
The Echo   1

Budget Hearing
The FY24 Town budget 
was introduced during the 
March Council Meeting 
and maintains tax rates at 
the same levels as last year 
($0.15/$100). The budget 
was posted online for re-
view, and the Mayor and 
Council encouraged resi-
dents to provide feedback 
during this month’s Council 
Meeting. However, no resi-
dents attended to provide 
feedback. The Council plans 
to approve the budget at 
their May 8 meeting.

Trolley Trestle 
Bridge Demolition
For several years, the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area 

Transit Authority (WMA-
TA) has planned to demol-
ish three trestle bridges 
that were built circa 1895 by 
the Washington and Great 
Falls Electric Railway Com-
pany for the trolley that 
connected Washington, 
DC, to Glen Echo and Cab-
in John. The three bridges 
are the Wilson Lane Trestle 
Bridge next to Glen Echo, 
the Walhonding Road Tres-
tle Bridge, and the trestle 
bridge in Glover-Archbold 
Park in Georgetown.

Due to details of land 
ownership, WMATA must 
coordinate with the George 
Washington Memorial 
Parkway (GWMP) to access 
land owned by the National 

Park Service in order to de-
molish the Wilson Lane and 
Walhonding Road bridges. 
GWMP is not involved in 
the Glover-Archbold Park 
demolition.

Before GWMP issues 
a “Special Use Permit” to 
WMATA, they are seeking 
input from “consulting par-
ties with knowledge of, or 
concerns with, historic prop-
erties in the area, especially 
those which may be of reli-

gious and cultural interest.” 
GWMP specifically identi-
fied the Town of Glen Echo 
as a consulting party.  The 
Mayor has confirmed that 
anyone can provide input 
and has notified Cabin John 
and Bannockburn along with 
other organizations about 
the opportunity to weigh in 
on the demolition plans.

The plans to demolish 
the Wilson Lane bridge in-
clude a wide range of activi-

M ayor Costello, Council Members Kishore, Spealman, 
and Wilson, and Town Manager Beth Stickler, along 

with three residents, attended the in-person meeting at the 
Town Hall on April 13 (postponed from April 10). This was the 
last meeting for Ms. Kishore, and the Mayor thanked her for 
her service to the Town.
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Weigh In on the Wilson Lane  
Trolley Trestle Bridge

The Mayor and Council want your feedback! Be-
fore they send a letter of opposition on May 10, 

they’d like to identify any and all reasons to oppose 
the demolition of the historical trolley trestle bridge 
near Wilson Lane. Trolley fans, birders, friends of 
trees, citizens demanding access to the C&O Canal, 
and any and all residents or organizations with rea-
sons to oppose this project are encouraged help the 
Town in their effort. The Town will incorporate your 
reasons in the letter of opposition they plan to send 
or, if your organization wants to write their own letter, 
the Town will provide a copy of the GWMP letter so-
liciting input as a consulting party.
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ties that will have an over-
all negative effect on the 
Town and its residents and 
the Town plans to oppose 
its demolition. It appears 28 
trees along the right of way 
between Cornell and the 
southern end of the bridge 
will need to be removed to 
allow vehicle access.  An-
other four trees are iden-
tified for removal on the 
north side. Substantial por-
tions of the right-of-way 
area across from Radcliff 
Lane up to Cornell will be 
used as staging areas and 
vehicle access to the south-
ern end of the bridge. Ac-
cess to the C&O Canal from 
MacArthur Boulevard at the 
one-lane Cabin John Aque-

duct Bridge will be closed 
during the project. Con-
struction vehicles will be 
using that location to ac-
cess the northern side of the 
trolley bridge. 

The Town plans to pro-
vide a letter by the May 10 
deadline that: 1) identi-
fies alternatives to demo-
lition such as refurbishing 
the bridge to make into part 
of an historical trail; 2) op-

poses the demolition and 
advocates for maintaining 
the status quo; and 3) if the 
demolition proceeds, pro-
vides recommendations to 
minimize the impact of de-
molition to the Town. Mayor 
Costello plans to propose 
that WMATA consider only 
removing the metal parts of 
the trolly trestle and leaving 
behind the concrete foun-
dations, making it a much 
smaller deconstruction job. 
It’s worth noting that simi-
lar community pushback 
has put a hold on the plans 
to renovate the Clara Bar-
ton House (see “Our Town 
Park,”page 10), which in-
cluded a large elevator be-
ing added to the exterior.

Safety and Security
At the March Council meet-
ing, the Mayor discussed 
various measures to in-
crease Town security in re-
sponse to attempted car and 
home burglaries. Measures 
included improved street 
lighting, security cameras, 
and hiring a security com-
pany or off-duty police of-
ficers. At that meeting, the 
Council decided to work out 

Last month’s  
Coffee with a Cop 

event in Town Hall
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a more detailed plan for hir-
ing off-duty officers (when 
the weather got warmer) at 
the April meeting.

After discussions with lo-
cal police, Mayor Costello 
proposed hiring an off-du-
ty police officer two nights 
per week between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day. The idea 
is that the officer would be in 
Town one weeknight and one 
weekend night each week to 
provide a visual detergent to 
would-be criminals. 

The Council voiced a 
couple concerns about the 
plan. First, off-duty officers 
are required to be armed 
and there is a possibility of 
neighborhood kids running 
around at night being mis-
taken for criminals. Second, 
the visual deterrent effect 
is less useful if it’s not there 
every day. An officer pres-
ent two out of seven days 
per week may reduce at-
tempted break-ins but it 
won’t eliminate them. The 
Mayor also solicited input 
from the three residents at-
tending the meeting. The 
general feedback was that, 
while it’s an understandable 
approach, hiring the armed 
off-duty officer may be too 
strong of a reaction to a lim-
ited problem at this time.

In the end, the Coun-
cil voted against hiring the 
off-duty police officer. They 
agreed to revisit this issue 
at an emergency meeting if 
there are more home inva-
sion attempts. The Mayor will 
also continue working with 
Pepco to get improved light-

ing evaluated and installed 
over the next several months.

Odds and Ends
The Mayor and Council con-
tinued discussing the need 
for a waiver for under-18 at-
tendees at Town Hall rental 
events when a parent is not 
present. A draft of the waiv-
er was circulated, but it ap-
peared to be required every 
time children under 18 at-
tended events, which was 
not the original intent. The 
Mayor agreed to refine the 
language before implement-
ing the new policy. [Up-
date: The waiver has been 
amended and is now be-
ing put into effect with cur-
rent Town Hall rentals and 
will be used for new rent-
als going forward. The pol-
icy applies when the renter 
of Town Hall is hosting an 
event with children under 
18 and is not a parent of one 
of the children. In those rare 
circumstances, the policy 
requires the parents of the 
children attending the event 
to submit a waiver to release 
the Town of liability. If you 
have questions about this 
policy, please contact Ms. 
Stickler or Mayor Costello.]

Town Expenses
In April, the Town paid 
$4,951 to Case Design/Re-
modeling (window repair in 
Town Hall), $4,616 to Level 
Green Landscape (mow-
ing, street sweeping), $3,500 
to Key Sanitation, and 
$1,377 to PNC Bank. —Bill 
Vincent

“Neighborhoods along the Canal are my specialty— 
I live there and love it!”

Patty Sieber
240-743-7194 cell

301-654-3200 office

RICHARD
LEGGIN

  ARCHITECTS   

301-320-0107   

R L A r c h s . c o m    

RICHARD
LEGGIN

  ARCHITECTS   

301-320-0107   

R L A r c h s . c o m    

6729 Goldsboro Road

(301) 229-8666
FAX: (301) 229-0131

Dana Novosel
Service Manager

GLEN ECHO

A.S.E. Certified 
MD Inspector
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Meet the Candidates

COUNCIL CANDIDATE

Blair Anderson
6101 HARVARD

When 
our 

family out-
grew our 
home on 
Harvard Av-
enue with the 

birth of our third child, in-
stead of moving, we made 
the calculated decision to 
invest our time and money 
into the town of Glen Echo 
and our wonderful neigh-
bors by renovating our 
home. I am volunteering to 
serve on the Town Council 
because Glen Echo, for the 
last 10 years, is a unique and 
warm community that we 
are so lucky to be a part of.

I’ve spent most of my 
professional life in pub-
lic service and want to now 
use some of the skills and 
knowledge I’ve accumu-
lated to benefit our town. I 
spent the first half of my ca-
reer on Capitol Hill provid-
ing constituent services and 
shepherding bills through 

the House Appropriations 
Committee. As the Depu-
ty Administrator for NHT-
SA, I helped author the first 
safety guidelines for auto-
mated vehicles. As acting 
CFO and then Undersecre-
tary of USDOT, I established 
budgets, oversaw grant pro-
grams and funded infra-
structure investments, in-
cluding Metro’s Silver Line. 
These days, I am working 
to expand clean energy op-
tions for AWS so it can con-
tinue to sustainably support 
the needs of schools, private 
businesses and critical gov-
ernment services.

I have always been inter-
ested in the intersection of 
innovations, sustainabil-
ity and fiscal responsibility. 
One specific project that I’d 
pursue if elected is the es-
tablishment of public charg-
ing stations for electric 
vehicles given the increas-
ing federal requirements. 
Most homes in our town 
lack driveways, with many 
lacking parking directly in 
front of their homes. As a 

Glen Echo’s election for two Council seats will be held  
at Town Hall on May 1 from 5 to 9 PM.  

All residents aged 18 and older may 
participate. If needed, you can register 
at the time you come to vote. New 
residents may be asked to provide 
proof of residency. Absentee ballots 
can be obtained  from Jan Shaut at 
jshaut@gmail.com. They are due 
back to her by Friday, April 28.

 

 

GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

A Full Service Heating & AC Company 

Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions, 

Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery 

1-888-474-3391 

griffithheatingandair.com 

griffithoil.com 

‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’ 

www.GriffithEnergyServices.com

(301) 229-8500

6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205

www.lawandassociates.com

Investment Advisory Services offered  
through Law & Associates, Inc.

Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer  
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

Securities offered through  
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 

Member FINRA/SIPC
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result, charging cables al-
ready run across sidewalks, 
and we face the very real 
prospect of neighbors need-
ing to run cables across the 
road to reach their vehicles. 
I’m confident we can figure 
out solutions that fit within 
our neighborhood’s charac-
ter while encouraging the 
growing number of EVs in 
town. More generally, I be-
lieve that I’ll bring a useful 
skill set to the Town Coun-
cil that will help us identify 
innovative, yet cost effective 
solutions to the issues resi-
dents care about. Thank you 
for your consideration!

COUNCIL CANDIDATE

Dawn Tanner
7326 UNIVERSITY

I have lived 
in Glen 

Echo since 
2007 and am 
a lifelong 
Marylander. 
I completed 

my undergraduate stud-
ies in Education at Towson 
University in 1983, and my 
M.Ed. in Education at An-
tioch University in 2010. 
The focus of my thesis was 
the effectiveness of conflict 
resolution and anti-bullying 
programs used in educa-
tional settings.

When we first moved to 
the area, my wife, Emily, and 
I spent hours each weekend 
biking along the towpath 
and the Capital Crescent 
Trail. One day we ventured 
off the trail and rode along 
MacArthur. When I turned 

and rode down a little side 
street, Bryn Mawr Avenue, I 
felt like I’d been transported 
to a different time. I fell in 
love with the town and was 
determined to find a house 
here. Two months later, we 
bought our house at 7326 
University Ave. 

While living in Glen Echo, 
we launched our now adult 
daughter off to college and 
beyond and fostered sev-
en unaccompanied refu-
gee minor foster children 
(teens). Our friends and 
neighbors in Glen Echo 
warmly welcomed our refu-
gee teens into the commu-
nity and some neighbors 
helped them to find their 
footing in their newfound 
country. We’ve experienced 
a deep sense of communi-
ty living here. I am about to 
shift my career from being a 
full-time teacher, and I will 
have time to give back to the 
community that has held us 
for the past 16 years.

Being a teacher for 30 
years has given me a wide 
variety of skills: problem-
solving, negotiating, or-
ganizing, coaching, event 
planning, writing propos-
als, editing, and advocating. 
In addition to being a class 
teacher, I have acted as a 
department chair, meet-
ing facilitator, mentor to 
new teachers, chair of the 
school’s Leadership Council 
for Diversity, Equity, and So-
cial Justice, and a member 
of countless other commit-
tees. Outside of school, I am 
an avid gardener and native 

plant enthusiast, and enjoy 
taking long walks through 
town and along the Potomac 
River with our two dogs. I’m 
excited to offer my skills to 
the Town Council and am 
particularly interested in be-
ing more involved in the envi-
ronmental sustainability ini-
tiatives happening in town.

COUNCIL CANDIDATE

Julia Wilson
7309 UNIVERSITY

I have been 
lucky 

enough to 
have lived in 
Glen Echo 
most of my 
life, first from 

the age of 5 through col-
lege with my parents and 
two brothers, and then after 
marriage with my husband 
and three children (and 
massive dogs).  Simply put, I 
love Glen Echo.

One of the aspects of Glen 
Echo that makes it thrive as 
a community is the number 
of residents who volunteer 
to serve the town. I count 
myself among these volun-
teers both as a sitting Coun-

cil Member for the last four 
years and as the chair of the 
Livable Town Committee.

Being on the Council is 
very important to me be-
cause I love Glen Echo’s in-
dependent small town gov-
ernment. Every constituent 
is welcome to get in touch 
with me at any time, either 
by email, phone, text or in 
person while dog walking. If 
there is something on your 
mind, please let me know!

The Livable Town Com-
mittee, a remarkable group 
of hard-working residents, 
plans events to bring resi-
dents together for fun and 
community service. We re-
cently held our first Martin 
Luther King Day event for 
the town, making lunch for 
a shelter. Over 30 residents 
showed up to help. We also 
host Winterlude as a way to 
raise money for the Green-
tree Family Shelter(this 
year we raised $1,000!) and 
we organize an annual fall 
Glen Echo Park creek clean-
up, among other events.

I am eager to serve Glen 
Echo for another four years 
and hope for your vote!

GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE

7303 MacArthur Blvd.
Bethesda, MD 20816

301-229-3700

Authorized Distributor of
Makita ● Paslode ● Fein ● Benjamin Moore Paints
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                                     Check us out on Facebook 

            @Hugheslandscapingsupplyco 
         

 

Office: 301-330-4949 

Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com 

 

 
 

 

 

               

         

     

                    

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home.  

                                     Check us out on Facebook 

            @Hugheslandscapingsupplyco 
         

 

Office: 301-330-4949 

Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com 

 

 
 

 

 

               

         

     

                    

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 
1983 by John Hughes, on the 

principles of customer service and 
exceeding customer expectations. 

Principles that the company still has 
in place today. Give us a call today 
to schedule a free estimate at your 

convenience. 

 

We specialize in patios, deck 
building, tree care, any kind of yard 

maintenance, and anything else that 
you may need done outside of your 

home. 

Check us out on Facebook and 
Instagram (@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco)

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 1983  
by John Hughes, on the principles of customer service and exceeding 

customer expectations. Principles that the company still has in place today. 
Give us a call today to schedule a free estimate at your convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck building, tree care, any kind of yard maintenance, 
and anything else that you may need done outside of your home.

  6110 Oberlin Avenue Glen Echo, MD Behind The Irish Inn   
TheJourneySpace.com |  FB: & IG TheJourneySpace  TW: JourneySpace | 301-613-6830 | 

theJourneyspace@gmail.com   | meetup.com/The-Journey-Space-Healing-Arts 

Classes   | Rent Our Space  | Transformations

5481 Wisconsin Avenue 
Chevy Chase 20815 • 301.586.9236

Alec GrAhAm
RealtoR

Licensed in MD/Dc

301.320.7719
alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

celebrating our 22nd year in Glen echo!

Rhein Tutoring
lessons for piano 

french and spanish

homework tutoring 
References can be provided

Contact Stephanie Rhein at  
240-644-3722 (text) or stephrhein@aol.com
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Take a walk along the 
right of way and stop 

at our Bird and Butterfly 
Garden. The most interest-
ing times to visit the garden 
are early morning or late 
afternoon. Sit on the bench 
and simply observe the sur-
roundings. I think you will 
be surprised by the amazing 
amount of activity.

Be sure to spend a mo-
ment observing the beauti-
ful native honeysuckle vine 
(Lonicera sempervirens) 
growing along the fence. Its 
red tubular flowers appear 
from mid-spring through 
autumn. This native honey-
suckle is a good alternative 
to the invasive honeysuck-

les. Throughout the season, 
a wide variety of visitors 
will appear. Hummingbirds 
drink nectar from the flow-
ers, and the butterflies enjoy 
the nectar as well as the pol-
len. The honeysuckle is also 
a host for the spring azure 
butterfly caterpillars that 
emerge as one of our earli-
est butterflies. The nectar is 
high in sugar and necessary 
amino acids, and the pollen 
is high in protein. The na-
tive moth caterpillars eat a 

bit of foliage, but they are 
often eaten by birds and 
their nestlings. 

Near the busy insect ho-
tel are three sassafras (Sas-
safras albidum) trees. Their 
distinctive leaves often re-

semble a mitten. The stems 
and leaves smell like lem-
ons, the roots smell like root 
beer, and the bark smells 
like cinnamon. Sassafras is 
the larval host for the spice-
bush swallowtail caterpillar 
that turns into a gorgeous 
butterfly (the host plant 
provides food and shelter 
for the development of lar-
vae). Flowers are pollinat-
ed by bees, and the female 
trees provide fruit that is 
eaten by song birds.

Nearby is the thriving 
sweet bay magnolia (Mag-
nolia virginiana) known for 
its fragrant flowers and gor-
geous red fruit. This tree is 
host to 21 kinds of moths and 
butterflies. The caterpillars 
are a favorite food for birds 
to feed to their young. The 
red fruit is eaten by wood-
peckers, tanagers, grosbeaks, 
cardinals, and finches.

Check out the coneflow-
ers (Echinacea purpurea). 
They are a robust, easy to 
grow, perennial. All kinds 
of butterflies feed on their 
sweet nectar. It’s important 
for the migrating monarchs 
and loved by swallowtails, 
painted ladies, red admi-
rals, and fritillaries. Bees 
and butterflies have a mu-
tualistic relationship with 

coneflowers. As they visit 
the flowers to sip on nectar, 
the sticky pollen adheres to 
their legs and bodies which 
is then dispersed to other 
flowers they visit. The result 
is that the plant will be pol-
linated and produce seed. 
Once the seeds are mature, 
flocks of goldfinch and oth-
er songbirds will appear to 
feast on the delicious seed. 
It is wise to keep the old 
flowers and stems through 
winter because they provide 
food during cold months.

Several kinds of native 
grasses are included in the 
garden because they of-
fer habitat for overwintering 
eggs, caterpillars, and chrysa-
lises of butterflies. The song-
birds love to eat the seeds of 
native grasses and any in-
sects nestled in them. This cy-
cle is all part of the food web.

Activity will increase as 
the plants mature.  Once they 
are established, you will see 
more flowering and fruit-
ing. These native, wildlife-
friendly plants add life to the 
neighborhood! So be sure to 
visit soon. —Holly Shimizu

Holly in the Ivy

Sassafras
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I will admit, and it will come 
as no surprise, that I’m a 

little obsessive about grand 
old movie palaces. On a re-
cent work trip, I visited both 
the Electric Cinema in Lon-
don and the UGC De Brouck-
ère in Brussels. The first is 
a tiny but elegant old dame 
of a neighborhood cinema 
on Portobello Road that was 
constructed in 1911. Its or-
nate paneling and prosce-
nium arch have been pre-
served, while its interior 
seating has been redesigned 
with sophisticated red leath-
er armchairs and footrests, 
and even a few comfy couch-
es and beds—an intimate and 
classy place to catch a film.

The theater I visited in 
Brussels was known as the 
El Dorado for most of its life, 
which started in 1933, and it 
once sat up to 2,700 people—
the largest theater in Bel-
gium in its day. Its gigantic 
auditorium has unfortunate-
ly been divided and rede-
signed over the years. Four 
theaters were carved out of 
its main floor, while its balco-
ny was extended to the wall 
to create a new floor—slic-
ing the theater in half hori-
zontally. Other theaters were 
then built around it, and now 
only a portion of the origi-
nal remains, hidden deep 
inside a completely modern 
and massive cineplex, like a 
buried treasure waiting to be 
rediscovered. The preserved 
section now seats only about 
700. But the golden sunburst 
above the screen and the 
shiny art-deco depictions of 

scenes from Africa still adorn 
the walls in dramatic fashion. 
The next stop on my travels 
is Italy, and I hope to make 
a few theater visits there as 
well, to get the Cinema Para-

diso-style experience.
Closer to home, there’s still 

time for you to buy tickets to 
the Avalon Gala that I wrote 
about last month. I promise 
that the May 6 event will be 
a blast (live accompaniment 
to the uproarious Sherlock Jr, 
followed by a fancy party). 
You can get tickets to just the 
movie, or to the whole she-
bang here: theavalon.org/
centennial-gala/. Or, if you 
want to join me and my fam-
ily, reach out (cmspealman@

glenecho.org) and I can orga-
nize a discount on the tickets.

Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 3 starts playing ev-
erywhere May 5. If funny, 
quirky sci-fi is your bag, be 

sure to check out their Holi-
day Special first on Disney+, 
which is a hilarious lead-in 
to the movie and a hat tip to 
the completely unfortunate 
and cringingly awful Star 
Wars Holiday Special (which, 
despite George Lucas’ mas-
sive regret and attempts to 
wipe it from the face of the 
earth, still exists and can be 
currently watched in all its 
glory on YouTube). Be fore-
warned, it is actually worse 
than you can possibly imag-

ine (yes, even worse than 
the prequels). If you need 
to remind yourself about 
what’s good about Star Wars 
after your Holiday Special 
experience, then May the 
4th be with you at the AFI 
where they’re showing the 
original classic trilogy.  

Lastly, Scorsese and De-
Niro are teaming up at 
the Landmark E Street 
throughout May to show-
case a wide range of tox-
ic masculinity: Taxi Driver 
5/2 (obsessive vigilantism!); 
Raging Bull 5/9 (furious vi-
olence!); Goodfellas 5/16 
(spoiler alert: none of the 
fellas are actually good!); 
Cape Fear 5/23 (vengeful 
psychopathy!); and Casino 
5/30 (ferocious criminality!) 
—Dan Spealman

the Cinemaniac

The Electric Cinema  
in London
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Kick-off the month with 
the 41st Smithsonian 

Craft Show running May 
3–7 in the National Building 
Museum. Juried art will be 
both on display and available 
for sale. The featured works 
come from over 120 contem-
porary masters, including 
Native American and Indig-
enous artists. General admis-
sion is $20 at the door. 

On May 6, head north to 
Baltimore for the much-an-
ticipated annual Kinetic 
Sculpture Race. The theme 
this year is “Everyday Peo-
ple,” and a map of the route 
can be found at KineticBal-
timore.com. Sculptures from 
the race can be seen year-

round at the American Vi-
sionary Art Museum, which 
is the primary organizer of 
the race. This event attracts 
crowds all along the Balti-
more Harbor from 8 AM to 7 
PM. Spectators are encour-
aged to come in costume. 

On the weekend of May 
6–7, you can attend the 50th 
Maryland Sheep and 
Wool Fair. Admire the ani-
mals and snag a plant at this 
event hosted at the Howard 
County Fairgrounds from 10 
AM to 5 PM each day. Tick-
ets are $10 per adult and 
free for under 18. 

At 7:30 PM on May 12 
and 13, the Kennedy Center 
holds the 26th Mary Lou 

Williams Jazz Festival. 
Modern female legends Do-
reen Ketchens, Somi, and 
others will be performing in 
commemoration of the fes-
tival’s namesake, considered 
the “first lady of jazz.” 

On May 18, you can visit 
the Peacock Room at the 
Freer Gallery during 
the monthly opening of 
the room’s shutters (third 
Thursday of every month 
from noon to 5:30 PM). It’s 
a chance to view the Asian 
ceramic collection and 
James McNeill Whistler’s 
dramatic gold-leaf decor and 
paintings in natural light. 

Some of the leading jour-
nalists and writers of our 
time will gather on May 20 

at The REACH for the FT-
Weekend Festival. The 
Financial Times’ annual 
event brings their weekend 
paper to life with panels and 
book signings, featuring big 
shots like Alice Waters, Jamie 
Lee Curtis, Salman Rushdie, 
Ta-Nehisi Coates, and many 
more across five stages. 

Lastly, The Atlantis 
opens its doors with the Foo 
Fighters on May 30, rep-
licating the original 9:30 
Club of years past. Tick-
ets for this coveted event 
have already sold out by 
lottery, but the summer 
line-up promises to pull in 
many more headliners for 
uniquely smaller perfor-
mances.—Mona Kishore

Auto RepAiR • FoReign And domestic
FActoRy scheduled mAintenAnce

James Spicer
owneR

James Spicer III
seRvice mAnAgeR

TM

Sunoco
Kenwood Sunoco center

(formerly Kenwood Mobil)
5201 RiveR Road

Bethesda, MaRyland 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 • FAX: (301) 652-1138

Out and About

240 535 5526  •  SimonSaysYoga.com

new student special
3 classes for $36

in person + online classes

Yoga • Pilates • Zumba • Meditation

Simon
Says
Yoga

The Peacock Room at 
the Freer Gallery
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Glen Echo’s newest resi-
dent Hudson Clark 

Woodall was so enthusias-
tic about getting here, he ar-
rived ten weeks early! Born 
March 16, Hud-
son is still at the 
NICU at George-
town, but his par-
ents Jeff Woodall 
and Alyssa Felix 
expect to bring him 
home to Princeton 
Avenue this month.

This year’s free plant 
exchange will take 

place on Sunday, May 7, 
from 9:30 AM until 4 PM at 
the site of the Mini Farm 
Stand on University be-
tween Harvard and Yale Av-
enues. Participating neigh-
bors were enthusiastic 
about last year’s exchange, 
filling yards with hostas, 
toad lilies, daylilies, epime-
dium, and Mexican sun-
flowers. Seeds can also be 
exchanged. You can bring 
as many plants and seeds as 

you like and 
take whatev-
er you wish: 
This is an un-
curated free 
exchange. 
If possible, 
mark your 
plants with 

their names 
and sun/
partial-sun/
shade prefer-
ences. Online 
apps such as 
PlantSnap and 
FlowerCheck-
er can help 
with identification. On Sat-
urday, May 6, we will put out 
the table with extra contain-
ers and markers if you need 
them. If you don’t have any 
plants to exchange, you’re 
still welcome to come after 1 
PM and take whatever is still 
available. This is a great way 
to add interest to our Glen 
Echo yards and gardens!

Glen Echo’s former 
Clerk-Treasurer (2011–

2014), Nicole Fraser, re-
cently reached out with news 

about her family. Nicole, her 
husband Harley Feld-
baum, and their children 
Maddox and Nora moved 
from Glen Echo over 8 years 
ago to Switzerland. (Their 
home at 5808 Oxford has 
been continually rented.) 
Harley continues as Head of 
Strategy and Policy at The 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria in 
Geneva. Nicole (who holds 
a PhD in paleontology) con-
tinues teaching debate and 
Odyssey of the Mind but also 

In early March there was 
a meeting about the Clara 

Barton House with GEP-
PAC, NPS, and Montgomery 
County during which NPS 
announced it is no longer 
seeking a management part-
ner as a result of the Section 
106 compliance meetings. 
Section 106 is the process to 
seek broad input from the 
public. In addition, NPS said 
its review board would not 
approve the schematic de-
signs that would have made 

the site more broadly usable. 
GEPPAC invested a lot of 
time in the process of devel-
oping ideas for use of CBH. 
We hope in the future there 
will be opportunities to col-
laborate with NPS on its in-
terpretive plans for the site.

Art walk will return on 
first Fridays starting May 
5. An Arts Marketplace will 
feature work of our resident 
artists on Saturday, May 6. 
Be sure to visit the Park to 
ride the Dentzel Carousel, 
attend a Puppet Co. show, or 
visit the aquarium. We are 

pleased to share that Adven-
ture Theatre will be running 
their summer camps and are 
now planning a live summer 
performance program.

We are offering a special 
opportunity to see the al-
ways popular Bannockburn 
Spring show at the Adven-
ture Theatre stage. Come 
see this hilarious program, 
featuring not only Bannock-
burn residents but also some 
of our own Town residents 
showing off their talents. 
Dates: May 4–6, 10–13. Check 
their website for ticket info.

For those of you who want 
to join in the festivities and 
honor the 90th anniversa-
ry of the Spanish Ballroom, 
please consider reserving 
your tickets now for the May 
20 Gala. We will be honor-
ing our County Executive 
and the founder of the Af-
ter School Dance Fund. Lt. 
Governor Aruna Miller is 
our honorary chair, and our 
MC will be Channel 9’s news 
anchor Lesli Foster. Great 
food, entertainment, music, 
and dancing! —Martha 
Morris Shannon

Our Town Park

Plants to share!

Have You Heard ?

Alyssa and Jeff with 
new baby Hudson

Glen Echo expats 
Harley, Nicole,  
Maddox, and Nora
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is teaching pre-K now. She 
reports that teaching 4 to 18 
year olds is “an unexpected 
delight.” Maddox, graduating 
high school this spring, will be 
returning to the U.S. in the fall 
to study at Cornell University; 
Nora is expected to gradu-
ate in 2025. They weathered 
COVID easily—schools in 
Switzerland closed for only 
six weeks for the pandemic. 
On the other hand, U.S. CO-
VID travel restrictions pre-
vented them from being with 
Nicole’s mother before she 
died in 2021. —Gloria Levin

The Mini Farm Stand 
on University between 

Harvard and Yale will be 
back this year. After last 
year’s dreadful June and 
July heat spells, I’ve decided 
to cut back a bit on the full 
garden and concentrate on 
the tomatoes and peppers 
that everyone favors. I will 
send out notices when oth-
er vegetables are available, 
and people can let me know 
if they are interested.

The tomatoes and pep-
pers I've started from seed 

are doing well and are about 
6 inches tall. The stand will 
again be featuring Nick’s 
farm-fresh organic eggs once 
the hens start laying after 
their winter break and will 
also feature Jan’s Jams on oc-
casion. The farm stand is not 
up on a set schedule but will 
be open depending on the 
weather and when we have a 
chance to harvest. Residents 
are notified of the stand’s op-
eration by email, so if you are 
not on the email notification 
list and want to get a note 
when the stand is up, con-
tact me with your email ad-
dress at 301-312-2966 (text) 
or cbarton@mindspring.com 
—Carol Barton

Real Estate
5 Vassar Circle closed last 
month at $1,200,000. And 
look out for a listing of the 
Springuels’ house at 21 Vas-
sar later this summer.

Town Hall Events

May 1  5–9 PM, Town Council Election 

May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  8 –10:30 PM, FSGW English 
Country Dance, Wednesdays, free to Town residents

May 7  9:30 AM–4 PM Glen Echo free plant exchange 
on University between Harvard and Yale

Local Events

April 29  11 AM–1 PM, Free Shred Day at the Ban-
nockburn Elementary School parking lot sponsored by 
Patty Sieber and Stuart & Maury Realtors

Glen Echo Park Events

April 29  11 AM–3 PM, Carousel Day

May 4–6, 10–13  Bannockburn Spring Show playing 
at the Adventure Theatre stage, tickets on sale now

May 4, 11, 18, 25 11 AM, Aquarium hosts a kids  
story time

May 5  6–8 PM Art Walk in the Park

May 6  11 AM–4 PM, Outdoor Marketplace

May 20  6 PM, “Dancing into the Future” Gala

The Puppet Co. www.thepuppetco.org; 301-634-5380 
Jack and the Beanstalk  through May 21 
Tiny Tots select Weds, Sats,and Sundays at 10 AM

Goings On

Ladies night
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, AT 8:00 PM

7308 UNIVERSITY • JOCI KHALIFA HOSTING•  240-515-1481

May 12, Aran Bragan, 11
May 23, Alice Parsons Amdur, 8

                  They Say it’s Your 

BBirthday!irthday!

Carol Barton and  
Henry Barrow’s farm garden, 

(and produce below)
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Kelly Bohi
Realtor DC | MD | VA
kelly.bohi@compass.com 
M. 301.580.4991
O. 301.304.8444

I live, work, and 
have grown my 
family here.

As your Glen Echo neighbor, 
I offer first-hand experience 
and expert knowledge of the 
neighborhood’s market. If 
you are thinking of selling 
or buying a home in the 
upcoming year reach out today 
to see how I can help! 
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Scan Here To Get 
in Touch Today!

Please call
BBrraadd  KKlliinneeddiinnsstt
301-656-7252

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and  
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

www.bethesdacoop.org • 301-320-2530 
Mon–Sat 8am–9pm • Sun 8am–8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road • Cabin John, MD 20818


