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TOWN OF GLEN ECHO 

COUNCIL MEETING 
January 8, 2018 

 
 

 
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Willem Polak, Mayor 
   Dia Castello, Councilmember  
   Dan Spealman, Councilmember 
   Matt Stiglitz, Councilmember 
    
   Stacey Malmgren 
   Susan Ladani 
 
VISITORS:  Nancy Cohen 
   Holly Shimizu 
   Martha Shannon 
   Raya Bodnarchuk 
   Angela Hirsch 
   Emily Parsons 
 
 
Mayor Polak called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 
Motion 2018 -1 was made by Councilmember Matt Stiglitz to approve the December 11, 2017 Town Council  

minutes as written. Councilmember Stiglitz voted in favor and Councilmember Dan Spealman seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 

SWEARING-IN OF NEW CLERK TREASURER - SUSAN LADANI  

Mayor Polak introduced Mrs. Ladani to the Council members.  Mrs. Ladani was officially sworn in as Clerk  
Treasurer for the Town of Glen Echo. 
 
The Council recognized Stacey Malmgren’s work as Clerk Treasurer with words of appreciation and thanks for  
her work and her services for the Town. 
 
 
NANCY COHEN RE: NEW HOUSE CONSTRUCTION AT 31 WELLESLEY CIRCLE 
 
Proposed construction will re-orient the house to face Cornell rather than Wellesley. Required set-backs  
will be maintained (no application for a variance has been submitted).  Applications for Building Permits and  
Compliance were submitted for review and approval. Prior to execution or acceptance of the proposed building  
plans Montgomery County must issue and approve the required Building Permit. Alex Boyar joined the meeting 
on speaker phone to answer project questions.  Mr. Boyar indicated that the demo permit was approved, and 
the sediment control permit was approved. The next step is to apply for the building permit (approximate 
approval is last week of March 2018).  Mr. Boyar indicated the total square footage of the house is slightly 
larger than 5,000 square feet. Mr. Boyar explained that he met with the Montgomery County "Right of Way 
Inspector" at the site and was told that he needs to apply to Glen Echo for "The Right of Way" permit (which 
allows for the relocation of the driveway).  Tree removal is scheduled to start prior to excavation (approximately 
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1-1/2 months from now.)  Immediate neighbors will be notified prior to the removal of the trees. Future 
landscape plans will include planting of new tress (preferably native tree species). 
 
The Town Council will review the proposed construction drawings and The Right of Way application with The 
Towns attorney and contact Mr. Boyar with any further questions or concerns. 
 
 
GEPPAC ANNUAL GIFT 
 
General discussion between members regarding the Annual Gift.  Motion was approved to proceed with 
budgeted amount of $2,000.00 for this year’s "Donation".  
 
 
LAPTOP PURCHASE - FOR CLERK TREASURER 
 
Motion to purchase a laptop for Clerk Treasurer Susan Ladani to facilitate her duties as the new Clerk 
Treasurer was discussed and approved.  However, since this is an unanticipated cost further review of the 
overall budget is required to determine where funds are available for the purchase.   
 
 
RON BOLT MATTERS - RIGHT OF WAY 
 
It was generally agreed that this issue would be deferred until additional information becomes available for 
review and discussion. 
 
 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (NPS) MATTERS - AARON LAROCCA 
 
Mr. LaRocca was unable to attend today’s meeting. 
 
The following items were discussed:  

• Post and chain barriers on Oxford Road - Original understanding was that removal of post and chain 
barriers would be complete by September.  At this time the chain barriers have been removed 
however, the posts are still in place.  Additional follow up required. 

• The roof replacement - No updates available. 

• Partnership agreement – Mayor Polak indicated that the agreement between the Park Service, 
Montgomery Count GEEPAC has not been solidified at this time, with the original agreement 
expiring in June 2018.  Further review and discussion required.  Additionally, Montgomery Council 
supporters for this project are up for reelection this spring, which may create different problems for 
the partnership support from the County. 

 
COMMITTEE UPDATES - DAN SPEALMAN 
 
 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Spealman reported that streets and sidewalks they are ready and prepared for winter.  Update 
on Pepco street lighting initiative. There are no new developments at this time.  Councilmember Spealman 
discussed the possibility of independently pursuing the issue of street lighting with Mr. Thom Amdur who feels 
the Town would be able to hire their own contractor to complete this work.  It was agreed that Mr. Amdur would 
be invited to the next Council meeting to discuss available options for street lighting.  
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LIVABLE TOWN COMMITTEE  
 
Councilmember Spealman indicated that the survey is finalized and will be discussed at the meeting scheduled 
for tonight (he will send out a link on the list serve) for neighborhood involvement.   
 
January 27th is the date for Kids Movie Night.  The movie to be shown is Babe, Councilmember Long will put 
the date on the calendar.  
 
The form for movie night still needs to be filled out and will be evaluated on a case by case basis to determine  
If the Town Hall fee will be waived.  
 
Generally agreed that there will is no fee charged to Town sponsored events for use of The Town Hall.  
All non-Town sponsored events will be subject to a fee for use of Town Hall.  
 
Further discussion and development of an official policy is required on this subject. Topics of the discussion will  
Include (residents fee, non-residents fee, security deposit, elevator, cleaning, hourly rate, flat rate.)  
  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
 
Resident Holly Shimuzu proposed the resolution for consideration: The Town of Glen Echo to become a 
Certified Montgomery County Green Community.  Ms. Shimuzu will act as the authorized person serving as 
The Glen Echo registered agent. The authorized person will register on the Sustainable Maryland website.  It is 
recommended that the agent has Green Team training and that we create a required "Green Team".  In 
addition, we are required to select a minimum of two of the following initiatives 1) Community Gardens, 2) 
Municipal energy audits 3) Municipal carbon footprint 4) Green purchasing policy 5) Create water shed plan 
and 6) Storm water management plan. 
 
The Green team will establish an action plan which with be registered with Montgomery County and is good for 
a period of (3) years.  There are no required costs associated with becoming certified Montgomery County 
Green Community. The form authorizing Ms.Shimuzu to start the Green initiative was signed by Mayor Polak. 
 
The Council requested additional information (1. What other towns in our area are participating in the Green  
Community initiative, 2. Reach out to town residents for neighborhood expertise and level of involvement) 
 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
 
It was discussed that the Clerk Treasurer will work with the Webmaster to update Website content.  
 
FEBRAURY 10TH - ADVISIOR COMMITTEE - Would like to do a roundtable discussion starting at 9:00 AM. 
Marriott and HKS will provide the facilitators to walk residents through the process of the committee so the 
residents can provide more informed input to the Council. The Mayor is hoping that 60 People will attend from 
the Town. The amount in the budget for this event is $100.00 for coffee and needed supplies.  This event will 
help facilitate neighborhood involvement and community development. 
 
Thanks to Councilmember Stiglitz for helping the Mayor turn the water off to the hose bib on the exterior of the 
Town Hall that froze and cracked due to the cold weather last week, causing an icy parking lot behind Town 
Hall.  
 
Air Duct cleaning - Quote from Quality Air Solutions June 2017 $2,175.00 to clean the ducts this winter, two 
additional bids were requested by the Council.  Clerk was asked to pursue additional bids.    
 
Weathervane - The existing weathervane is damaged and needs to be replaced.  Weathervane replacement 
was deferred until Spring 2018. 
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Motion 2018 – 3 was made by Councilmember Stiglitz to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Costello 
seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Susan Ladani, Clerk – Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________     __________________________  

Willem Polak, Mayor       Date 02/11/2018P 
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