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Mayor most of the authority, Odds and Ends
TO W N C 0 U N C ! L N OT E S but in practice everything Jo Anne Murray of 6004

";rhe four Council Members, Mayor Polak, Town Manager
‘& Beth Boa, and Town lawyer Ron Bolt met January 11 on
Zoom for the monthly meeting. A couple of residents joined in.

Building Permit
Protocols

The Council returned to
Resolution 20-07, which
had been much discussed,
but not introduced, at the
December meeting. This
resolution would allow

the Mayor and Manager

to attach a set of standard
protocols to any permit
issued, so that expectations
are clearly spelled out and
developers (or residents) can
be held accountable for the
state of their construction
sites. Going hand-in-hand
with this is Ordinance
21-01, which allows the
Mayor to take action—like
granting a permit or issuing
a stop-work order—without
consulting the Council.
However, a hearing before
the Council can be requested

by any of the affected parties.
Council Member
Spealman returned to one
of the questions raised at
the December
meeting. Namely,
when the
permissible
amount of

street dirt
is at the
discretion
of the Town Manager and
Mayor, Mr. Spealman hopes
a little mud that will wash
away with the next rain will
not make a project subject
to a stop-work order. The
Mayor assured the Council
that a contractor would
hear from him if there were
large clumps rather than
the reasonably expected
amount of dirt tracks.

The ordinance gives the

goes through Ms. Boa first
since she would prepare the
permits for Mayor Polak’s
approval. In the event that
the Mayor isn’t available for
more than a couple of days,
the Council’'s Vice President
Council Member Costello
would be able to sign off on
any permits.

With the edits made
since the last meeting, the
Council was comfortable
with introducing both
the resolution and the
ordinance. They will vote
to approve them at the
February meeting. Council
Member Stiglitz asked how
any permit requests should
be handled in the interim.
Mr. Bolt said that the Council
could have any permit
requests held until time
of adoption or the Council
could instruct the Mayor to
attach the draft protocols
to any permits issued in the
next month. The Council
agreed to the second option.

Princeton Avenue spoke
next about an upcoming
project at her home. She is
awaiting a variance from
the County to replace her
porch and dormer. She may
need a variance from the
Town if she decides to put
in a second driveway and a
new curb cutis needed. Mr.
Bolt stepped in and said that
the Council was actually
prohibited from giving
advice about a possible
future variance request.
However, Ms. Boa and the
Town engineer Joe Toomey
are available to look at her
property and weigh in on
what's feasible.

Ms. Costello and
Council Member Wilson
created a set of Town Hall
safety protocols during
the pandemic. Ms. Boa
is working from home
more, and the Mayor has
aworkspace set up in the
upstairs of Town Hall. Ms.
Boareported that she and
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the Mayor were starting

to work on the 2021-2022
budget and hope to meet
with the Council on it in
March or April. That means
that the Council will need
to make some decisions
about whether to budget
for any charitable giving
next fiscal year—a topic

at the December meeting.
Most small towns in the
area seem to either give
nothing or about what we've
historically given, which is
$1,000-$2,000 to the Glen
Echo Park Partnership. Mr.
Bolt mentioned that under
Maryland law charitable
giving by a municipality
must be for a legitimate
government reason and
must benefit the residents
directly. The Council

is going to continue to
discuss this at the February
meeting with the hopes of
establishing a set policy.

Trestle Demolition
The Mayor and Ms. Boa
are currently in meetings
with Washington Metro
(WMATA) to discuss the
particulars of the removal

Stuart &
Maury, Inc.
Realtors

of the old trestle bridge

in the woods beyond
Radcliffe Lane. Details
regarding access, staging
area, parking, noise
control, insurance, truck
traffic, and tree removal
will be discussed at an
upcoming public meeting.
Mr. Spealman asked if this
was really necessary—and
Ms. Wilson remembered
playing on the trestle as a
girl—but the structure is
unsound and too unsafe to
leave in place. WMATA is
removing other remaining
parts of the train trestle

in the area. The Council
wondered if there was
anything worth saving or
if we could commission a
few nice photos of this bit
of history before it comes
down in early 2022.

Town Expenses

In January, the Town

paid $8,250 to Hughes
Landscaping, $3,200 to

Key Sanitation, $2,800 to
Rolling Acres, $2,056 to Bolt
Legal, and $1,650 to Blue
Crab Contracting (Wayne
Fowler). —EMILY PARSONS

"Glen Eche Leosidenst”
Patty Sieber

240-743-7194 cell
301-654-3200 office
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GLEN ECHO
HARDWARE

7303 MacArthur Bivd.
Bethesda, MD 20816
301-229-3700

Authorized Distributor of
Makita e Paslode e Fein e Benjamin Moore Paints
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% Rescue One
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i PETSITTING PATRICIA
(L( Serving NW DC and Bethesda for ove rigyears
Bonded and Insured - Fxcellent References
- Cat care 301-229-4774

- Midday dog walks petshypatricia@gmail.com
. Overnight housesitting wm.rw.pv(siltinghymlrifia.t;um

The Episcopal
Church of the

Redeemer

<l Pedee/ﬂ,e
T W Belhesda
www.redeemerbethesda.org
Sundays on Zoom
Adult Forum (9a),
Family Worship (10a),
TheFIVE (5p)

Monday through Friday
Morning Prayers via conference call
508-924-1769
Compline (Night Prayers) via Zoom

Music & Archived Services on YouTube

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries
6201 Dunrobbin Drive 301-229-3770

office@redeemerbethesda.org

Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes
Dr. Marc Gruner

Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for non-
surgical orthopedic care:

e New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.

e Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.

e Specialist in treating sports injuries.

For more information/appointments, POINT
visit www.pointperformance.com,
or call 301-493-8884.

Proudly based in Glen Echo since 1996
Please visit us online at www.wildbird.com

Rhrein ﬂomy

ONLINE LESSONS
FOR FRENCH AND PIANO

References
can be provided

Contact Stephanie Rhein at
240-644-3722 (text) or stephrhein@aol.com
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Classes | Rent Our Space | Transformations

6110 Oberlin Avenue Glen Echo, MD Behind The Irish Inn
TheJourneySpace.com | FB: & IG TheJourneySpace TW: JourneySpace | 301-613-6830 |
theJourneyspace@gmail.com | meetup.com/The-Journey-Space-Healing-Arts

LAW&
4 ASSOCIATES

Wealth Management and Planning
Together, for tomorrow.

4

(301) 229-8500

6111 Tulane Avenue
Glen Echo Maryland 20812-1205
www.lawandassociates.com

Investment Advisory Services offered
through Law & Associates, Inc. and
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
Law & Associates, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer
and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.
Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Member FINRA/SIPC

KATHLEEN RYAN

WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Licensed in DC, MD & VA
CRS, GRI, e-PRO, SRES, TRC
Mobile (240) 418-3127

kathleen.ryan@rlahre.com
RLAH www.rlahre.com m

SUNOCO
KENWOOD SUNOCO CENTER

(formerly Kenwood Mobil)
5201 RIVER ROAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20816
PH: (301) 652-9527 « FAX: (301) 652-1138

James Spicer I11

James Spicer
SERVICE MANAGER

OWNER
AUTO REPAIR « FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC
FACTORY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

M LANUSCANNGﬁ

Hughes Landscaping was founded in 1983
by John Hughes, on the principles of customer service and exceeding
customer expectations. Principles that the company still has in place today.
Give us a call today to schedule a free estimate at your convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck building, tree care, any kind of yard maintenance,
and anything else that you may need done outside of your home.
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.. Check us out on Facebook and
Instagram (@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco)

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com
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% n order to find the most
l exciting or specific
varieties of seeds that are
difficult to locate at local
nurseries, it is sometimes
necessary to order your
seeds online. Since it

is more affordable to

grow plants from seed,
ordering online provides
excellent opportunities to
experiment. Here are some
of the seed sources that
offer a variety of interesting
food, flavor, and flower
seeds. I suggest you order
now as many sites are
selling out!

Kitizawa Order online
or request a catalog at
Kitazawaseed.com

Based in Oakland,
California, this is
the best source for
Asian vegetable
and unusual
seeds. Many

of the Asian
vegetables are
distinctive selections and,
therefore, it is best to get
them from a reliable Asian
seed source. For example,
the Asian eggplant is more
delicious than other kinds.
You will be amazed if you

go to the section called
Chef Specialty Gardens.
They have many interesting
collections: Asian Herb
Garden, Tropical Garden,
Japanese Heirloom Garden,
Tsukemono Favorite
Pickling Garden, Stir Fry
Garden, Juicing Garden,
Thai Garden, Microgreens,
Korean Cuisine, and more.

HOLLY IN THE VY

Select Seeds Order
online or request a catalog at
selectseeds.com
Based in Union,
Connecticut,
thisisan
outstanding
source for
a variety of
vegetable
and flower
seeds, many of which are
heirloom, organic, fragrant,
and open-pollinated. They
have some interesting
varieties of plants such as
amaranth beans, cleome, a
black-flowered columbine,
a sunset-colored
foxglove, and
Malabar spinach.
The Moon
Garden Seed
Collection has a
variety of evening
blooming, white
fragrant flowers.
My own order will
definitely include lavender-
blue Queen Anne’s lace,
ultraviolet cornflower, and
Jewel of Africa nasturtium.

Adaptive Seeds Order
online or request a catalog at
adaptiveseeds.com

Ilearned about this seed
source basedin
Sweet Home,
Oregon, from

a person who
grows herbs to
make beauty
products and
medicines.
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They offer selections
of plants that are rare,
heritage, highly
nutritious, and
others that
are higherin
certain beneficial
compounds. For
example, they offer
calendula cultivars
that have higher
amounts of resin in them.
I ordered from Adaptive
Seeds last year and the
seeds were of the highest
quality. They all germinated
well and grew into strong
plants.

Terroir Seeds Order
online or request a catalog at
underwoodgardens.com

Based in Chino Valley,
Arizona, Terroir
Seeds won me
over when
they offered
Espelette/
Basque

Hot Pepper
seeds.Iwas

in France

and discovered a most
incredible spice that French
chefs treasure called
Piment d'Espelette. After
quite a search, I finally
found a source for the

the seed available on

Terroir Seeds’ list.
Seeds sell out quickly,
so don’t wait. Among the
many other excellent

1883578 5047

seeds available, they also
have some fun collections
such as Salsa Seed
Collection, Time for Tea
Collection, Feed the Bees,
and Butterfly Collection to
name just a few.

Hudson Valley Seed Co.
Order online or request a cat-
alog at hudsonvalleyseed.com

Basedin
Accord,
New York,
Hudson has
the most
artistic seed
packs—
they
feature

beautiful
garden-themed
contemporary art with seed
stories. Many of their seeds,
grown on a sustainable
farm, are unique, rare,
and hard-to-find. For
example, they offer
an Andean heirloom
purple Peruvian potato,
mother of Pearl poppy,
many kinds of dahlias,
and even a collection
called Sow in the Snow.

This is my list of
sources for 2021. There
are other seed nurseries
that are great including
Johnny's Seed, Seed
Saver’s Exchange, and
Baker Creek Heirloom
Seeds, to name a few. Fresh
seeds will provide better
germination results. If you
have extra seed, think about
exchanging with gardening
friends. —HOLLY SHIMIZU
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RICHARD
LEGGIN

ARCHITECTS

301-320-0107

RLArchs.com

ALEC GRAHAM
REALTOR

Licensed in MD/DC

301.320.7719

alec@alecgrahamrealtor.com
www.alecgrahamrealtor.com

C @ M PAS S 5481 WISCONSIN AVENUE m ﬁ
CHEVY CHASE 20815 « 301.586.9236

GRIFFITH ENERGY SERVICES, INC.
A Full Service Heating & AC Company
Specializing in Oil-to-Gas Conversions,
Heat Pumps, Central AC, and Fuel Delivery

1-888-474-3391

www.GriffithEnergyServices.com

‘Doggone Dependable Since 1898’

Indulge your Inner Gourmet and
Satisfy your Inner Green!

Serving the Community since 1975

S A C'O
1 Food Ma;;{
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Enjoy the Finestin Drgani:l.n:al & Gourmet Products
Introducing Fine Wines & Microbrews-Organic Local Kosher, too!
Fresh Produce, Pastries & Artisan Breads Daily
Imported & Domestic Cheeses & Delicacies
Veggie, Vegan, Macro & Gluten-free Specialties
Vitamins, Supplements and Herbal Remedies
Unique Gifts, Cards, Clothing, Books, CDs and more...

www.bethesdacoop.org ¢ 301-320-2530
Mon-Sat 8am-9pm e Sun 8am-8pm

6500 Seven Locks Road ¢ Cabin John, MD 20818
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Grounds Care * Landscaping = Cesign-Build

-t

Quality Service from the Ground Up

e Landscape Design & Consultation
e Landscape Installation

e Hardscape Design & Construction
e Landscape Lighting

e Irrigation

e Wood Fencing

e Drainage & Erosion Control

A Montgomery County Company

Founded 1991

Extensive Industry Knowledge
Friendly & Responsive Professionals
Competitive & Honest Prices
Committed to Customer Service

References Available Upon Request

Greensweeplic.com 301-588-1616 info@greensweeplic.com
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MDA #29528 MHIC #200927 MDA-F #0074 MD Tree Expert #002136
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7F_echnically, you can
Tkeep coolin the
middle of summer without
joining a local pool.
Some combination of air
conditioning, popsicles, and
garden hoses gets the job
done, even on the hottest
July day. But the luxury of
having a lovely, social, and
refreshing pool nearby is
undeniable.

For newcomers to the
area, the pools can be a little
bit mysterious. They are
tucked into neighborhood
streets and don't advertise.
They're private clubs, which
sounds fancy—1I always
feel a need to apologize and
explain that they aren't that
kind of private club. All have
a baby pool, a shallower
recreation pool, and a
competition pool with lap
lanes and diving boards.

Membership policies
vary, but all of the pools
encourage members to
become permanent or
shareholders by paying
abond (generally in the
neighborhood of $1,500)
that is refunded if you
eventually leave. Members
also pay an annual
membership fee.

Last summer’s Covid
restrictions affected the
pools, like everything
else. They opened about
amonth later than usual
and restricted the number
of guests at any given time
through online reservations
for both general swimming

and lap lanes. There were
no regular swim or dive
meets or events like float
night. It was a bummer, but
the general consensus was
that it was still awfully nice
to have a pool to go to. This
year’s situation is, of course,
anyone’s guess.

There are three main
pools that folks go to.
Bannockburn Pool is a
lovely spot surrounded by
woodlands at the bottom of
Laverock Lane. There are
grills and a newly renovated
cookout area in the back—
it’s great to bring dinner
and cook while the kids
splash around. There is
no snack bar, but the ice
cream truck is an extremely
reliable presence and there
are often food trucks. Its
proximity to Glen Echo
is a great benefit when
older kids can head over
by themselves.
Bannockburn
Pool also includes
Glen Echoin
its boundaries.
That may well
be a significant
advantage this
year, since last
year’s Covid

== = - s, a3

restrictions resulted in a
membership backlog. If
you're willing
to signup as
a permanent
member, you
jump ahead of
anyone on the
waitlist who
lives outside the
boundary New
members will be
contacted starting
in mid-February, so sign up
via the website soon.
Merrimack Pool is a bit
further up the hill, tucked
among Bannockburn
neighborhood streets where
Pyle Road and Callender
Drive dead end.Ithasa
small playground and a
snack bar. Bannockburn and
Merrimack offer reciprocity
on weekdays, so if you are
a member of one pool, you
can join friends at the other

Merrimack Pool

=) s

one without paying a guest
fee. This is particularly nice
for extended playdates
that meander around the
neighborhood over the
course of the day.
Palisades Pool is
across the one-lane bridge
off Seven Locks Road. It
has multiple pools, tennis
courts (with really good

lessons that are also open
to non-members), a café, a
waterslide, and a summer
camp. Katie Ledecky, the
Olympic phenom, was a
longtime member of the
Palisades Porpoises swim
team. By all accounts, it's
fantastic. So fantastic, that
the wait list runs about
eight years. Parents of small
children: Plan ahead for the
teen years!

All the pools have swim
and dive teams that—in
normal years—compete in
the Montgomery County
leagues. The practices and
meets provide a little bit of
structure on lazy summer
days, and the season is
pleasantly compact, ending
in mid-July. —ANGELA
HIRSCH
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After a large branch from one of the oaks in the front yard of 3
Vassar Circle came down last July, arborists determined that the
tree could not be saved. It was taken down on December 29.

=

7 he Echo will provide
Fgrspace in the Aprilissue
to any candidates for the
Mayorship and Council
seats. Statements from the
candidates will run in the
Aprilissue, so that residents
will have sufficient time to
read them prior to the May
3 election. That means that
the deadline for statements
(and a photo) will be
March 20. Please contact
TheEchoEditor@gmail.com
if you plan to run for office
to get the details.

7F he Glen Echo
TEnvironmental
Committee will be hosting
two Zoom programs this
month. On February 17 at
7 PM, Dr. Doug Tallamy
will present an overview

of his latest book, Nature’s
Best Hope: A New Approach

wa=2 @ to Conservation that Starts

inYourYard. A recent UN
report predicts that as many
as 1 million species will
soon disappear because of
human activities. Many of
these are insects. Nearly all
species are at risk, including
humans, and all
rely on insects.
So how do we
create beautiful
landscapes
brimming with the life that
runs the ecosystems we
depend on? Tallamy will
remind us of the essential
roles insects play, and
describe the simple changes
we must make in our land-
scapes and our attitudes to
keep insects on the ground,
in the air, and, yes, on our

plants. (This program was
presented at the Scott
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OUR TOWN PARK

4 *heck out the newly
‘Quredesigned Glen

Echo Park website at
GlenEchoPark.org. The
new site illustrates and
organizes access to the
Park’s programs, special
events, classes, and camps.
Links to the programs of
our resident arts, music,
dance, and nature partners
are also included. The
website also features virtual
programs and the popular
online art gallery. Coming
up this spring are various
new classes, camps, and

8 FEBRUARY 2021

workshops. In these stressful
times the Park programs are
more important than ever.

A new Strategic Plan
was approved by the Park
Partnership board in
January. The priority will be
to recover from the impact
the pandemic has had on
our programs, staff, resident
partners, and patrons. We
suffered a significant drop
in revenues over the past
year. Although we were
fortunate to receive federal,
state, and County relief
funds, as well as gifts from
generous donors, we still
face shortfalls. The Park

will be looking at ways to
continue building on the
strengths of our world-class
programs and unique historic
and natural setting to foster
creativity and community
well-being through the
power of the arts and nature.
Major goal areas include:

m Becoming a premier
arts and cultural destination
in the region and a national
model.

m Increasing our capacity
to serve a broad and diverse
population reflecting the
demographics of our region.

m Developing and main-
taining the Park to be eco-

s
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nomically and functionally
sustainable.

m Continuing to offer
and support innovative
programs that serve the
greater community.

In the near term we
will be developing the
facilities Master Plan
for site improvements,
creating a Diversity and
Inclusion policy and plan,
and piloting new program
areas. The Partnership
will also be increasing
our fundraising activity to
support the new plan.

‘We look forward to
offering programs both



Arboretum on January 11. It
is being reprised for us with

permission.)

On February 24 at 7 PM,
Dr. SaraVia, a professor
and climate extension
specialist at the University
of Maryland, will speak
about sustainable
landscaping and
stormwater management.
She developed this talk
specifically for Glen
Echo with a focus on our
landscape challenges. She
will discuss the ways that
climate change is affecting
us locally, how we can
increase the biodiversity

of our own outdoor spaces,
and how we can be part of
the solution rather than
part of the problem.

The links for joining

these Zoom meetings can be

found on the Town website.
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4\ nJanuary 6, as many
of us watched the

terrifying events unfolding
at the Capitol from the
comfort of our homes,

the staff and volunteers

of the Glen Echo Fire
Department were on

the scene. They were

able to help treat Capitol
police officers and other

They Say it’s Your

'l RTHDAY!

Feb.4, Siena Belinkie, 7
Feb.15, Rafe Parsons Amdur, 9

first responders who had
been injured. Glen Echo

firefighter, Lt. Victor Graves,

said it was “something
none of us expected to see,
certainly something we
hope never to see again.
But it was exactly what we
train for.”

F he next Zoom
TLadies Night will be
Thursday, February 25, at 8
PM. Login details to come.

Real Estate
Last month there were
two sales: 6000 Bryn Mawr

Avenue closed at $1,029,000,

and 7325 University
Avenue closed at $1,100,00.
Currently on the market are
the next Vassar Circle home
listed at $1,499,000 and the
commercial property at
7370 MacArthur Boulevard
listed at $2,750,000.

in-person and online
to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the Dentzel
Carousel. In particular, we
look forward to getting the
green light to safely reopen
the Carousel for ridership.
Thanks to the efforts
of Bannockburn resident
Barbara Martin, the Park
will see a vegetation clean
up and new plantings in
the area of the old Putt
Putt fountain. This spring,
work will begin to replant
the area with native trees
and shrubs. The plan
was developed by board
member Ana Rasmussen,

Barbara Martin, and Bevan

Shimizu. We look forward
to this much needed
renovation. Ms. Martin
raised the funds for this
project in honor of her

friend, Stephanie Beeler
who passed away this past
year. The area will add
much needed beauty to an
underutilized part of the
Park. —MARTHA SHANNON
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TOWN ELECTION
UPDATE

A \1nMay 3,2021, the
O Town of Glen Echo
will hold an election
for Mayor and two
Council seats. This
is a great opportunity
to get involved in the
community. The terms
are four years. If you are
interested in running for
any of these open roles,
you must be at least 25
years old, a resident for
atleast one year, and a
registered voter in the
Town.You do not need to
be a U.S. citizen. Anyone
who would like to run for
these offices must file
a written declaration of
candidacy by April 13.
Candidacy letters should
be delivered to Jan Shaut,
Supervisor, Board of
Elections, 6004 Harvard
Ave., Glen Echo, MD 20812.
Given the current
Covid considerations, the
election is expected to be
held outdoors with safety
measures in place. Details
will be available closer to
the election. Residents
18 years and older may
vote, and you can register
when you come to vote—
proof of residency may
be requested. Absentee
ballots will be provided
to anyone who requests
one.Torequest an
absentee ballot contact
me at JShaut@gmail.
com prior to the election.
—JAN SHAUT
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MacArthur Plaza [QUIGLENECHO[EXON [}

MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road 6729 Goldsboro Road F:..q. ‘r : !
AVAILABLE = (o e PR
Service Manager MD Inspector FAX: (301) 229-0131
Single Rooms
to Large Suites GLEN ECHO PHARMACY
Please call
Brad Klinedinst

301-656-7252

Bethesda, MD 20816 fax: (301) 229-3036
www.glenechocare.com glenechol@earthlink.net

Pasta Parmge Shiypmps Byus ] :
CmbCakeMWE@*gié :IEriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Calamari Fresh Fis
CrabCake gtk Burgers Przaaeglade EriedClams
Pasta Pai , ps BruscfiSYA\BSSI FreshFish
CrabCake: S Wl cers Piz 1edClams B

Pasta Pargad ps Bruschi ‘resh Fish

Burgers 1 : FriedClam; 1bCakes Na
Pasta Pazr s Brusc Fresh Fish
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta Fried Cla

Wild tomato  SALSltalianKitchen

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 ww.wildtomatorestaurant.com 240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net
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