition increased by $219K in 
FY23. Increases in spending 
and revenue can be attribut-
ed to American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, grants from Ches-
apeake Bay Trust, and re-
bounding rental income. Ms. 
Webb said it was a good year 
financially for Glen Echo.

Resident Comments
Resident Aaron Hirsch re-

ported that he is drafting 
a proposal to use the Town 
land over by the Irish Inn 
for a community garden. 
He said he has about a doz-
en residents interested in 
participating. He’s look-
ing into water sources and 
hopes to have a proposal at 
the November 20 meeting 
(yes, it is planned for the 
third Monday).

Resident Gloria Levin 
asked if the Mayor and Coun-
cil could issue a proclamation 
recognizing former resident 
Nancy Long for her service 
to the Town—she served 
on Council for more than 
four decades. Ms. Long, who 
turned 95 in October, lives in 
a nearby memory care facil-
ity. Mayor Costello said they 
would create something that 
can hang at her home.

Mayor Costello also 
mulled whether it made 
more sense for official 
Town missives, like those 
on Constant Comment, to 
stay off of the more casual 
Town listserv. Some Coun-
cil Members agreed that 
the two should be separate 
and that members of Town 
government shouldn’t get 
involved in heated discus-
sions amongst residents. 
That said, it is a small Town 
where people know their 
neighbors and sharing in-
formation is mostly seen as 
a positive. Mayor Costello 
said she still feels strong-

ly that it is appropriate for 
misinformation to be cor-
rected when it arises.

Fence Ordinance
After months of discussion, 
the no-fee permit required 
for any fence—new or re-
placement—passed. Any 
resident putting in a fence 
will need to let adjoining 
neighbors know. [For ad-
ministrative reasons, the 
new ordinance will need to 
be re-adopted at the De-
cember Council meeting.]

Mayor Costello, Town Manager Beth Stickler, and all 
four Council Members met on October 9 at Town 

Hall. They were joined by the Town’s auditor Eva Webb of 
LSWG and several residents.
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Trees Ordinance
The Mayor and Council 
are considering toughen-
ing the Town’s tree ordi-
nance, so that instead of 
having no input at all about 
tree removal—as it cur-
rently stands—the Mayor 
would be able to prohibit an 
owner from removing large, 
healthy canopy trees that 
don’t pose a danger. After 
the proposed changes were 
shared with residents, there 
was a lot of worried discus-
sion on the Town’s listserv. 
Some of the Council Mem-
bers felt that the inten-
tion, the goal, of the pro-
posed changes hadn’t been 
properly conveyed. Coun-
cil Member Tanner said that 
perhaps the Mayor should 
include in the ordinance a 
statement of commitment to 
protecting the green canopy 
when possible for the com-
mon good. Council Mem-
ber Spealman agreed, say-
ing that other municipalities 
had such statements of in-
tent within their ordinanc-
es. When the Mayor asked 
if Council thought simply 
having the statement would 
suffice, no one agreed that it 
would. Resident Mary Par-
sons suggested that the lan-
guage could be clearer about 
what trees could be im-
pacted—perhaps listing the 
types of trees and making 
the size cutoff larger. Mayor 
Costello is reworking the 
language, but the amended 
ordinance was reintroduced. 
Council Members Speal-
man, Tanner, and Wilson 

all expressed openness to 
strengthening the tree ordi-
nance. Council Member Sti-
glitz remained unsure. The 
new language will be shared 
with residents for a public 
hearing and possibly a vote 
at the December meeting.

Odds and Ends
The amended language 
for the ordinance regu-
lating trailers and RVs is 
still being worked on and 
will be presented at a fu-
ture meeting. Ms. Stickler 
has created an Employee 
Handbook, which will be 
especially helpful when a 
new Town Manager is hired. 
Rolling Acres contract for 
the Town’s snow removal 
has been renewed. Asbes-
tos has been removed from 
the electrical room at Town 
Hall. Forty people attended 
the flu clinic in September. 
And, note, the next Council 
meeting will be on Novem-
ber 20, the third Monday of 
the month (a change from 
its normal day).

Town Expenses
In October, the Town paid 
$23,517 to BusyService (re-
paired a water main break 
on Oxford that was reim-
bursed by WSSC), $7,306 
to Key Sanitation (for two 
months service), $3,875 to 
Mulheron Tree Experts, 
$3,250 to Capital Abatement 
(asbestos remediation) 
$3,000 to LSWG (audit), 
$1,699 to Level Green Land-
scape, and $1,494 to PNC 
Bank. —Emily Parsons
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(301) 229-8500

6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205

www.lawandassociates.com

Investment Advisory Services offered  
through Law & Associates, Inc.

Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer  
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

Securities offered through  
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 

Member FINRA/SIPC

5481 Wisconsin Avenue 
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

lessons for piano 
french and spanish

HOMEWORK TUTORING,  
PET SITTING, AND CHILDCARE 
References can be provided
Contact Stephanie Rhein at  

240-644-3722 or riolab1@gmail.comAuto RepAiR • FoReign And domestic
FActoRy scheduled mAintenAnce

James Spicer
owneR

James Spicer III
seRvice mAnAgeR

TM

Sunoco
Kenwood Sunoco center

(formerly Kenwood Mobil)
5201 RiveR Road

Bethesda, MaRyland 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 • FAX: (301) 652-1138

7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20812
301-229-3700

GLEN ECHO HARDWARE
Authorized Distributor of

Makita • Paslode • Fein  
Benjamin Moore Paints
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  6110 Oberlin Avenue Glen Echo, MD Behind The Irish Inn   
TheJourneySpace.com |  FB: & IG TheJourneySpace  TW: JourneySpace | 301-613-6830 | 

theJourneyspace@gmail.com   | meetup.com/The-Journey-Space-Healing-Arts 

Classes   | Rent Our Space  | Transformations
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Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home.  

                                     Check us out on Facebook 

            @Hugheslandscapingsupplyco 
         

 

Office: 301-330-4949 

Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com 

 

 
 

 

 

               

         

     

                    

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home. 

Check us out on Facebook and 
Instagram (@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco)

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 1983  
by John Hughes, on the principles of customer service and exceeding 

customer expectations. Principles that the company still has in place today. 
Give us a call today to schedule a free estimate at your convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck building, tree care, any kind of yard maintenance, 
and anything else that you may need done outside of your home.

“Neighborhoods along the Canal are my specialty— 
I live there and love it!”

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell

301-654-3200 office

Glen Echoan Cristina Bermudez 
provides delicious, healthy family 

meals made with fresh, locally-
sourced organic ingredients. 

Delivered straight to your door.

CATERING AND BAKERY
Visit oldtwist.com or contact cristina@oldtwist.com

 

 

GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

A Full Service Heating & AC Company 

Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions, 

Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery 

1-888-474-3391 

griffithheatingandair.com 

griffithoil.com 

‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’ 

www.GriffithEnergyServices.com
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Julia and I get many ques-
tions from neighbors 

who see the solar panels on 
our roof and would like to 
know more about our ex-
perience with so-
lar power. We in-
stalled our 10 roof 
panels over a de-
cade ago, and they 
currently defray 
about 5 percent of 
our electricity use. 
Despite having no 
more space on our 
roof, we wanted 
to generate more 
of our electricity 
with solar power.  

Fortunately, we had op-
tions. In 2015, the Mary-
land legislature passed the 
Community Solar Energy 
Generating System Pilot 
Program. Community so-
lar programs allow com-
panies to build large solar 
arrays in remote areas of a 
utility’s territory where land 
is inexpensive then credit 
the power to residents who 
enroll in the program. A 
number of companies have 
gotten into the community 
solar business and worked 
out deals and integration 
with Pepco and other Mary-
land utilities. We decided to 
try one out.

By subscribing to a com-
munity solar provider, we 
helped them get financing 
for the large capital outlay 
needed to buy or lease the 
land and install the panels. 
We chose Neighborhood 
Sun, but there are other 
community solar companies 

such as SaveSolar, Ampion, 
Groundswell, and Arcadia. 

Because the cost of solar 
panels has fallen so much, 
our community solar pro-
vider was able to offer us a 
10 percent discount on our 
power costs (this number 
varies depending on the 
project and one’s income) 
compared to Pepco’s rates. 
The company makes mon-
ey by pocketing the differ-
ence between what it costs 
them to produce the power 

and what we pay them. 
Our journey began when 

we added our name to a res-
ervation list for a project 
that was under construc-
tion. After nine months, we 
signed an agreement with 
Neighborhood Sun to take 
their power. 

Now they charge our 
credit card each month for 
the power that they gener-
ate for Pepco–at a 10 per-
cent discount to what Pepco 
would have charged us. 

I’m not sure how all of the 
community solar programs 
work, so I will describe our 
experience. When we signed 
up, we sent Neighborhood 

Sun our recent 
Pepco bills. Our 
goal was to sub-
scribe to enough 
panels to cover 
around 90 percent 
of our usage. We 
don’t hit 90 per-
cent each month, 
but over the year 
it averages out. If 
we use 1000 kWh 
and our panels 
only generate 700 

kWh, then we are going to 
pay Pepco rates for the 300 
kWh we did not use from the 
community solar panels. If 
our panels, in this example, 
generate 1100 kWh, then we 
would get a credit, not a re-
fund, for the extra 100 kWh 
on our Pepco bill.

Pepco’s monthly bill de-
tails our solar power gen-
eration and enables us to 
calculate our savings, which 
has been about $150 in the 
last 12 months. We have 
been very happy with the 
program. It was a bit of a 
wait to get connected, but, 
at this point, we don’t think 
about it at all except for pe-
riodically reaching out to 
Neighborhood Sun to adjust 
our allotment to align with 
the 90 percent goal. Neigh-
borhood Sun is current-
ly sold out in active Pep-
co projects but does have a 
waitlist. —Speke Wilson, 
7309 University Avenue

Holly in the Ivy   
guest column by Speke Wilson

From the street, the rooftop panels … … cut a low profile.

The ten solar panels are on the 
southeast side of the house, the 

two panels facing University  
are solar hot water panels. 
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L iving near a city 
as vibrant and di-

verse as Washing-
ton, DC, means there 
are many options for 
amazing dining ex-
periences no matter 
what your preferred 
cuisine may be. If you 
find yourself stumped 
ahead of your next 
dinner out, consider 
one of these options 
that we’ve either re-
cently enjoyed or have 
at the top of our To-
Dine list:

Lutèce is a New French 
restaurant in Georgetown. 
The setting is extreme-
ly cozy with a small, inti-
mate dining room and a 
Chef’s Table right next to 
the kitchen in the back. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
four-course tasting menu, 
and although the offerings 
change with the seasons, 
you can expect the inclu-
sion of fresh oysters, amaz-
ing homemade sourdough 
bread, fresh pasta, seasonal 
veggies cooked in exciting 

ways, and lots of lick-your-
plate-clean sauces. We had 
a great time and appreciat-
ed the entire experience.

Also in Georgetown is 
Villa Yara, a new Leba-
nese restaurant. This res-
taurant is definitely more 
of a “scene” with a back 
patio that screams “Insta-
gram this” (as proven by the 
number of real and aspir-
ing bloggers we saw docu-
menting their meal). We 
had a pleasant experience, 
but the food was not as im-
pressive as other Lebanese 

establishments in the city. 
Go for the setting and the 
flatbread.

I have a standing remind-
er to try and snag a reserva-
tion at Kappo, right down 
the street in Palisades. With 
21 seats and just two dai-
ly seatings, it’s difficult to 
get in at a desirable time 
(if at all). Kappo is a Japa-
nese restaurant, offering an 
8-course dinner centered 
on wagyu beef—down to 
the cocktails! I can’t wait to 
check it out.

Lapis, in Adam’s Morgan, 

serves delicious Af-
ghan food in a bistro 
setting. Both brunch 
and dinner are deli-
cious, and while ev-
erything on the menu 
is good, we love split-
ting a bunch of sam-
bosas, kabobs, and 
kofta, family-style.

A classic spot I re-
cently rediscovered 
in the category of 
Global food is Com-
pass Rose. The menu 
is based around clas-

sic street foods from around 
the world, and it doesn’t dis-
appoint. My favorite—and 
perhaps what they are best 
known for—is the Khacha-
puri from Georgia. While 
we’re still experiencing mild 
fall temperatures, make a 
reservation to dine in one of 
their bazaar-themed tents.  

Some other international 
spots to check out this fall: 
Yellow Cafe (French-Mid-
dle Eastern in Georgetown 
and Navy Yard) and Love, 
Makoto (Asian in NoMa). 
—Emily Ellis

Out and About

6729 Goldsboro Road

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

Mo Abutaa
Service Manager

GLEN ECHO

A.S.E. Certified 
MD Inspector

Villa Yara in Georgetown
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The Avalon: Over in 
Chevy Chase, the Avalon 

will debut The Holdovers on 
November 10. It once again 
pairs Paul Giamatti at his 
curmudgeonly best with Al-
exander Payne, who direct-
ed him in Sideways. The film 
is getting a lot of early Oscar 
buzz for its funny and heart-
warming tale of boarding 
school employees and stu-
dents stuck with each other 
over the holidays. Also, the 
90s will be the last decade re-
visited as part of the Avalon’s 
100 Years of Cinema Magic 
Series. This month on No-
vember 19, the theater will be 
showing the instant classic 
Shakespeare in Love. The film 
won seven Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture and 
Best Actress for Gwenyth 
Paltrow, who portrays a 
woman posing as a man in 
order to be able to play a 
woman on stage in Victori-
an England. And keep an eye 
out for one last Cinema Mag-
ic surprise coming from the 
Avalon in December.

AFI Silver: The annu-
al silent film festival takes 
place this month, and as al-

ways, each film will be ac-
companied by live music. 
You can’t go wrong with the 
100th anniversary of the 
Harold Lloyd classic Safety 
Last! (11/4). It features the 

iconic image of Lloyd dan-
gling from a clock tower af-
ter scaling the outside of 
a building to impress his 
boss and his girlfriend. It’s 
both funny and surprisingly 

suspenseful, with impres-
sive, practical special effects 
that made inventive use of 
camera angles. And speak-
ing of inventive films, This 
is Spinal Tap (11/20) takes 
the mockumentary style to 
its hilarious, absurdist ex-
treme as it follows a heavy 
metal rock band and their 
misadventures.

Landmark E Street: 
The downtown movie house 
is featuring Tom Hanks this 
month. You can catch the 
quirky and tender Joe Ver-
sus the Volcano (11/14), the 
fun and feminist A League 
of Their Own (11/21), and 
the serviceable romantic 
comedy Sleepless in Seattle 
(11/28). In an entirely dif-
ferent vein, The Anatomy of 
a Fall (11/13) is a tense ex-
amination of the inner se-
crets of a family whose pa-
triarch may or may not have 
been defenestrated from 
the top floor of their house. 
And The Marvels (11/10) is 
the latest installment of the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
featuring a trio of tough fe-
male superheroes saving 
the world. —Dan Spealman 

the Cinemaniac

Harold Lloyd in Safety Last!
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T he Livable Town Com-
mittee has resched-

uled its annual Minneha-
ha Creek and Glen Echo 
Park cleanup for Saturday, 
November 4, from 9:30–11 AM. 
Come for however long 
you can! They will provide 
gloves and trash bags for 
all and SSL hours for stu-
dents. Wear your waterproof 
boots! Volunteers will meet 
at the pedestrian footbridge 
that connects to the park-
ing lot. Email Julia Wilson at 
julia.wilson@me.com with 
questions and be sure to fill 
out the NPS volunteer form 
found on the Town website 
if you are coming.

Speaking of rained-out 
events, this year’s Town-

wide yard sale essentially 
was one, though a few resi-

dents set up stands of wares 
and a handful of potential 
customers braved the drizzly 
October 14. Many thanks still 
go to Jan Shaut for over-
seeing the event and for her 
steadfast optimism that it was 
going to be a sunny day!

Emily Beers, daugh-
ter of Don and Debbie 

Beers of Wellesley Circle, 
was married on Saturday, 
October 7, to Brandon Parris 
of Johns Island, South Caro-
lina. The outdoor wedding 
and reception took place at 

the groom’s home, where 
the couple will reside. The 
weather was perfect and a 
great time was had by all.

Mallory Polak, daugh-
ter of Willem and 

Cathie Polak of Princeton 
Avenue, married Alex Apple-
man on October 5, at Glen-
view Mansion in Rockville.

Former resident Jim 
McGunnigle passed 

away on September 8 at 
his home in Bethesda. Jim 
and his wife Sally lived all 
over the world, first with 
the Peace Corps and then 
in the U.S. Foreign Service. 
We were lucky to call them 
neighbors when they lived 
in Glen Echo from 2005 to 
2016 at 15 Vassar Circle. They 
even served two years as co-

This year, the Khalifas hosted a baby spider crafting event for the neighborhood children. It was so successful that Joci says it will be an annual event!

Have You Heard ?

Sights of the Season

Emily Beers and 
Brandon  
Parris

Mallory Polak  
and Alex Appleman
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editors of The Echo. Jim is 
survived by Sally, his partner 
of 61 years, as well as their 3 
children and 3 grandkids.

Mayor Costello is 
now accepting ap-

plications for the soon-to-
be-open Town Manager 
position. After serving four 
years, Beth Stickler is mov-
ing to Maine in February.

Real Estate
6008 Bryn Mawr Avenue 
sold last month for $699,000. 
Seller Norman Bernhardt, 
who will be moving in No-
vember, bought the house 
in 1990.

Town Hall Events

Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29   
8 –10:30 PM, FSGW English  
Country Dance, Wednesdays,  
free to Town residents

Looking Ahead: Dec. 9   
10–11:30 AM, Glen Echo  
Holiday Brunch

Local Events

Nov. 4  9:30–11 AM, Minnehaha Creek Clean Up

Glen Echo Park Events

Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30  11 AM Aquarium kids story time

The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
The 35th Annual Nutcracker  Nov. 24–Dec. 31 
Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins  Nov. 30–Dec. 31 
Tiny Tots select Weds, Sats,and Sundays at 10 AM

Adventure Theater MTC 
www.adventuretheater-mtc.org; 301-634-2270 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe   
Nov. 17–Jan. 7

Goings On

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, AT 7:00 PM

7106 RADCLIFFE • MADELEINE CARTER HOSTING• 301-412-3304

The Glen Echo Park Part-
nership for Arts & Cul-

ture (GEPPAC) board met 
on September 20, with many 
new board members and a 
new board president, Dan 
Hanlon, who shared strate-
gic priorities for the 2024 fis-
cal year. Priorities include 
continuing efforts to collab-
orate with partners across 
the County, state, and NPS. 
In addition, it is committing 
its efforts to ensure the Park 
welcomes all through a new-
ly formed DEIA Committee. 
One such effort is the Park’s 
Youth Outreach and Schol-
arship Fund, which has be-
come a source of designated 
funding for activities at Glen 
Echo Park for youth who in-
dividually or through group 
organizations demonstrate 
financial need. 

Short- and long-range 
planning are also top pri-
orities for the board this 
year. Emily Rogers, COO of 

GEPPAC, is working close-
ly alongside the board and 
staff members to oversee 
assessments of a number 
of Park facilities. One such 
project includes an assess-
ment of the Crystal Pool area 
to determine paths forward 
for its utilization. Resilient 
Maryland is also conduct-
ing a study on energy use to 
keep the grounds of the Park 
operating sustainably.

While the playground 
continues to get minor re-
pairs, GEPPAC is evaluat-
ing potential improvements 
through an initial study of 
what other neighboring 
community playgrounds 
are doing and what allow-
ances and restrictions are 
unique to the property as a 
parcel of federal land. 

With the carousel sea-
son concluding at the end 
of September, post-storm 
repairs on damaged horses 
and the organ are priorities 
during the closure period. 
—Mona Kishore

Our Town Park

Nov. 13, Jordy Finan, 2  
Nov. 19, Cristina Hooper, 13
Nov. 19, Caroline Koonce, 14
Nov. 23, Gabriel Fiedler, 1

                  They Say it’s Your 

BBirthday!irthday!

Jim McGunnigle
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Kelly Bohi
Realtor DC | MD | VA
kelly.bohi@compass.com 
M. 301.580.4991
O. 301.304.8444

I live, work, and 
have grown my 
family here.

As your Glen Echo neighbor, 
I offer first-hand experience 
and expert knowledge of the 
neighborhood’s market. If 
you are thinking of selling 
or buying a home in the 
upcoming year reach out today 
to see how I can help! 
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Scan Here To Get 
in Touch Today!

Please call
BBrraadd  KKlliinneeddiinnsstt
301-656-7252

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and  
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530 
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818


